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A C A D E M IC  STAFF

Back row, from le ft  Mrs L Mallon, Ms S Scarola, Mrs S Macfarlane, M r J-W  Gouws, M r S Crause, M r C  Karstens, Ms H de Bruijn, Mrs A  Golding, Mrs T  Steyn,
Mr S Hudson-Bennett
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REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN

2 0 0 7 has been a  year o f  change a t 

Herschel. The cam pus has been the 

focus o f  most o f  this change.

Certain facilities have been upgraded. The 

enlargement and renovation o f the senior 

school staff room now in progress is long 

overdue and a very necessary improvement.

The estate planning sub-committee o f Council 

has spent many months redesigning the senior 

school campus. The relocation o f the school 

entrance to Kenmar Crescent, with a one­

way drive through along the East boundary, 

parallel to the Arderne Gardens, will afford 

better security management, traffic flow and 

create much needed parking in a previously 

under-utilised area. This new design will free up 

other spaces for later development and estab­

lish a safer user-friendly thoroughfare between 

the preparatory and senior schools. The lifting, 

landscaping and greening o f the old driveway 

will make our school a far nicer place to work, 

learn, move through and relax in.

Herschel is not just a school, but a way o f 

life. So much time is devoted by so many 

to ensure that our school operates at its 

optimum. Thanks go to the members o f the 

Herschel Trust, especially the Chairman, Mr 

Desmond Loch Davis, and the members o f 

the Herschel Council who serve with so much 

dedication. It was with sadness this year that 

we bid adieu to Mr Justin Millar, Deputy

Chairman o f Council, who retired after 25 

years o f service to Herschel. His contribution 

is deeply appreciated.

Mrs van Zyl retires at the end o f the year 

after 11 years as Headmistress. She has done a 

sterling job leading by example, maintaining 

high standards and striving for excellence. We 

wish her and her husband, Fred, all the best 

for the future.

The appointment o f Bruce Probyn as the new 

head o f Herschel has been well-received.

We look forward to him assuming the post 

in the New Year and hope that he and his 

wife, Margie, will be very happy at Herschel 

in the years ahead. On behalf o f Council, I 

would like to thank each and every member 

o f the staff throughout the school for their 

hard work and the valuable contribution 

they make. We bid a sad farewell to the staff 

and girls who are leaving our school and in 

particular 103 Matrics.

Good wishes go to all the members o f the 

Herschel family. Enjoy the festive season and 

may the year ahead be filled with health and 

happiness.

Lynn Reid

HERSCHEL COUNCIL

Back row, from left' M r L Barlow, Mr R Ramsbottom, Mr R Haw, Mrs L Clarke, M r D W allace 

Second row: M r N  Macdonald, Mrs L Heidmann, Mrs D  Bensch, Adv. R W illiam s, Mrs A  Golding, Mr J Julyan 

Front row: Mrs S Stelzner, Mrs P Crawley, Mrs AD  van Zyl, Mrs L Reid
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CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP:

ART: Nicola Jordan, Carina 
Vosloo

DRAMA: Tessa Steyn,
Annette Hartman

CONSUMER STUDIES:
Suzanne de Villiers

MUSIC: from left Julie Harris,
Jan Gouws, Margie Barlow,
Joe Taylor

GERMAN: Angelika Flegg

ENGLISH: Back row: Nicoleen 
Poggenpoel, Alison Bodenstein, 
Nicky Karstens.
Front row: Annemarieke Golding, 
Lindi Clarke, Denise Baws,
Linda Mallon.
Absent Margie Stephens

BUSINESS STUDIES: From left 
Lou-Ann Benning, Jenny Lones, 
Juliet Xavier

ARTS & CULTURE: Julie Harris, 
Annette Hartman, Tessa Steyn, 
Margie Barlow, Joe Taylor, 
Nicola Jordan, Carina Vosloo, 
Jan Gouws

COUNSELLING & ACADEMIC  
SUPPORT: Andrea Hewitt, 
Michelle Sherman



TEACHING STAFF

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP:

AFRIKAANS: Back from left Alta Nel, 
Isa Swanepoel.
Front row, from left Berta van Rooyen, 
Hanneke de Bruijn, Helen Stanford

MATHEMATICS A N D MATHS 
LITERACY:
Back row, from left Kathy Burden,
Gill Gull, Debbie Main, Sandy Rule, 
Shaun Hudson-Bennet.
Front row, from left 
Twanette Knoetze,
Michelle van Schalkwyk, Jean Colly

LIFE ORIENTATION: Back row, 
from left Juliet Xavier, Helen Botha, 
Michelle Sherman.
Front row, from left Sheaglagh Ryan, 
Nicola Frick, Nicola Jordan,
Renee Scott.
Absent Nicoleen Poggenpoel 

HISTORY: Sue Grové, Nicola Frick

GEOGRAPHY: Renee Scott, 
Bronwen Parker

XHOSA: Pumla Vundla,
Shealagh Ryan, Andrew Scott

TECHNOLOGY: Don Gibbon, 
Suzanne de Villiers, Margot Smit, 
Shane Crause, Carina Vosloo

SCIENCE: Don Gibbon,
Kathy Burden, Francois Majola,
Sarah Chapman

BIOLOGY: Back row, from left 
Francois Majola, Sylvana Scarola, 
Karen van der Merwe.
Front: Sandy Rule

FRENCH: Nicoleen Poggenpoel,
Suzi Macfarlane, Michelle Cassuto
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SPEECH DAY: HEADMISTRESS’S ADDRESS
-  MRS VAN ZYL

Herschel Girls’ School is growing, 

confident, youthful — even a t 85  

— an d  looking to the future.

A s a  school we do know exactly 

what we are. This school practises 

what good education is a ll about 

an d  that w ill not change.

We are concerned with the individual; we 

nurture each girl and enable her special 

talents to emerge. Our educational ethos 

engenders two traits — independence and 

interdependence.

Independence is part o f  a good work ethic 

that comes when girls are encouraged to 

build their skills, confidence, competence 

and determination. I have noticed over the 

years that “talent” seldom “pops out” o f an 

individual, ready-made and raring to go. It is 

always based on the deep desire a girl has to 

get better, to improve in something, whatever 

that may be — a sport, an instrument, linear 

equations or a computer skill. The girls 

described as talented just never seem to give 

up. They are the ones who get up early to 

practise even when they feel tired, or spend 

hours perfecting techniques and honing 

their skills in training when they might have 

preferred to go out with friends. They are the 

girls who manage to pull themselves up again 

after making a mistake or refocus and take 

responsibility after failing to reach a target or 

goal. Talent is regularly the outcome when 

girls push themselves that little bit extra and 

make some sacrifices in the process.

The bedrock o f our work is a high academic 

standard and examination success. Public 

examination results in 2006 were outstanding 

A- a reflection o f the efforts o f the girls and 

staff. Yet again the school achieved the top 

distinction aggregate in the Senior Certificate 

Examination in 2006 — thereby confirming 

its premier academic position in the Western 

Cape. First-class teaching, well-motivated, 

hard-working girls, supportive parents 

and good facilities ensure that we achieve 

these consistently good results. Success in 

examination results is one indicator o f  a 

good school -  but is not the only one. The 

extent o f our success is rooted in our unique 

“educational soul” that goes further than 

good results and is immeasurable, invisible. 

G K  Chesterton wrote, “Education is simply 

the soul o f  a society as it passes from one 

generation to another”.

To put it more simply: good schools produce 

good citizens. G ood schools also teach 

good values. We expect our girls to have 

respect for others, to adhere to a firm set o f

personal values, to show strength o f character 

and purpose as well as a sense o f social- 

responsibility. We believe these to be crucial 

for the well-being o f the individual and o f 

society as a whole.

It is consequently pleasing for me to note 

that it is in the area o f service that there 

has been a burgeoning interest and growing 

accountability over the years. The girls 

have shown an increasing awareness o f and 

deepening commitment to the requirement 

to look beyond themselves at the needs o f the 

community and the world at large. I believe 

that it is incumbent on good independent 

schools to encourage their girls — many o f 

whom come from privileged backgrounds — 

to care for others who are less advantaged. To 

this end we provide unlimited opportunities at 

the school — particularly through Interact and 

Outreach — for the girls to build links with 

our local community, assist those in need, 

feed the hungry and care for the elderly and 

the lonely. In some initiatives such as SM ILE 

and JU M P HI the girls are tutors in academic 

subjects. The partnerships we have established 

with many local schools provide us with the 

opportunities for these interactions that are of 

immense enjoyment and benefit both to our 

girls and, we believe, to our partner schools.

The great humanitarian Albert Schweitzer 

once said, “I don’t know what your destiny 

will be, but the ones among you who will be 

really happy are those that have found how to 

serve” . This is borne out for me by the girls 

I have seen here who have worked with less 

privileged communities. After their experience 

I know that they will never see the world in 

quite the same way again — their interactions 

have challenged assumptions about their daily 

lives and given them a changed perspective 

that will influence them for a lifetime.

Although so much has been said o f the dearth 

o f leaders in todays society, I have found this 

to be quite the opposite. It has been an honour 

for me to work with the Head Girl, Melissa 

Meyer, her Deputies — Shona Campbell and 

Iman Isaacs — and their team o f Prefects this 

year. They have shown tenacity and resilience 

from early on and have enjoyed the support 

o f the whole matric year in taking the school 

forward. The respect and happiness that have
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SPEECH DAY: HEADMISTRESS’S ADDRESS
-  MRS VAN ZYL

flowed from their clear direction have been 

felt throughout our community.

M ythology has grown up in schools 

around the notion o f the ‘hero head’ who 

battles to succeed against everybody else 

in the school. This has certainly not been 

the case for me here. I f  there have been 

successes they have been the result o f 

groups o f individuals working together. 

It is teamwork at all levels that has made 

things achievable at Herschel.

This is evident in the accomplishments of 

the Council through the sub committees. 

The Chairman, Lynn Reid, and her team 

o f Councillors bring experience o f worlds 

other than education — in particular the 

business, planning and legal worlds — and 

they give their time unstintingly — with 

no other reward than to see this school 

succeed.

Then, there is the educational and 

operational leadership that the Joint 

Management and Executive teams provide 

— dedicated and hard-working teams with 

whom I work closely. Then there are 

subject teams, teams o f administrators, the 

technology team, boarding house team, 

maintenance team, grounds team, catering 

team, to name a few. The pupil teams 

operate at all levels — the sports teams, 

debating teams, house teams, class teams 4l 

all invaluable in the role they fulfil. The past 

pupils (Old Herschelians) and parents work 

together with us in untold ways to enrich 

the working and learning environment and 

to improve communication.

Belonging to teams extracts extraordinary 

rewards and this collaborative effort is the 

ingredient common to our success. This 

level o f reliability and interdependence has 

been achieved by people who never count 

the cost in terms o f time and effort. They 

are the genuine vocationists, the school 

family. I have been able to call on them 

to help at any time and they’ve invariably 

responded.

The effective implementation o f the new 

curriculum has made exceptional demands 

on my team o f teachers. They have put 

their own signature on the curriculum

model that is now in place. This has 

extracted supreme efforts from them — 

hours o f extra work — over and above their 

preparation for optimal classroom delivery. 

They are, in addition, the originators o f 

the Enrichment Programme — a totally 

separate and additional exercise — which 

has proved over the past decade to be 

an invaluable extension to the learning 

process. Then there is the Clubs and 

Societies exercise that is another product 

o f their own making, through which they 

offer a plethora o f activities and pursuits 

for the girls — which they direct and 

organise. They do all these things over and 

above their primary role in the classroom. 

I am continually astonished by their efforts 

and to this add my indebtedness to them 

for their open support o f me on matters of 

principle.

I have been most fortunate too that in 

more than a decade at this school I may 

not always have known the exact route but 

I have certainly known people who do. I 

acknowledge the support o f fellow heads, 

mentors, colleagues, councillors, parents, 

friends and girls whose advice has been 

inestimable.

I must mention Lindi Clarke at this point: 

she has so often been the navigator on many 

occasions in the past §  always providing 

wise counsel, thoughtful educational 

perspective with an unerring belief in the 

girls and people o f this place. She has also 

been infinitely patient with me.

It has been inspiring for me to work 

with Lin Heidmann, the Head o f the 

Preparatory, Cindy Summer, the Head 

of the Pre-Preparatory, and their teams. I 

would like them to know o f the countless 

ways in which they and their colleagues 

have enriched my time here and how they 

continue to give me great optimism for the 

future o f our school. The undertaking they 

provide to the parents o f the girls entering 

these halls is no empty promise. How 

important this journey in the early years 

becomes for the girls — it is the foundation 

o f all to come as they progress so securely 

through the school.

My Personal Assistant, Kirsty Davies, 

has enabled me to do the best job I 

could as Head — she has helped me to 

accomplish mountains o f work through 

her efficiency, generosity, professionalism 

and connectedness with all the teams in 

the school.

As I reflect on the past ten years, my most 

vivid memory o f Herschel will always be 

the blessing o f the stained glass windows 

by Bishop Christopher Gregorowski, 

where he referred to the two panels of 

windows at the front o f the Chapel and 

said they “capture the essence o f spiritual 

life and symbolically depict the mental and 

spiritual aspirations o f those at Herschel”. 

He described them as “openings — with the 

light o f God shining through”.

For the past ten years I have experienced 

these “mental and spiritual aspirations” to 

which the Bishop referred -  they have been 

the basis o f the best education possible 

for girls at this school. I believe that their 

aspirations are symbolic too, o f the light 

that the learning here provides. From these 

windows o f learning each girl acquires 

a light that illuminates her own journey 

both here and beyond school. It also acts 

as a beacon and brightens the way for those 

around her.

I thank the entire Herschel community 

for the light they have provided me with 

and for opening their hearts to me. I know 

that this light will be passed on to future 

generations o f girls in this school in the 

way if has done for the past 85 years.



FAREWELL TO MRS VAN ZYL
-  MRS LINDI CLARKE

The Herschel o f2007 is very different from 

that o f 1997. Lao Tse wrote, “When the 

effective leader is finished with his work, 

the people say it happened naturally” . The 

developments o f the past decade may seem 

to have evolved naturally, but this is not 

so: in every sphere o f the school they have 

been envisioned, shaped and monitored 

by the extraordinary energy, commitment, 

courage and initiative o f Diana van Zyl.

Academic rigour is one o f her paramount 

concerns and Herschel s present reputation 

as a leading school in the country is 

testimony to her leadership and motivation, 

the high standards which she set for 

herself, the staff and girls, her vigorous 

establishment o f an ethos o f  learning, 

and the provision o f facilities and support 

structures that encouraged every girl to fulfil 

her academic potential. The outstanding 

results achieved in public examinations 

v  in nine o f the past ten years, more than 

40%  o f the matrics obtained distinction 

aggregates -  provide indisputable evidence 

o f the academic heights to which she led 

the school. It was always with immense 

pride that she attended awards ceremonies 

when a Herschel girl was one o f the top 

twenty matrics in the province; but it 

was with equal delight that she celebrated 

the successes o f girls who had overcome 

obstacles to achieve their personal best.

Believing that the curriculum should 

provide opportunities to develop a range 

o f abilities, she introduced subjects such 

as Afrikaans First Language, Additional 

M athem atics and A ccounting, gave 

Technology formal status lg and proper 

facilities -  even before it officially became 

part o f the formal curriculum and offered 

Ceramics as a seventh subject for matric. 

Support beyond the classroom was part o f 

her philosophy: “helpdesks”, especially in 

Mathematics and Science, were introduced; 

full-time, qualified Counsellors were 

appointed in both the Preparatory and 

Senior schools and an Academic Bridging, 

Extension and Support teacher fulfilled an 

invaluable role in numerous ways.

Never daunted by challenges, Mrs van Zyl’s 

approach to the implementation o f the 

new curriculum was to provide as much 

support for the academic staff as they 

wished to receive — and she even attended 

an N U E weekend workshop herself to gain 

insight into the demands facing the staff 

and the paradigm shift they were required 

to make.

A technological leap forward was the 

provision o f the fibre-optic backbone, the 

foundation o f an extensive information and 

communications technology system that 

was wisely developed and which propelled 

all staff into ICT application. Computerised 

reports were introduced in 1997 and 

were systematically refined to produce a 

professional product for the information o f 

parents and girls.

Mrs van Zyl s belief in looking outwards and 

her courage to do things differently resulted 

in innovative learning opportunities such 

as the annual Enrichment programme. She 

also championed partnerships with other 

independent schools, such as the Western 

Cape Independent Schools Examination 

(W CISE), believing in the extended benefits 

for both teachers and pupils o f professional 

collaboration o f this kind. The Exchange 

programme (originally with schools in India 

and England) was significantly broadened 

to include opportunities for Grade 10s 

to experience education in Australia, the 

USA and the Netherlands, and additional 

links were made with schools in the United 

Kingdom.

The concept o f  Herschel as one school 

was one o f  her fundam ental tenets, 

resulting in the forging o f close links 

between the Preparatory and the Senior 

schools: evidence o f these are the Joint 

M anagement Team and the combined 

staff family gatherings at the opening o f 

the school year. The Arderne Gardens 

walkway became a physical representation 

o f  the connectivity between the two 

schools. She had a deep affinity with the 

Preparatory school and its staff, and the 

death o f Mrs Jenny Thom pson in April



2000 was profoundly difficult -  although 

few were aware o f her personal sense o f 

loss, such was Mrs van Zyl’s indomitable 

spirit and professionalism in this time of 

great sadness.

Numbers burgeoned: soon after her arrival, 

four classes were introduced throughout 

the Senior school and she leaves a school 

significantly bigger than it has ever been. 

The establishment o f the Pre-Preparatory 

school swelled pupil num bers and 

provided an opportunity for development 

o f leadership =  a characteristic o f  her 

management throughout the school. In 

the Senior school, the appointment o f two 

Senior Academic Heads, a Curriculum 

Integration Specialist and an Operations 

Manager created a team that was charged 

with providing an optimal environment for 

teaching and learning in well-maintained, 

efficiently-managed facilities.

She regarded marketing as a critical aspect 

o f her position. Events such as Open Days 

and Information Evenings for prospective 

parents were meticulously planned and 

presented; and Herschel initiatives such 

as ‘Schools in Harm ony’ received her 

enthusiastic endorsement. In addition, 

she sought opportunities to improve the 

diversity o f  the Herschel comm unity 

and vigorously pursued the possibility o f 

scholarships that would address this. Close 

links with M r Ernest and Mrs Brendalyn 

Tyers Stempel were nurtured and she was 

ever-mindful o f  the value o f these and 

other benefactors.

Her belief that Herschel girls should think 

beyond their own interests and show 

an active concern for others resulted in 

a strong Outreach programme with a 

specifically appointed Co-ordinator. Every 

opportunity for community service -I such 

as SM ILE and JU M P HI -  was seized with 

enthusiasm. The potential o f  the latter 

programme is especially close to Mrs van 

Zyl’s heart: it is her wish that JU M P HI 

will ultimately become a national venture.

A successful sportswoman herself, she was

FAREWELL TO MRS VAN ZYL
-  MRS LINDI CLARKE

a constant supporter o f Herschel sports 

teams. Her belief in the value o f sport was 

frequently evident in school assemblies and 

leadership training workshops, where she 

used analogies and metaphors from sport 

to convey vivid motivational messages.

She initiated and directed substantial 

development, renovation and extension of 

facilities, including the Pre-Preparatory; 

new classrooms, a technology room, a new 

library and music centre and an improved 

staffroom at the Preparatory school; and 

at the Senior school, the installation o f 

the magnificent stained glass windows 

in the chapel, renovations o f classrooms, 

the staffroom , offices, the impressive 

refurbishment o f the Mary Jagger Hall, 

the superb new swimming pool and the 

recent project o f the new entrance and 

soft landscaping. Mrs van Zyl’s attention 

to detail and concern for aesthetically 

pleasing and functional facilities ensured 

that physical developments provided vital, 

modern amenities without compromising 

the ethos o f the school.

She led Herschel into the twenty-first 

century, embracing change and boosting 

the school’s national and international 

reputation, while still upholding the school’s 

traditions and its Anglican ethos. She was 

uncompromising in her stand for sound 

moral values, and supported initiatives 

and provided programmes for both staff 

and girls aimed at developing emotional 

intelligence, resilience and character.

Nelson M andela wrote, “There is no 

passion to be found in playing small — in 

settling for a life that is less than what you 

are capable o f living.” Mrs van Zyl’s passion 

for ensuring an all-round education o f 

the highest quality, and her dedication to 

Herschel, did not allow her to play small: 

she made the school her life for ten years and 

nine months. Her devotion to duty and to 

the Herschel community was absolute. We 

acknowledge her outstanding contribution 

with gratitude and wish her and her 

husband, Fred, happiness and fulfdment as 

she moves into “active retirement” .



SPEECH DAY: GUEST SPEAKER
-  MRS SUE VAN DER MERWE, DEPUTY M INISTER  OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Extracts from her speech

On the day that I  left school,

I  certainly d id  not im agine 

that I  would one day have the 

jo b  that I  now have. When I  was 

a t school, it  would not have been 

possible fo r  me to have been the 

Deputy M inister o f  Foreign A ffairs. 

I  never even dream t o f  it.

The journey of ones life from a child at school 

to woman in the world is in many ways about 

possibilities too. What is possible for us now 

is virtually unlimited. When I think about my 

school days, I have an overwhelming sense 

o f being safe. The world I grew up in was a 

safe world. There were family picnics, tea on 

Sundays at my grandparents’ house, holidays 

once a year, riding to school on my bicycle, 

a big house in a safe neighbourhood, good 

and happy parents, two brothers, a dog called 

Snubby and a cat called Kitty. That was my 

world. It was a very sheltered world. I want to 

share with you today how the world opened 

up for me, what I learned along the way and 

what I still plan to learn.

I have discovered that the world is a very 

layered place. I f  you were to overlay my life, 

and the life o f my friends and schoolmates, 

over the life o f  our country, you will find 

that the world I knew was only actually real 

for me.

There was a different real world for the 

majority o f people living in Port Elizabeth, 

where I grew up in the 1960s and 1970s. The 

other real world in Port Elizabeth and in South 

Africa was full o f unsafe things, o f hardship, o f 

injustice and even o f death. I was 6 years old 

when the Sharpeville massacre took place. I 

have no recollection o f this tragic event in our 

country’s history. It happened on 21st March 

1960. That was the year I started school. 

It was also a turning point in our country’s 

history, one o f many, and I lived through it 

without knowledge or pain or sorrow. In my 

safe life, I didn’t even know it had happened. 

I do not recall any outrage in my community. 

This was a layer o f  South African life from 

which I was completely sheltered.

W hat followed were years o f  appalling 

repression o f and violence against our fellow 

South Africans. All through the 1960s people 

were being banned and arrested. The Rivonia 

Trial took place in the early 1960s, resulting 

in Nelson Mandela’s internment; the people 

o f District Six, Cato Manor and Sophiatown 

were forcibly removed to terrible shanty towns 

on the outskirts o f the cities.

Then, in the 1970s, repression by the state 

escalated. Steve hiko was tortured and thrown

into a police van, naked and seriously injured, 

and driven to Pretoria on a cold winter’s 

night. He died like that. The Soweto uprising 

took place over the language o f instruction 

at schools and many people died on 16 June 

1976 — mosdy school children. I didn’t know 

the names o f  Nelson Mandela, o f Govan 

Mbeki, o f  Luthuli or Sisulu or Tambo. All 

during this time, the country was in turmoil 

and we were having our happy childhood.

Another layer o f the oppression that gripped 

our country was the unequal way in which 

women were treated. In those years married 

women teachers were not able to have 

permanent jobs because they were women!

They could only be employed as temporary 

staff. Their husbands were supposed to earn 

the money, and women were supposed to stay 

at home and cook and clean and have babies 

and look after them. This, I feel, is another 

cause for outrage... and yet I was never aware 

o f a feminist movement in my comfortable 

world.

After school I went to University and things 

started to dawn on me. My brother was 

arrested and held in solitary confinement. 

He was tortured and finally released. I started 

finding out that there was this other world.

I was something o f a rebel at school, but as 

I grew older I became even more o f a rebel 

when I realised that the world was not as I 

had imagined it. I travelled abroad and ended 

up in America and decided that I would 

stay there. But I missed South Africa and I 

decided that I would come back and work for 

a just society.

When I came back in 1978 ,1 joined the Black 

Sash, a women’s organisation that defended 

the human rights o f  all South Africans, an 

organisation that believed in justice and 

did something about it. The Black Sash was 

outraged at what was happening to ordinary 

South Africans in their daily lives. I joined the 

Black Sash in Johannesburg in 1978 and we 

stood on street corners and protested against 

the apartheid state. I felt that this was one 

way o f expressing this outrage.

The 1980s was a tragic decade for the country. 

It saw the end o f the pass laws, but saw the 

rise o f resistance to the apartheid state and the
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SPEECH DAY: GUEST SPEAKER
-  MRS SUE VAN DER MERWE, DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Extracts from her speech

brutal response by the state. I was working 

for the Black Sash in the Cape Town advice 

office and we saw terrible injustice being 

metered out on our fellow South Africans.

It was against this background that I 

became involved in politics. In the early 

1990s, when then President de Klerk 

announced the unbanning o f the A N C  

and the release o f the political prisoners, 

it became possible for me to become 

active in mainstream politics. I joined the 

A N C  and was nominated as a Member o f 

Parliament. I moved from protest politics 

to mainstream politics.

I hope that some o f you will join the 

political mainstream because our country 

needs committed women to bring their 

influence on our society.

I have been a Member o f Parliament since 

then and served in various capacities in 

parliament, including as Parliamentary 

Counsellor to the President. After the last 

general election, the President appointed 

me as Deputy Minister o f Foreign Affairs. 

It is a fascinating job and has opened my 

eyes yet again to a whole new layer o f 

life — the layer o f  global politics, o f the 

fascinating lives and cultures o f the peoples 

o f  the world, o f  the immense challenges 

that face us as a world community and of 

the awesome responsibilities that will rest 

on the shoulders o f your generation.

One o f the things that we can all be proud 

of, is the extent to which South Africa is 

asked to play her role on the international 

stage. All those years o f tyranny experienced 

by our people were deeply felt and fought 

by the international community. The 

solidarity expressed by many countries and 

groupings across the world towards the 

ordinary people o f South African has left 

us with many friends in the world. South 

Africa now faces the challenges o f our time 

as an equal partner in the world.

I had taken the decision when I returned 

from America all those years ago in 1978, 

that I wanted to be engaged in the process 

o f  making our country a better place. 

This is where my own journey took me. I 

wanted, and still want, everyone to live in

a safe house in a safe neighbourhood with 

a Snubby dog and a Kitty cat and to have a 

great school and a happy childhood.

Many years ago, during the apartheid years, 

Ravan Press brought out a book consisting 

o f stories and artworks o f children in South 

Africa’s black townships who attended the 

Open School. The children had been asked 

to describe life under a State o f Emergency. 

An eight-year-old boy called Moagi had 

the following to say:

“When I grow up, I want to live in a house 

with a garden and have a wife and two 

children, a boy and a girl, and two dogs 

and freedom.”

Every child in our country would want a 

great school, a pet and a happy and healthy 

family life. I was free to have all these 

things, but others like this young boy, who 

speaks to us from a turbulent time, did not. 

Yet we all desired the same things.

What I want is for all South Africans to be 

outraged. We should know what is going 

on in the many layers o f our society and we 

should care. You are a lucky generation in 

many ways. You live under a Constitution 

which is acclaimed as the most progressive 

in the world, you have a great school, 

underpinned by a great tradition, you are 

liberated as women from the oppression 

that confronted my generation and my 

mothers generation. Anything is possible 

for you. You can be whatever you want to

be. The challenge is for you to take that 

space and those privileges that you have 

and use them to the full.

And I hope that you will be outraged when 

things are wrong.

I believe that the greatest challenge o f our 

time now is that o f poverty. Some children 

in our country go to school under trees 

— they have no classrooms, some do not 

have enough to eat, some live in makeshift 

homes. These are the outrages o f our time.

I suppose the moral o f the story is that we 

should be constantly asking questions, we 

should be constantly thinking and probing 

and learning. School is really only a tiny 

part, a short time for learning. The real 

learning comes in life after school, and it 

goes on for the rest o f your life.

When you leave school, you will realise that 

another schoolbook is life itself. Awareness 

o f the world, o f the realities o f the world, 

is the beginning o f changing it. And 

consciousness o f change, o f what needs to 

be done and how to do it, is what we need 

in this world® to make it a people-centred 

place, a world without war and suffering 

and poverty, a truly caring community.

It is a great world out there, beautiful and 

exciting. But it needs constant nurturing. 

We have a responsibility as privileged 

citizens to make it a better place for all the 

peoples o f the world.

Mrs Di van Zyl, Mrs Sue van der Merwe, Mr Desmond Loch Davis, Mrs Lynn Reid
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SPEECH DAY: HEAD GIRL
-  MELISSA MEYER

Today I have a challenge to face, the 

challenge o f what to say when I am only 

18, have relatively little life experience 

and precious few battles won, obstacles 

conquered or epiphanies experienced. I 

find myself out o f my depth.

We have always been taught to talk about 

what we know if we want to portray any 

sense o f authenticity... and what I know 

about is what every girl sitting in a blue 

uniform here today knows about: what it is 

like to be part o f our generation, a member 

o f ‘the youth o f today’.

The generation gap has always existed 

and is a necessary and predictable part 

o f  human society. Throughout history 

the older generation has despaired over 

the younger generation, and the younger 

generation has in turn felt trapped, angry 

and misunderstood. Ours is no different, 

as parents and teachers alike have been 

despairing for years now and descriptions 

o f our hopeless state are in abundance: we 

are the generation that has sunk further 

into teenage apathy through technology, 

escaping into Mxit and Facebook at every 

possible chance; we are the generation that 

needs everything now and understands 

only speed; we are the generation that 

has destroyed the English language as we 

successfully diminish every word to fit 

into our cell phones; we are the generation 

o f celebrity obsession. They are our role 

models and they are never suitable; we don’t 

value our history; we don’t read enough;

we have no manners; we don’t respect our 

elders. And so the list goes on as we sink 

further into Facebook.

In turn, we see ourselves as heroes because 

o f the obstacles we face that no generation 

before us has had to face: we are the 

generation that is living in a time where the 

balance between limits and opportunity has 

tipped towards the limitless. We are told 

over and over again that anyone, especially 

women, can do anything. Women can 

— and therefore must — do everything. 

With opportunity comes expectation and 

pressure. We are at once grateful for — and 

fearful o f — all that is available to us. Often 

the sea o f opportunities threatens to drown 

us. Statistically, most o f us will end up in 

a job that does not yet exist... which can 

make choosing a career path slightly tricky.

We are the advised and are told that life 

is short — and yet we are still young and 

should not rush into anything. We are 

told to seize the day but to be constantly 

aware o f the dangers o f walking down the 

road everyday. Stay young but grow up. 

We are allowed to fail as long as we turn it 

into a success and see it as an opportunity 

in disguise. Follow your heart and your 

passions, but only to a certain degree 

because balance is the key to success.

Always give back, even if  you are only 

doing it because you are being told to do 

so. And so we struggle on -  determined to 

be the generation that is the most trapped 

and the most misunderstood.

However, what I have come to realise is 

that human nature itself has not changed 

but the environment in which we live has. 

We have to come to terms with the fact that 

expectations o f other generations will be set 

according to the values o f that generation. 

The skills and talents o f our generation 

will not meet these expectations because if 

there is one thing we can all agree on, the 

world is changing at a very rapid pace and 

we are becoming defined more and more 

by our ability to adapt.

We need to be able to SM S more than we 

need to be able to post a letter and although 

to some that may seem tragic, it is the truth 

o f our generation and we should not feel as 

i f  we are slipping into a big black hole o f 

mental deterioration because o f it. We are 

changing everyday as it is demanded o f us 

and we honestly don’t know where we will 

end up. We must be confident in setting 

our own expectations for our generation 

instead o f complaining about the fact that 

we never seem to meet those o f others. At 

the same time, we need to stop victimising 

ourselves and insisting that our struggle 

is the greatest yet... although the pain 

o f having Facebook blocked at school is 

probably unparalleled to any other injustice 

in history.

And so, I encourage all the parents and 

teachers here today not to despair too 

much over ‘the youth o f today, despite all 

the reasons we give you to put you heads 

in your hands. O ur worries about our 

uniforms, our airtime and our Saturday 

nights may seem superficial, but they are 

as much part o f  our lives as our worries 

about bills, jobs and families will one day 

be. Everyone needs something to struggle 

against in order to grow and this is where 

we are now, growing. With your help, we 

will continue to do so as we develop both 

as individuals and as a generation until we 

one day fill the as-of-yet unknown jobs 

and take up the responsibilities we know 

are waiting for us — until we eventually feel 

grown-up enough to despair about those 

who come after us.

For this and the many other opportunities 

we are given, we thank you.

OLD AND N EW  LEADERS OF THE SCHOOL

From le ft  Fiona McLean (2008 Deputy Headgirl),Amy Housdon (2008 Deputy Headgirl), 

Tamsin Beeby (2008 Headgirl), Mrs Di van Zyl (Headmistress), Melissa Meyer (2007 Headgirl), 

Shona Campbell (2007 Deputy Headgirl), Iman Isaacs (2007 Deputy Headgirl)
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PREFECTS & FORUM

PREFECTS

Back row, from le ft C  Brown, K Taylor, S W aterfield, A  W oods, R W illiam s, T  van der Hoek, M Kuhn, L Potgieter, K  Hendricks, E Kuiper, L Nxomani 

Front row: J Louw, Ms D Baws, M Meyer (Headgirl), Mrs AD  van Zyl, S Campbell (Deputy Headgirl), Mrs L Clarke, I lsaacs(Deputy Headgirl)

S C H O O L FORUM

Back row, from le ft J du Plessis, J  Boolsen, C  Slabber, A  Cronjé, S Marchant, S Allderman, K W ishart, K  MacDonald, G  Huxter, K Thompson, H Comitis 

Second row: S Masutha, L Kerswill, P Campbell, E van Heerden, M van der Linde, A-A McClure, J W right, R Potter, T  Beeby, Z  Komeni 

Front row: S Esack, A  Housdon, M van Ryneveld, R Louw, M Meyer, A  Bergh, S Fuchs, K Sambo, S Maseko
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ADIEU

LOU-ANN BENN ING

It is with mixed feelings that we say 

goodbye to our friend and colleague, Lou- 

Ann: with excitement as she branches out 

in a new direction in her teaching career, 

and with sadness that she will be leaving 

Herschel.

During the almost three years that Lou- 

Ann has been on our staff, she has been 

committed to the careful and patient 

teaching o f Accounting and EMS, but she 

has also shared her enjoyment o f things 

creative by involving herself so quiedy and 

inconspicuously in so many appropriate 

spheres o f school life: the Matric Dance, 

the Decoupage Club, the Beading Club, 

the EM S Spring Fair, ballroom dancing, 

photography and the school magazine.

Ever interested in her pupils, Lou-Ann 

has been sought out by them as a shoulder 

to cry on, offering a listening ear and 

performing a valuable pastoral role.

In the business department, she has been a 

happy team-player from whose part o f the 

corridor there has been lively interaction 

and cheerful co-operation.

As a colleague, we have so often been on the 

receiving end o f Lou-Ann’s thoughtfulness 

and we have been privileged to experience 

her kind and caring nature, her sensitivity 

and great compassion, her abundant love 

for her family, but most o f  all, her being 

a supportive friend who has given so 

unselfishly o f her time and energy.

Thank you Lou-Ann, for your special 

contribution to Herschel: we will miss you, 

but we wish you well on the road ahead.

JEAN POLLO CK

Jean Pollock is a much loved colleague who 

will be sorely missed by all at Herschel 

when she retires at the end of this year. She 

started at Herschel in March 1992 and her 

kind, patient and understanding manner 

has endeared her to staff, parents and girls 

for the past 15 years.

Visitors and friends are always warmly 

welcomed by Jean as she quickly and 

effectively deals with sick girls, lost 

property, latecomers, broken photocopiers, 

deliveries, alarms, buses, missing vases, 

calendars, exam papers and whatever else 

may come her way. She calmly takes it all 

in her stride and never loses patience.

Despite her busy day, Jean always makes 

time for people. She is happy to lend 

an ear and to offer help and assistance 

wherever needed. If  a job has to be done,

one can rely on Jean to get it done with the 

minimum o f fuss and bother. Jean’s gentle, 

caring approach and her friendly smile will 

be missed. We wish her enjoyment in her 

retirement and everything o f the best in 

the years ahead.

TRISH PALMER

Trish Palmer started at Herschel in 

April 1994, and spent the next thirteen 

years as an im portant member o f the 

Administration Department. As Assistant 

to the Communications and Marketing 

Manager, Trish was called upon to execute 

numerous tasks. One wonders if  she ever 

stopped to count the number o f DRNs she 

produced, or the number o f programmes: 

for Speech Days and Valediction; for 

Founder’s Days and O pen Days; for 

exhibitions at Cavendish Square and 

Constantia Village; the countless labels, 

for parents’ meetings, cocktail parties, 

Council Dinners etc; the annual Herschel 

Eisteddfod. The list is endless.

Someone once said, “It’s not what you do 

once in a while, it’s what you do day in and 

day out that makes the difference.” In her 

own quiet way, Trish made a significant 

contribution to Herschel’s daily routine, 

and it was really only those who worked 

closely with her who could appreciate her 

enormous background input. We thank 

her for everything that she did, and wish 

her every blessing as she follows her new 

path.
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ADIEU

LINDY GROBLER

We say farewell to Lindy Grobler after 

more than a decade o f  service and 

commitment to the school. She assumed 

the position in 1996 , at a time when 

marketing managers were just starting to 

operate in the South African independent 

schools arena. Throughout her time at 

Herschel she has worked assiduously and 

in doing so, established the definitive guide 

on effective marketing in schools. Schools 

consistently seek her advice and guidance 

in this area — such is her reputation. She 

has put Herschel firmly on the map as the 

top girls’ school in the country.

Lindy has, over the years, written her own 

script and thereby established an enviable 

benchmark for the marketing position in 

schools. In determined fashion, she has 

relentlessly acquired qualifications and 

recognition that have enriched her ability 

to take the lead in this position. These she 

accomplished through endless hours o f 

study after work and arduous assignments 

completed over weekends and holidays.

Her qualities have earned her many 

acco lad es , am on g  them  n atio n al 

recognition as Chairman o f the Western 

Cape Region o f the Public Relations 

Institute o f Southern Africa (PRISA) from

2002 — 2004, and selection as National 

Chairman o f the Independent Schools’ 

Marketing Association (ISMA) from 2003

H  2006.

She has been responsible for so many things 

at the school — pre-eminent among them 

being the increased enrolment over the past 

years — the product o f her skill in creative 

advertising and her good relationships 

with the education community. She has 

importantly taken custodianship o f and 

fostered the major bursary and scholar­

ship foundations o f the school through 

her interactions with our benefactors, 

particularly the major funders jJjBrendalyn 

Tyers Stempel and Ernest Stempel.

She has driven innumerable initiatives over 

the years — particularly significant among 

them are the Books for Africa drive; Schools 

in Harmony Concerts at Kirstenbosch; 

Jersey Drive; Take a Girl Child to Work 

Day; AIDS Bannerthon; Good Hope FM ’s 

‘Make a Meal o f  It’ Campaign and the 

Baba Indaba.

Her achievements aside, we will remember 

Lindy for her human qualities. She leaves 

behind a legacy o f decency and kindness, 

playing the game fairly and with abiding 

dignity. H er refined and charm ing 

personality belies her inner strength and 

dedication to this school.

She is ever the quiet worker in the back­

ground who shuns the public eye, 

although her signature on all her projects is 

unmistakable. She has a tenderness o f heart 

that endears her to the entire community 

here and in the broader domain. Lindy is a 

person who diminishes conflict o f any sort, 

so all her interactions are kind and warm.

It will be difficult to replace Lindy at the 

school — she has worked with love and 

loyalty for this place and its people. Her 

contribution has been inestimable and 

she will be missed by her colleagues, staff, 

parents, girls, past pupils and indeed the 

broader school community.

She is to marry Peter Bedborough in 2008 

when she will move to Johannesburg. 

We wish her deserved happiness as she 

commences a new and exciting chapter.

ANGELIKA  FLEGG

When Angelika Flegg slipped quietly into 

Herschel in 1999 to pick up German lessons 

for the senior school, she arrived with 

many teaching innovations to inspire her 

pupils. She came as a respected examiner 

for the IEB matriculation examination, a 

post she still holds. One of the interesting 

techniques she had developed in teaching, 

doing research and teacher training at 

UWC, was to use games to make learning 

German fun and easy.

She also incorporates all types o f  

technology in her teaching. Each year, her 

Grade 11 pupils have had the pleasure o f 

participating in an international game via 

the internet and being able to compete 

with participants learning German all over 

the world.

Her pupils value the personal interest 

she shows towards all o f  them. They 

appreciate the exciting variety o f learning 

methods in her teaching programme. 

These lucky pupils have been helped to 

embrace German culture through seeing 

and discussing German films, learning 

about some of the history and geography 

o f  German-speaking countries — and 

traditional food and songs too as she is an 

excellent cook!

Her friendly, easy-going manner and her 

considerable experience have made her a 

valued colleague in the staffroom.

Ein h erzliches D an kesch on . A u f 

Wiedersehen!
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ADIEU

ISA SW ANEPO EL

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to work alongside Isa 

Swanepoel since October 2001. I have come to experience her 

leadership and camaraderie in a variety o f contexts at Herschel: 

Grade 8 Head, House Mistress o f Jagger, Enrichment Teams and as 

History Subject Tutor -  to mention but a few. I have always valued 

her loyalty, reliability, commitment and integrity. Her genuine care 

and concern for all the girls in her care were evident at all times. As 

a History tutor I could not have asked for a more passionate and 

enthusiastic colleague. She has always been open to new ideas and 

it has been a pleasure to have her in my team. Her History classes 

have never been dull or boring as Isa’s presence and presentation 

have always ensured that deeper learning and meaning was sought 

in all activities that happened there. Although, the Herschel

community will be the poorer for her leaving, we know that we 

have been enriched by her presence over the years.

Geen skool kan eintlik dit bekostig 

dat iemand soos Isa die klaskamer verlaat, 

want deur haar doelgerigte bydrae 

het ons almal net positief gebaat.

Die wêreld sal ’n beter plek wees 

met meer leerkragte soos jy.

Menige leerling, funksie, skoolprojek 

het onder jou leidende hand gedy.

Jy is ’n inspirasie vir ons almal 

omdat jy opstaan vir dit waarin jy glo.

Jy is standvastig en regverdig 

en daarom ’n rolmodel in baie oë.

Isa, jy is al so deel van Herschel 

dat die skool gaan leeg voel sonder jou.

Ons kon op jou reken in ’n krisis 

en as vriendin op jou vertrou.

Ons het jou almal nog so nodig 

dat ons jou nie eindik wil laat gaan, 

maar ons weet jy het as vrou en moeder 

’n ander plek om vol te staan.

Ons gun jou dus die blaaskans, 

maar sal altyd aan jou dink — 

miskien nog soms jou borrelende lag 

in die gange hoor weerklink.

CELIA MARTIN

In 1992, when her daughter was in Grade 8 (then Standard 6), 

Celia heard that mums were needed to assist in the Library, which 

was then in the present Chapel area. She rallied with other mums 

who volunteered to work and has never left. She became Library 

Assistant in 1996, and she immediately got her hand in and has 

been invaluable as a support to all at Herschel in many ways. 

These include, amongst many others, helping girls and staff to 

find books in the Library, shopping on the internet, assisting staff 

to set up TVs and video machines in their classrooms, binding 

Enrichment booklets and being around on Friday afternoons to 

support staff by looking after girls in detention. It is possible that 

she would rather forget the number o f times she has sorted out 

paper-jams in the photocopy machine for staff and girls! There 

was even a stage when Celia took the bookings for the school 

Cabarets and set the tables for their dinners.

However, she has other accomplishments which all who came 

into contact with her have valued. She is a font o f  knowledge 

both interesting and sometimes, intriguing. If  you want to know 

where to travel to for your next holiday or the best way o f getting 

there, Celia can be your guide. I f it is the choice o f a good book 

to read or a worthwhile film to watch, then you can count on 

Celia to advise you or to accompany you, especially i f  dishy 

Colin Firth is the male lead. She follows the news and politics 

with interest and enjoys a lively debate about current issues.

However, there are two more facets to Celia that cannot be 

forgotten. The young men in the Computer Department enjoy 

chatting to her about new techno toys and fast cars, and all the 

staff will never forget her culinary skills — put simply, she is a 

great cook. The variety o f birthday cakes she has provided for 

staff could fill a cookbook.

We wish her well in her retirement.
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ADIEU

HELEN STANFORD

One of the most significant prizes awarded 

at the annual Speech Day ceremony is the 

one acknowledging a pupil who has shown 

genuine care and concern for others. If this 

prize were to be awarded to a staff member, 

the recipient would be Helen Stanford, 

who, for the past 15 years, has done just 
this.

In the classroom, in the staffroom, in 

the Administration Block, and among 

the Estate and Kitchen staff, Helen has 

brightened lives with her sincerity, jo ie de 

vivre and real care. The question, “Medium 

or rare?” and the greeting, “Hello dodos!” 

have become legendary.

Helen’s pupils have been privileged to 

have been taught by someone for whom 

teaching is a vocation and not just a job. 

She has enlivened many potentially dull 

grammar lessons with her famous Wolfie, 

and has also been known to emulate Shirley 

Valentine by teaching to the walls. Her 

Matric results speak for themselves, and the 

many Old Herschelians who have made a

JEN N Y  LONES

It is with great sadness that we bid farewell 

to a teaching legend. Jenny has been 

teaching at Herschel for 16 years and has 

decided that the time has come to head out 

in a new teaching direction.

Jenny has an immense love for teaching and 

is deeply passionate about her subjects. She

always goes the extra mile to ensure that 

her students are prepared, confident and 

stimulated. With her wealth o f knowledge 

she always prepares captivating lessons that 

are thoroughly enjoyed by all who have the 

honour o f being in her classes. Jenny’s first 

priority is the girls that she teaches and she 

endeavours to do all she can for them.

A Grade 8 pupil had the following to 

say about Jenny’s teaching: ‘I enjoy Mrs 

Lones’s classes the best as she has the most 

interesting stories which make us laugh. 

When I am writing the exam I think o f her 

stories and can easily remember my work.’

A Grade 12 pupil said: ‘Mrs Lones takes us 

under her wing and looks after us like we 

were her own children. She really does care 

for us and wants only what is best for us. 

This is shown in all she does.’

Jenny has been extensively involved in 

the life o f Herschel and has gone about 

these aspects in a quiet manner, putting 

every ounce o f energy into everything she

special point o f visiting, bare testimony to 

the quality o f her teaching.

Known as Tannie Lawaai to her friends, 

Helen has contributed to Herschel in a busy 

and multifaceted way: Tutor, Grade Head, 

House Mistress, Lay Minister, organiser of 

waitresses for all occasions, catering and 

décor for Cabarets and Council Dinners, 

Ballroom Dancing, and o f course, the 

Matric Dance, which she co-ordinated 

with her usual flair and panache. The list 

is endless and exhausting, but Helen has 

never faulted. She has opened her home 

to staff for get-togethers and as a half-way 

house for those who travel far to school: 

the warmth o f her friendship has benefited 

all o f us.

So, while we are all going to miss her 

terribly, our affectionate wishes go with her 

as she takes some well-deserved time for 

herself and her husband, Dave. We know 

that she is going to enjoy spending time 

with her family in the USA and Britain, 

and we look forward to hearing all about 

her adventures on her return.

tackles: Enrichment administration, Junior 

Achievement, Business Quizzes, Staffroom 

organisation, EMS Auctions, Welfare Meals 

Club, Sudoku Club, and the organising of 

staff Christmas gifts, are but a few o f the 

activities that she has taken on.

As a colleague, Jenny has been a source o f 

strength and support. Despite her busy 

schedule she is always keen to listen, offer 

advice and put others’ needs before her 

own. She is caring and thoughtful, leaving 

no birthday forgotten, always adding a 

special thought in others’ trying times. It 

is an absolute pleasure to work with Jenny 

as she is not only organised and efficient, 

but also offers a wealth o f experience in her 

field.

Jenny has been an outstanding teacher, 

a trustworthy colleague, knowledgeable 

mentor, exemplary role model and the 

dearest, most reliable friend. We will 

certainly miss you immensely but wish you 

much joy for the road ahead.
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ADIEU

JULIA  ROTHQUEL

Julia joined the school in July 1995 and 

turned the catering department o f the 

school into a formidable and respected 

unit, capable o f extraordinary results. The 

catering staff has flourished under her 

gentle leadership — her warm, respectful 

manner towards her staff and justifiable 

pride in their work has elicited the very 

best response from them over the years. In 

this time they have risen to great heights 

— catering for everything from sumptuous 

gala dinners to nutritious, tasty, everyday 

meals. No request is ever too much to 

ask and they deal with endless demands 

and countless last minute requests with 

equanimity. Her team has always worked 

to a very high standard that has been 

established over the past ten years.

Julia has worked with pride to take catering 

to acknowledged heights at Herschel in a 

kind and caring way. There has been much 

bonhomie generated among the staff 

through her approachability and superb 

organisation o f the kitchen. One has only 

to think o f the traditional Monday roast 

and how much it lifts the spirits o f  the 

entire staff at the start o f a busy week. Then 

there are the welcome meals for boarders 

and the deft touches to those elegant meals 

for all occasions. The Herschel scones and 

cheese muffins are renowned.

The position involves so many additional 

things -  organisation behind the scenes, the 

preparation o f tables and venues and the 

presentation o f food. Julia takes everything 

in her stride; she is unflustered by any 

occasion -  big or small -  and is sincere in 

all her dealings with staff, parents and girls. 

We shall miss her and wish her well in her 

future endeavours.

CATHY DEHLEN

Cathy has been a member o f staff for 

just on ten years. Her enthusiastic, effi­

cient and calm presence as a Laboratory 

Assistant was much appreciated by the 

Biology and Science departments. On a 

more personal level, she has made many 

close friends, a testimony to her loyalty 

and trustworthiness. She is a person of 

many diverse interests: keen scientist, 

biologist, Christian, ballet dancer, good 

cook and, more recently, an interest in 

pilates. She left Herschel to become a 

full time pilates instructor.

Many o f her friends have become her 

clients and truly believe that Cathy has 

a natural flair and calling as a pilates 

instructor. Her positive personality 

traits come to the fore in this context, as 

she is gentle, soothing and completely 

sensitive to the individual needs o f all 

her clients. We wish her well in her new 

venture and look forward to the days 

when our paths will cross again.

DAYLE KEATING

When the newly-married Dayle Keating 

joined the Herschel Staff three years ago 

as Assistant Caterer, she could have passed 

for a M atric... Young, energetic and with a 

natural warmth, Dayle soon made her mark 

in the kitchen. She displayed a genuine flair 

for catering and her mouth-watering salads 

became firm favourites. The boarders, 

in particular, grew to love their “Mrs 

Kitchen”, and members o f  the academic 

staff found her desserts irresistible.

Dayle has brought new ideas and renewed 

energy into an important component o f 

the Herschel family. We have admired 

her dedication and genuine interest in the 

welfare o f those for whom she is catering. 

As a new mother, Dayle has had to display 

a certain skill in balancing all the demands 

placed on her, but her resilience and 

perseverance have been admirable.

Herschel is going to miss Dayle and all that 

she means to the community, but we wish 

her well as she, Jason and Morgan, settle 

into their new life in Johannesburg. We are 

sure that Dayle’s creativity will find many 

outlets.

OBITUARY FOR DIRKJE M O UTO N

Dirkje has touched so many lives during her teaching career 

and we will always remember her warmth and caring nature 

which endeared her to all. She was such a gentle person who 

never said a bad word about anyone.

She was someone with whom you could share your deepest 

feelings, a shoulder to lean on and a person who always put 

other peoples needs ahead o f her own.

Dirkje also taught us to be loyal and positive at all times. 

Even during her illness, she remained a pillar o f strength and 

carried on with the demands o f everyday life despite the fact 

that it must have been extremely difficult for her at times.
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CHAPEL NEWS

T*

Chaplain Bob Commin has been at 

Herschel since April 2003 and has 

been a well-loved priest, colleague and 

guide to us all. He is a poet, story­

teller and artist and he uses drama 

and literature in the presentation o f 

the gospel. He leaves to follow his 

passion — poetry, story-telling and 

literature. He will be sorely missed 

by his colleagues, the girls and the 

parents.

D i van Zyl

FAREWELL TO A VERY POPULAR  

CHAPLAIN

Margie Stephens

The following are extracts from Bob Commin’s 
Farewell Assembly:

What are the qualities one looks for in a 

spiritual leader, overseer or chaplain? Well, 

those o f you who have read “The Poisonwood 

Bible”, or encountered Mr Collins in “Pride 

and Prejudice”, will know what he/she should 

N O T  be! So — N O T  overbearing, bigoted, 

judgemental, nor unctuous and silly. Surely 

he should be a guide, a wise counsellor, a 

listener, a caring, empathic person whom 

one can trust. One, in fact, modelled on 

Jesus, who makes faith easier because it 

makes sense — better sense than anything 

else; whose love o f God first, then humans 

and nature, is infectious, beautiful and truly 

poetic. One who is spiritually, emotionally 

and intellectually well-balanced.

Shakespeare’s Hamlet, speaking to the only 

person in Denmark that he can trust and 

with whom he later shares his spiritual 

awakening and readiness for God’s will to be 

done, describes his stoically philosophical, 

steady friend, Horatio as one who can endure 

anything:

“A  man that Fortune’s buffets and rewards 

Hast ta’en with equal thanks.

And blest are those 

W hose blood and judgement 

are so well co-meddled,

That they are not a pipe for Fortune’s finger 

To sound what stop she please.

G ive me that man

That is not passion’s slave, and I will wear him 

In my heart’s core, ay in my heart of heart,

As I do thee.”

Such a person we have had in our midst, 

brightening our lives and helping us to 

know God better. As we say farewell and 

“God be with you”, I can only quote Hamlet 

again:

“ He (was) is a man, take him for all in all, 

(l)W e  shall not look upon his like again.”

O N C E U PO N A T IM E ...

Tessa Steyn and Helen Stanford

There was a little boy called Boblet, and Boblet 

loved to play! He played hockey (and he was 

very good at it!) and he loved playing with 

words. We want to give some o f  your words 

back to you. You wrote this about another 

priest, but they tell us about you too...

A  priest can only make the sacrifice

Tentatively, shamefully

Once made, only God can bless it.

Setting candlelight aflame 

Making the complex simple 

Like a scythe

We wish you these — your words, your 

blessings -  back to you:

BLESSINGS
Chaplain Commin 

No journey you take 

Is ever alone 

There is always 

The white light 

On the crest 

O f your mind 

The dove of friendship 

Always alighting 

The whisper 

O f encouragement 

The beckoning 

Stranger 

To lure you on 

O r send you home 

For blessings 

Upon blessings

We have come to know you as a man who 

loves to play

- with sticks

- with clay

- with stones

- with red noses

- with magic

- with candles

- with words.

H aving taught us so much through play, we 

realise your creative spirit needs to explore 

new worlds — that there are new paths you 

need to explore.
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PRIZE LIST 2007

PRESENTATION PENS

SU B A  T O  M A T R IC

Jaimienne Andrews

Nikki Flanagan

Linda Ngcokoto

Sarah Armstrong

Stephanie Fuchs

Alexandra Owens

Nicola Austin

Tamsin Greig

Liesl Potgieter

Shameema Harnekar

Ashleigh Heeger

Paige Richards

Alison Bolton

Elizabeth Kuiper

Nicola Sherman

Tamaryn Burton-Moore

Stamatia Lambridis

Michelle van Ryneveld

Shona Campbell

Inez McGregor

Lauren Weimar

Sarah Chippendale

Tiffany McOwen

Sarah Corder

Martine du Preez

LEARNING AREA AW ARDS

G R A D E  8

Afrikaans Additional Language: Bianca Gerryts 

Art (Elective): Marine Barnabe 

Drama (Elective): Jessica Rockey

Economic and Management Sciences:

Melissa Greeff

English: Caitlin Hayward and Adrienne Lees 

French: Lily Owei

Life Orientation: Malika Allie and Rachel Potter

Mathematics: Melissa Greeff

Music (Elective): Alice Clegg

Natural Sciences: Chloe Blyth and Adrienne Lees

Social Sciences: Rachel Potter

Technology: Bianca Gerryts

Xhosa (Elective): Yandisa Sojola

G R A D E  9

Afrikaans Primary Language: Nicole Lester

Afrikaans Additional Language: Sophie Stratton

Art (Elective): Ariadne Snoek

Drama (Elective): Philippa Sharpies

Economic and Management Sciences: Nicole Lester

English: Emily van Heerden

French: Nicole Lester

Life Orientation: Alexandra Dare

Mathematics: Nicole Lester

Music (Elective): Ann Kim

Natural Sciences: Aimee Morris

Social Sciences: Nicole Lester

Technology: Claire Lofthouse

Xhosa: Rudo Ndhluni

SUBJECT AW ARDS

G R A D E  10

Accounting: Alexandra Doyle

Advanced Programme Mathematics: Maggie Lu

Afrikaans First Additional Language: Nina Louw

Afrikaans Home Language: Anri Horne

Business Studies: Maggie Lu

Consumer Studies: Michelle Cunliffe and 

Emma Luyendijk

Dramatic Arts: Nicola Dare

English Home Language: Alexandra Doyle 

and Bronwyn Horn

French Second Additional Language: Aliénor Daron

Geography: Leigh de Beyer

History: Alexandra Doyle

Life Orientation: Michelle Cunliffe

Life Sciences: Bronwyn Horn

Mathematical Literacy: Marina d'Orthez

Mathematics: Maggie Lu

Music: Caterina Aldera

Physical Sciences: Kerry Macdonald

Visual Arts: Bronwyn Horn

Xhosa Second Additional Language:

Gugu Mthembu

G R A D E  I I 

Accounting: Sarah Stevens

Advanced Programme Mathematics: Pascale Tredoux 

Afrikaans First Additional Language:

Sarvesha Moodley

Afrikaans Home Language: Pascale Tredoux

Business Studies: Cara Grobler

Consumer Studies: Elizabeth van der Merwe

Dramatic Arts: Ashleigh Williams

English Home Language: Jenna Nicholls

French Second Additional Language: Pascale Tredoux

Geography: Sián Vermeulen

History: Rosanna Goddard

Life Orientation: Cara Grobler

Life Sciences: Beth Buchanan

Mathematical Literacy: Danielle Ray

Mathematics: Sarah Stevens

Music: Sarah Stevens

Physical Sciences: Sarah Stevens

Visual Arts: Luca Poole

Xhosa Second Additional Language: Zodwa Komeni

G R A D E  12 

Accounting: Zahrah Ebrahim 

Additional Mathematics: Estelle Mills 

Afrikaans Primary Language: Estelle Mills

Afrikaans Additional Language: Sarah Chippendale 

andTarrynvan der Hoek

Art: Caroline Brown

A rt -  Practical: to be announced

Biology: Kristin Hendricks

Business Economics: Kate Herringer

English (The Lady Woolley Prize): Lara Milne

French: Paree Amod

Geography: Lara Sadler

German: Lara Sadler

History: Lara Sadler

Home Economics: Katherine Nicol

Mathematics (The Liz Gibbons Prize): Lara Sadler

Music: Lara Sadler

Physical Science: Sarah Chippendale 

Speech and Drama: Shona Campbell 

Xhosa: Lisa Johnson
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SPECIAL AWARDS & MAJOR PRIZES

Ethel Hill Cup fo r Spoken English 

Michaela Kritzinger

Mrs McCormick's Prize fo r Spoken French 

Paree Amod

Riëtte Hugo Prize fo r Enthusiasm in Afrikaans 

NahnvanWyk

Bilingual Oral Proficiency at Primary 

Language level:

Lara Sadler

Abe Bailey Prize fo r Bilingualism for 

Second Language pupils 

Shona Campbell and Lerato Nxomani

Janet Steyn Prize fo r Interest in the Humanities 

Michaela Kritzinger

Dr Silberbauer Prize fo r Interest in the 

Natural Sciences 

Sarah Chippendale

Miss McLean's Prize fo r Accuracy and Neatness 

in Mathematics 

Shameema Harnekar

Zonta Prize fo r Achievement and Perseverance 

in Science and Mathematics 

Kate Herringer

Daphne Beames Aequa Mente Cup 

Estelle Mills

Pamela Duff Award 

Melissa Meyer

A rt-M id d le  School 

Ariadne Snoek

Burnett Family Prize fo r Art 

Katherine Thompson and Luca Poole

Music -  Middle School 

Ann Kim

Monique Zurich Trophy fo r Music 

Estelle Mills

Stobie Musicianship Prize 

Jane Yu

Choral Prize

Estelle Mills and Lara Milne

Eric Rosenthal Prize fo r General Knowledge 

Michaela Kritzinger

Dr Hendrickse Trophy fo r Entrepreneurship 

Shameema Harnekar

Jennifer Sale Drama Trophy fo r 

Outstanding Performance 

Iman Isaacs and Shona Campbell

McClurg Trophy for the Theatre Arts 

Nicola Dare

Frith Trophy fo r Public Speaking 

Lerato Nxomani

Isabella Trophy fo r Performance in 

an Additional Language 

Mischa Smith

Miss Geldard's Prize fo r Courtesy 

Kristin Hendricks

Erasmus Community Service Trophy 

Jaimienne Andrews

Claremont Rotary Club Prize 

Caroline Brown

Boarding House Fellowship Award 

Sasha Hall

Mary Muller Picture o f the Year 

Sarah Kuiper

Prize fo r Good Sportsmanship 

Alexandra Bergh

Theresa Bridgman Trophy for 

Sportswoman o f the Year 

Jenna Bowes

Clegg Award fo r Outstanding Academic and 

Sporting Achievement by a g irl in any grade 

Robyn Williams

Hannath Trophy fo r the Most Outstanding 

Sporting Achievement o f the Year 

Melissa Greeff

Mrs Stockwell's Prize fo r All-round Participation 

and Achievement 

Iman Isaacs

Schónborn Trophy fo r Exceptional Achievement 

Jessamie Jardim

Pietas Trophy, presented by the Labia Family 

Lerato Nxomani

Kirsten Locke Fellowship Award 

Sarah Waterfield

Sandra Wingfield Fellowship Prize 

Jaimienne Andrews

Di van Zyl Award 

Janine Abrahams

Proxime Accessi 

Estelle Mills

Desmond Loch Davis Award fo r Dux o f the School 

Lara Sadler

Headmistress's Prize fo r Participative Leadership 

Shona Campbell and Iman Isaacs

Headmistress's Prize fo r Service to  the School 

Melissa Meyer

Old Herschelian Award for Service,

Loyalty and Leadership 

Melissa Meyer
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SENIOR CERTIFICATE RESULTS: 2006

The results shown here are those receivedfrom the Western Cape Education D epartm ent (including remarks 

where these have been received) an d  are correct a t the date o f  printing. Subject distinctions are indicated in parentheses.

M A T R IC U L A T IO N  E N D O R S E M E N T  

W IT H  D ISTINCTION  

Anderson, Kerri-Leigh (Eng, Afr, Bio, Geog, Maths, Sci) 

Arton, Imogen (Eng, Add Maths, Art, Bio, Maths, Sci) 

Austin, Kate (Eng, Afr, Art, Bus Ec)

Bailie, Katie (Eng, Afr, Art)

Biebuyck, Megan (Eng, Afr, Bus Ec, Drama)

Black, Allison (Maths SG, Drama)

Bourne, Alison (Eng, Afr, Art, Geog)

Bouwer, Stephanie (Eng, A fr, Acc, Add Maths, Fre, 

Home Ec, Maths, Sci)

Brown, Sara (Eng, Hist, Maths)

Chippendale, Emma (Eng, Afr, Fre, Maths, Sci) 

Connolly, Sumaiyah (Home Ec) 

de Klerk, Charlotte (Art, Home Ec) 

de Nobrega, Mischa (Afr, Drama)

Desmarais, Kate (Eng, Afr, Geog, Drama)

Fourie, Simone (Eng, Afr, Fre, Hist, Home Ec, Maths) 

Haupt, Elke (Eng, Afr)

Hill, Laura (Bio, Home Ec)

Julyan, Ondine

Kagee, Salma (Eng, Afr, Bio, Maths, Sci)

Kloos, Remy (Art, Maths)

Kuiper, Clare (Eng, Afr, Bio, Maths, Music, Sci)

Macdonald, Nicola (Eng, Afr, Acc, Add Maths, Maths, 

Sci, Xhosa)

McClarty, Karen (Afr, Bio, Maths, Sci, Geog)

Meyer, Alexandra (Afr, Art, Maths SG)

Moffat, Tessa (Afr, Maths, Sci)

Moore, Keryn (Eng, Afr, Bio, Maths, Sci)

Nel, Ineke (Eng, Afr, Maths, Drama)

Otten, Morgan (Eng, Afr, Acc, Bio, Maths, Sci)

Pollock, Ashley (Eng, Afr, Acc, Bio, Geog, Maths, Sci)

Potgieter, Lara (Eng, Afr, Fre, Maths, Music, Sci)

Rasson, Olivia (Eng, Afr, Bio, Fre, Hist, Maths)

Richards, Lauren (Eng, Afr, Acc, Geog, Maths,

Sci, Xhosa)

Robins, Alexandra (Eng, Afr, Acc, Fre, Maths)

Rossouw, Stephanie (Drama)

Sandell, Catherine (Music, Music Perform SG) 

Scott, Kelly (Eng, Afr, Home Ec)

Seiderer, Lesley (Eng, Hist, Home Ec)

Sharpies, Anne-Marie (Eng, Add Maths, Bio, Fre, 

Maths, Sci)

Train, Genevieve (Eng, Afr, Home Ec)

van der Poel, Gemma (Eng, Afr, Bio, Geog, 

Maths, Sci)

Vasiljevic, Tanja (Art, Fre, Maths)

Watling, Danielle (Eng, Afr, Art, Geog, Maths) 

Weaver, Carin (Eng, Afr, Art, Geog)

Whitaker, Thea (Eng, Afr, Art, German)

Woker, Jenna (Afr, Geog)

Woods, Camilla (Eng, Afr, Drama)

M A T R IC U L A T IO N  E N D O R S E M E N T  
W IT H  MERIT

Ackerman, Emma

Albrecht, Natalie

Bryant, Tiffaine (Geog)

Collins, Juliette (Drama)

D'Arcy, Caoife (Drama)

Ferguson, Taymar (Acc, Geog)

Hendriks, Lara

Jansen, Kate (Drama)

Jeffery, Jessica

Khati, Lerato (Eng, Xho)

Kirkland, Annabel (Drama)

Koch, Nakita (Paint SG)

Lomba, Nicola

Louw, Casey

Lyons, Megan (Eng, Afr)

Maarschalk, Jody

McMahon, Grace (Drama)

Mitchell, Amy

Mosehla, Khutso

Mossop, Katrina (Home Ec)

Pasierbek, Aimee (Design SG, Home Ec)

Penny, Lauren (Maths SG)

Perrins, Christie (Home Ec, Maths SG)

Robinson, Caitlin (Eng, Afr)

Rorich, Cathryn 

Shonfeld, Sarah (Geog)

Slade, Catherine (Design SG)

Stewart, Kaylee (Home Ec, Maths SG)

Wicht, Alexandra (Geog)

W right, Stacey (Drama)

M A T R IC U L A T IO N  ENDORSEMENT

Ayub, Farhaanah

Farquharson, Caitlin

Hermon, Holly

Hlapolosa, Ithabeleng

Millerd, Tamsyn

Mkalipi, Lusanda

Modise, Lebohang

Norton, Suzanne

Oakes, Alicia

Pandor, Suraya

Sambo, llhaam

Shim min, Jade

Stear, Erin

EIGHT D ISTINCTIONS!

Stephanie Bouwer achieved distinctions in 

English, Afrikaans, Accounting, 

Additional Mathematics, French,

Home Economics, Mathematics and Science!
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ACHIEVERS

SCIENCE EXPO

‘Expo for Young Scientists’ is an annual 

n a tio n al p rogram m e th at begin s 

within schools and then progresses to 

competitions at regional and national level. 

The aim is to foster practical investigation 

using the scientific method. Typically, 

students suggest a hypothesis and then 

test their supposition by observation and 

m easurement. The Expo programm e 

has operated in South Africa for 30 years 

and it is good to see that aspects o f the 

new curriculum have similar outcomes in 

mind.

Herschel’s involvement with the pro­

gramme this year followed on successes at 

the 2006 National Expo and we are proud 

o f Natalie Mason and Siviwe Tshume who 

were invited to join the South African 

delegation at the M ilset Exposcience 

Internationale held in Durban during July.

The main internal Herschel Expo event, 

held in May, displays the Grade 9 projects. 

The external Chief Judge was impressed 

at the number o f projects that applied the 

scientific method appropriately and the 

event was rated as one o f the best ever. 

At the well-attended prize-giving, Sarah

Mason was awarded first prize for ‘Pack- 

a-Shack’ — an innovative practical proposal 

to ease the informal housing crisis. Eleven 

other projects were identified for entry in 

the Cape Town Regional Expo.

The Cape Town Expo was held in August 

at the M TN  Science Centre at Canal 

Walk. Herschel featured strongly in the 

list o f medal winners, winning four Gold 

Medals, one Silver Medal and three Bronze 

Medals.

The Gold Medal winners were: Alexandra 

Swanepoel (Senior M athem atics and 

Statistics: ‘A lifeline for sub-Saharan 

African countries submerged in extreme 

poverty’), Sarah Mason (‘Pack-a-Shack’), 

Jessica du Plessis and Catherine Lourandos 

(‘Eeew! ... Do we actually eat that?’) and 

Dominique Scott (‘Do wetsuits help or 

hinder while swimming?’). The Silver 

Medal was won by Ariadne Snoek and 

Frances Barker (‘Evaporative cooling’) and 

the Bronze Medals by Nicola/Carla Gubb 

and Amy McMillan/Nicole Craddock and 

Lara Kingwill.

T he regional gold  m edal pro jects 

automatically qualified for entry into 

the N ational Expo Finals held in

Pretoria during the September holidays. 

Competition is intense at this level and 

we were consequently delighted with the 

news that two Herschel projects had been 

awarded gold medals and a third project a 

bronze medal. Our warm congratulations 

to: Alexandra Swanepoel (National Gold 

M edal), Sarah Mason (National Gold 

Medal) and Jessica du Plessis/Catherine 

Lourandos (National Bronze Medals).

National Gold medal winners:
From left: Alexandra Swanepoel, Sarah Mason

Back row, from le ft N  Mageza, N Mthembu, K Pluke, K Heynes, N  Durand, D Dryding, C  Johnson, Z  Komeni, S Moodley, H deVilliers, K  William s, S Potter, D Muller

TH E ERNEST A N D  BRENDALYN STEMPEL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Second row: F Stuurman, Mr Ernest Stempel, Mrs Brendalyn Tyers-Stempel, I Isaacs, S-J Steenkamp 

Front row: K  Ngambu, K Sodayise, S Gubangxa, M Dove, N Mamputa, K Arendse, Y  Sojola
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ACHIEVERS

AFRIKAANS EISTEDDFOD

2007 is the third year that Herschel Girls’ School has participated 

in Die Kaapse Afrikaanse Eisteddfod. In 2005, 17 girls from 

Grade 8 — 12 participated in the Additional Language Poetry section. 

The results were excellent but no-one qualified for any certificates 

or medals due to the fact that a pupil has to be entered in at least 

two categories to qualify. In 2006 we had 33 entries, with a few 

girls also entering prose. Again we achieved excellent results, with 

Mischa Smith winning a silver medal for prose and a gold medal 

for poetry. Stephanie Rossouw received a certificate for achieving 

over 90% for poetry. This year we were even braver. Until now, our 

Home Language speakers have been excluded because they are not 

allowed to enter in the Additional Language section. However, in 

2007, we entered them in the Home Language section where they 

competed against other Home Language speakers — even though 

they are in an English school. This was also the first year that we 

entered in categories such as mime and dramatised prose.

A selection o f our best achievements include the following:

H om e Language 

Ilse-Lee van Niekerk:

Own Choice Prose: Honours ++ 87 -  89%

Own Choice Poetry: Highest Honours -  90% plus 

Prescribed Poem: Honours + 85 — 86%

Mime: A first for her; Honours + 85 -  86%

Chanél Erasmus:

Mime: A first for her; Honours ++ 87 -  89%

Additional language 

Iman Isaacs:

Own Choice Poem: Highest honours — 90% plus 

Prose: Honours + 87 — 89%

Unprepared Reading: Highest Honours — 90% plus

Jessica Klazinga:

Own Choice Poem: Honours + 85 — 86%

Kate Roux-Perdikis:

Own Choice Poem: Lof ++ 87 — 89%

Sarah Potter:

Own Choice Poem: Lof ++ 87 — 89%

Samantha Fish:

Own Choice Poem: Lof + 85 — 86%

Nina Louw:

Own Choice Poem: Lof ++ 87 — 89%

Manuela Cassuto:

Own Choice Poem: Highest Honours — 90% plus

Kylie Janse van Vuuren:

Own Choice Poem: Honours + 85 -  86%

Shannon Scholtz:

Own Choice Poem: Honours + 85 -  86%

Olivia Barlow:

Own Choice Poem: Honours ++ 87 -  89%

Prose: Honours + 85 -  86%

Our star performance came from Mischa Smith who managed Highest Honours (90% plus) in all three categories 

in which she participated: Own Choice Poem; Prose and Unprepared Reading.

SCHOLARSHIPWINNERS FOR GRADE 8 2008
Academic Scholarships:

Catherine Muller (Herschel Preparatory School), Amy Thompson 

(Micklefield School) and Amy Tyndall (Springfield Convent)

Music Scholarships:

Rhoni Gericke (Kenridge Primary School) and Sophie Scott 

(Springfield Convent)

Herschel All-round Scholarship: Leila Johnson (Springfield Convent)

Brendalyn Tyers Old Herschelian Scholarship:

Heath Falconer (Herschel Preparatory School)

Brendalyn Tyers All-round Scholarship: Layla Naidoo 

(Grove Primary School)

C V Starr Foundation Scholarships: Aimee Allison (John Graham 

Primary), Razaan Isaacs (Sweet Valley), Nokuthula Kalipa (Grove 

Primary), Duduzile Ndlovu (Greenfield Primary),

Nadia van der Schyff (Rosebank Primary)

Perkins Family Scholarship: Lusizo Mzini (Forest Heights Primary)

Back from le ft  A  Allison, N  Kalipa, A  Thompson and C  Muller 

Middle from le ft  L  Mzini, L Naidoo, S Scott, L Johnson and H Falconer 

Front from le ft  N  van der Schyff, R Gericke, D  Ndlovu, R Isaacs and A  Tyndall
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ACHIEVERS

UCT MATHEMATICS 

COM PETIT ION

At the U n iversity o f  C ape  Town 

M athem atics C om petition  in April, 

Herschel’s 75 entrants from Grade 8 - 1 2  

achieved the school’s highest ranking ever 

in this 30-year-old competition, being 

placed third out o f the 138 Western Cape 

schools that participated.

There were six Gold awards: in the Grade 

10 individuals’ category, Maggie Lu was 

placed fourth and Hae N a Kim ninth; 

while in the Grade 8 pairs’ category, Caitlin 

Hayward and Adrienne Lees were placed 

second and M elissa G reeff and Emma 

Matthews third.

Back Row: A  Lees, Mrs M van Schalkwyk, H Kim, M Lu 

Front Row: C  Hayward, M Greeff, E Matthew

SACEE SPELLCHECK CHAMPS

In the South African Council for English 

Education’s annual Grade 8 Spellcheck 

competition, Herschel Grade 8s proved 

themselves the best spellers amongst 

competing schools in the Cape Town area 

for the second consecutive year, achieving 

an average o f over 80% correct answers.

The 16 girls who achieved full marks are: 
back from left: Sarah Acton, Lily Owei, Sián Smith 

and A lice Clegg

Middle from left: Jennifer Armstrong, Zizipho Ntloko, 

Bianca Gerryts, NadineTimmer, Nicola Steenkamp 
and Sarah Pasierbek

Front from left: Ashleigh Arton, Micaëlla Parker,

Laura Chittenden, Lauren Bernicchi,
Emma Matthews and Melissa Greeff

A t the Council Dinner, nine staff members 

were acknowledged for their ten-year service 

to  Herschel. The Chairman of Council, 

Mrs Lynn Reid, congratulated the following: 

from le ft  Mrs Margie Stephens, Ms Silvana Scarola, 

M r Makhwezi Mesilane, Mrs Lynn Reid, 

Mrs Diana van Zyl, Mrs Cindy Summer 

and Mrs Mary-Anne Posthumus. 

Absent Miss Denise Baws, Mrs Renée Scott 

and Ms Linda Cowie
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ACHIEVERS

CHECKMATE

In April, Melissa Greeff (Grade 8), 

successfully defended her title o f  

South African Women’s Open Chess 

Cham pion. In 2006 , when Melissa 

first won the title, she was the youngest 

player to have achieved this distinction.

She first started playing chess when 

she was in Grade 2 and has enjoyed 

remarkable success being a member o f 

the South African Youth team that played 

in the World Youth Championships in 

2003 and at the age o f 12, she was in 

the top 20 o f her age group in the world. 

Melissa has played in tournaments in 

Greece, Georgia, France, India and 

Botswana and considers her greatest 

achievement to be her victory in the U20 

African Championships in Botswana in

December 2006. Later this year, she will 

compete in the All African Games in 

Algeria as a member of the South African 

Ladies’ team, being the youngest-ever 

player to be selected.

Asked what motivates her, Melissa says 

chess is a game with numerous variations 

and challenges that make it both enjoyable 

and frustrating. She recommends the 

game for the sheer enjoyment o f it — as 

well as the satisfaction o f winning. She 

has a competitive spirit and has set 

herself the goal o f becoming a Woman 

Grand Master by the time she is 15.

H aving been awarded a W oman 

International Master title (WIM) after 

her victory in Botswana last year, she 

has taken the first step towards achieving 

this ambition.

JESSAMIE PERFORMS AGAIN

Jessam ie Jardim  came third in the 

prestigious National Arts Trust Piano 

C om petition  held in Bloem fontein 

in August. She has also won prizes 

in the recent Afrikaans and Cape Town 

Eisteddfods this year.

SOUTH AFRICAN  

REPRESENTATIVES

Congratulations to the following girls for 

being chosen to represent South Africa 

in their respective sports:

Paula Dollman Under 18 Hockey 

Sian Vermeulen Under 18 Tennis 

Dominique Scott Under 15 Triathlon 

Robyn Williams Under 19 Triathlon 

Dominique Dryding Ladies Swimming 

Nahn van Wyk Under 20 Waterpolo
Melissa captured at one of her many international tournaments

ENGLISH OLYMPIAD  

SUCCESS

Herschel pupils excelled in the nation­

wide 2007 De Beers English Olympiad, 

which was written by 5170 entrants from 

Grades 10 — 12. Lara Sadler achieved 8th 

position overall. As part o f her prize, Lara 

attended the Standard Bank National 

Schools’ Festival in Graham stown. 

Other Herschel girls in the Top 100 are 

Julia Henderson (22nd), Maya Sapieka 

(38th), Geraldine McMeekin (50th) and 

Lara Milne (51st).

Back row: Lara Milne, Julia Henderson. Front row: Maya Sapieka, Lara Sadler, Geraldine McMeekin
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ACHIEVERS

FORUM DISCUSSION

This year, six Herschel teams entered the Forum Discussion 

section o f the Cape Town Eisteddfod. Three o f these teams, all 

o f whom were awarded Diplomas, achieved identical scores and 

jointly won the Carol Iljon Trophy for the Best Forum Team at 

the Eisteddfod.

It is the second time that the Grade 10 team has won the Carol 

Iljon Trophy — the same team won it when they were in Grade 8 

-  and the seventh successive year that Herschel has won it. The 

other teams (Grade 9, 11 and a second Grade 12 team) were 

awarded Honours in their respective classes.

In the keenly-contested finals o f the South African Council for 

English Education (SACEE) Forum Discussion Competition in 

early August, the Herschel team retained the trophy won by the 

school last year.

W IN N E R S  O F THE SACEE FORUM DISCUSSION  
C O M P E T IT IO N

From le ft Caroline Brown, Shona Campbell, Mrs L Clarke, Lerato Nxomani, 
Fiona Fehrsen and Kathleen Taylor

if [ MM

!■* M

W ESTERN PRO VINCE REPRESENTATIVES

Back row, from le ft  D Viotti (Golf), K Falconer (Ice-skating), L Dendy Young (Swimming, Life Saving), C  Erasmus (Squash, Hockey),

D Dryding (Swimming, Life Saving), N  Gubb (W aterpolo), H Knight (Squash), J Delson (W aterpolo), C Collins (Hockey), S Fish (Hockey),
D Scott (W aterpolo, Athletics, Cross Country, Triathlon, Duathlon)

Second row: M Lubbe (Gymnastics), S Mason (Hockey), T  Horner (W aterpolo), E van Heerden (Swimming, W aterpolo), J Grant (W aterpolo, Hockey),

A  McMillan (W aterpolo), F MacLean (Squash), D Parkfelt (Hockey), A  Katzeff (Hockey), J Buchanan(Waterpolo), S-J Pearce (W aterpolo), M Parker (Hockey)

Front row: S Vermeulen (Tennis, Hockey), N  van W yk  (W aterpolo), M Kritzinger (Squash, Debating),
R W illiam s (Cross Country, Swimming, Triathlon, Road Running), J Bowes (Tennis, Hockey), E Kuiper (Debating), N  Flanagan (W aterpolo),

P Dollman (Hockey), A  Commins (Hockey)

Absent J Dendy Young (Swimming, W aterpolo, Netball), M Greeff (Chess), A  Arton (Fencing), M Foster (Swimming, Triathlon), K Heynes (Hockey),
J Hubner (W aterpolo), S Kuiper (Netball), C  Noland (Hockey)
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VALEDICTORY
-  MS BRONWYN PARKER: GRADE 12 HEAD

As Grade Head, I have the privilege o f 

formally saying farewell to this diverse 

group o f young women as they commence 

their examinations on Monday.

Intelligent, good-humoured, responsible 

and talented were all words that came to 

mind as I began thinking about what to 

say today, but I had to remind myself that 

today is about YOU and N O T me !

Matrics o f 2007, you started your High 

School career in 2003 and in tracing your 

time at Herschel over the past 5 years, I 

have realised that not a lot has changed in 

terms o f your personalities. Vesna wrote the 

8DISA’s a letter when she went to Belgrade 

in Grade 8. The scary thing is, I still have 

this letter, but I am really pleased that I kept 

it because Vesna gave us not only a very 

detailed account o f the transport system 

and the weather... but more importantly, 

these were some of the things she asked me 

to pass on to the class at the time:

To Nicci Austin, she said: “I am missing 

you a lot and hope you are still yourself 

and not forgetful (in a nice way though).”

To Iman and Milly she said : “What’s the 

bet you guys are still sitting next to each 

other. I miss both your senses o f humour.”

And to Kathleen Taylor she said: “All I can 

say is, I hope you are keeping the volume 

down!?”

So I prove my point, not a lot has 

changed!

Consistently, this has been a grade which 

is characterised by a sense o f fun, is highly 

talented in all spheres o f school life and has 

a strong sense o f togetherness and solidarity 

and It would take me months to pay tribute 

to the list o f accomplishments achieved by 

this group since their Grade 8 year.

While your achievements are important,

I believe that it is as people that you have 

been most successful and your personalities 

will stand out for me and the staff in the 

future.

Your school memories will be less about 

being able to pass a Science prac (ever) or 

solving a Maths problem, but more about 

the friendships and experiences which you

had with staff and with each other. You will 

sit and talk about your teachers and you will 

sit and talk about your friends from school, 

only then perhaps realising the impact that 

people at school had on your life

You will remember how much Miss Baws 

loves Mr Darcy and Brad Pitt. You may 

also remember your Matric year as “the 

Year o f the Locked Common Room” . You 

will wonder how Mrs van Zyl knew your 

names the minute you stepped onto the 

property in Grade 8 as well as the fact that 

she knew “stuff” about you too. You will 

remember running to Mrs Mallon’s English 

class and to Miss Burdens Science class for 

fear o f being locked out and something you 

will not forget, is trying to abort “Mission 

Cell Phone” two weeks ago during formal 

Monday assembly as Mrs Clarke was mid­

flight delivering her cell phone warning to 

the entire school.

Over the past five years, you have infused 

the school with your character and 

enriched our lives. You have infuriated 

the staff at times, made us laugh, made

us proud, made us wonder if some of you 

would ever be on time for school... or at 

school for that matter... and you crept into 

our hearts.

Don’t forget the people that you have 

met and don’t rely on Facebook to keep 

in touch with your friends and definitely 

not staff because most o f them don’t know 

how to use it ... (for those o f you that don’t 

have facebook, the following will make 

no sense) — so girls, poke your friends, 

send them a Garden Gnome, tag them in 

photograph, but also remember to pick up 

the phone and hear their voice because the 

relationships you make now will support 

you in the future.

You are at a point in your lives today where 

one chapter o f  your life’s book is closing 

and another is about to begin. There have 

been many authors who have carefully 

crafted the pages o f your book, but now 

you have been handed the pen. Don’t be 

afraid to make bold strokes, don’t be afraid 

to make mistakes and don’t be afraid to 

follow your dreams.
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MATRICS 2007

DISA

Rack row, from le ft  A  Cohen,V Cowell, M Baillie, N  Campbell, N  Austin,T Burton-Moore, S Campbell 

Second row: N  Chenia,A Bolton, S Corder, J Bowes,A Bergh, J An, S Armstrong, K Bossenger, N  Bruce, N Bell 

Front row. C  Brown, Ms B Parker (Grade Head), J Andrews, C  Baxter, N-J Cook, S Chippendale, N Allie, P Amod, Ms D Main (Tutor), J Abrahams

Absent B Bijl

HP ^  H  H i n  .

ERICA

Rack row, from left: M Kuhn, L Johnson, Z  Ebrahim, S Kuiper, S Fuchs, N  Flanagan, K Knight 

Second row: K  Herringer, F Fehrsen, C  Grobbelaar, S Harnekar, M Kritzinger, K Hendricks, M Hlapolosa, A  Jordan,V Johnson, A  Heeger 

Front row: R Essack, Ms B Parker (Grade Head), M Dickson,T Greig, M du Preez, K Dalton, J Jardim, I Isaac, Mrs T  Venter (Tutor), K Coyne

Absent L Kuiper,T McOwen
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MATRICS 2007

ILEX

Back row, from le ft  L Potgieter, I McGregor, C  Reid, E Mills, I Louw, S Munnik, M Meyer 

Second row: L Nxomani, L Milne, P Richards, R Louw, K Nicol, J Louw, J Richards, K Pluke, S Lambridis, N  Montlake 

Front row: N Osman, Ms B Parker (Grade Head), A  Owens, M Rehbock, L Nesbitt, C  Mulligan, L Ngcokoto, J-L Robertson,

Mrs K van der Merwe (Tutor), M Ma

PROTEA

Back row, from le fts  W issing,C  W ijnberg, A  Simpson,T van der Hoek, L van der Lith.J W eeden, R W illiam s 

Second row: S Water-field, F van Dorsten, M van Ryneveld, N  Sherman, W asiljevic, N  Scott, N  van W yk, K  Taylor, J Yu, A  W oods 

Front row. L Sadler, Ms B Parker (Grade Head), F Stuurman, C  Stott, L Weimar, ATomazos, T  W illiam s, N  Saldulker, M sT Steyn (Tutor), Z  Sheikh
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MATRICS 2007

PREFECT CAMP

Alexandra Woods

Our first right o f passage as new prefects began on a sunny January morning. It was only 

the sun, however, that seemed to be blissfully cheery on this fateful day, as the I4faces 

in the bus-load o f apprehensive girls became increasingly stormy during our journey to 

the Outward Bound Leadership Development Course. We were however, distracted, and 

welcomingly so, by a short stop at a Shell garage for sticky ice cream. Possibly a clever 

diversion tactic o f Mrs van Zyl and Ms Parkers, and perhaps a form of pre-compensation 

for the physically straining and mentally-challenging course we were about to commence.

Our apprehension stemmed from the gear list we had received a few days before. The list 

included, among pages o f other items, a pair o f water shoes for all water activities. This we 

interpreted to mean flippers and nervously wondered if our Headmistress and Grade Head 

had planned for us to spend the weekend sitting at the bottom of a lake. Fortunately, we 

camped among high fern trees on dry land. Although some girls set their tent up inside 

out and resorted to sleeping on the outside, the most worrying problem was in connection 

with the mobile toilet. Not only were we concerned with the fact that the camp sight 

and toilet area were fairly exposed to other hikers, but we were also unsure o f what our 

nourishment would consist and, therefore, ingeniously decided to tie the toilet down with 

string, lest it literally fulfilled its name’s reputation and became mobile.

Our group, appropriately named Team Platypus (for no other reason than to represent our 

sensibleness), undertook challenging and new experiences that were immensely beneficial 

to our strength and connection as a team, and our confidence as individuals. Certain 

activities, including rock climbing and raft building, were undoubtedly significant and 

representative o f the challenges we certainly would have to face throughout the year.

The Outward Bound experience was unquestionably a bonding and memorable adventure 

from which the prefects have grown into secure and competent leaders. This unforgettable 

right o f passage must be credited to Mrs van Zyl and Ms Parker, whose guidance, humour 

and care were overflowing and greatly appreciated.

MATRICS AT THE  
CULTURAL D IN N E R

PREP S C H O O L FAREWELL T O  MRS NEL’S AFRIKAANS CLASS
TH E MATRICS
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MATRIC DANCE: A VENETIAN BALL

The theme for this 

year’s dance was ‘A 

Venetian Ball’. Crossing 

a bridge to enter 

hall, girls and their 

partners were greeted 

by gondoliers. The 

backdrops created the 

impression o f the canals 

and sights o f Venice 

— the City o f Bridges 

and Lights — the palazzi 

o f the Grand Canal, the 

Bridge o f Sighs, villas 

with their parapets and 

even a gondola.



MATRIC DANCE: A VENETIAN BALL



GRADE 1 -  12

GRADE I T O  GRADE 12

Back row, from le ft  S Corder, L Potgieter, I McGregor, N  Austin, S Fuchs, S Armstrong, N  Flanagan, S Campbell, M van Ryneveld 

Second row: M du Preez, LW eim ar, N Sherman, S Harnekar, P Richards, A  Heeger, E Kuiper 

Front row: L Ngcokoto, S Chippendale, A  Owens, Mrs AD  van Zyl,T  Greig, S Lambridis, J Andrews

r

A

i i i j  ■

» J |  1

O L D  HERSCHEL M OM S & DAUGHTERS

From left: Natasha Montlake and Suzanne Ackerman-Berman, Lily and Camilla Kuiper, Annabel and D orrie Simpson, Robyn and Cathy Louw,
Nicola and Sue Sherman, Sarah and Jean Kuiper,Victoria and Liz Cowell
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BOARDING HOUSE

BOARDING HOUSE REPORT

Jacqueline Louw

We have had a full house the whole o f this 

year as eight Grade 8s, two o f whom have 

been here for Grade 7, one Grade 10 and 

four Matric and Grade 11 hotel boarders 

have joined us.

As always, the boarders have continued to 

excel in all spheres o f the school. In sport 

we have had great achievements, as Nahn 

van Wyk played South African Waterpolo, 

Sarah Kuiper played Netball at provincial 

level and Danielle Parkfelt in Grade 9 and 

Micky Parker in Grade 8 played hockey 

also for provincial teams.

I have struggled to keep up with Alex Bergh, 

our Deputy o f House, who has played 

in nearly every single First Team sport at 

Herschel this year and has continued to

excel in her music, achieving a Diploma in 

Recorder at the Eisteddfod.

In Grade 11, Lieza van der Merwe took 

part in First Team Waterpolo and in the 

cultural sphere, Amy H ousdon, Cara 

Grobler and Geri McMeekin took part in 

the very successful Inter-house plays this 

year.

The Grade 9s and 10s continued to be a 

loud and chatty bunch and were joined 

by Courtney Barry at the beginning o f 

the year. She proved to be a perfect match 

for the dorm. Alex Whitfield’s exchange 

partner, Anna Moran, from Presbyterian 

Ladies’ College in Sydney, also joined us.

The Grade 8s have ensured that Alex and I 

lead balanced lifestyles. We have not only 

been loaded with schoolwork but have 

been amused by their conversations (as we

live across the passage).

We have had to attend to their requests of 

helping to search for missing hundred rand 

notes and even tucking them into bed at 

night!

The boarders’ sit was redecorated at the 

beginning o f the year and the school very 

kindly installed D STV  for us. As a result, 

we have had plenty o f fun and laughter 

sessions after our prep time.

We have always been grateful for the 

helpful Boarding House staff. We would 

like to thank Ms Knott, Ms Meyer, Ms 

Dina Malouw and Ms Lenet Jacobs for 

everything they have done.

Alex and I have thoroughly enjoyed our 

time as Deputy and Head of the Boarding 

House and we have been privileged to 

have had a grade that fully supported us in

B O A R D IN G  HOUSE

Back row, from left: C  van der Merwe, C Grobler, G  McMeekin, A  Hill, E van der Merwe, A  Housdon, S Hall, D van der Vyver, D Parkfelt 

Second row: M Parker, S Pasierbek, S Nicholas, C  Barry, D Corder, Mrs C  Meyer, H Kim, L Owei, Q  Dunywe, M Forbes, A  W hitfield 

Front row: N Montlake, T  W illiam s, A  Simpson, Mrs J Knott, J Louw (Head of Boarding), A  Bergh, S Kuiper
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EXCHANGE

Autumn, or “Fall” as they say, has arrived 

in all its glory and Virginia is definitely the 

place to be. As home to the first settlement 

o f  colonists, it is incredibly old and 

established, with beautiful trees and 

buildings. I haye really become an expert 

on American history, as I am not only 

taking a U .S. history class, but have also 

visited every historical site in the area as 

this particular area is so rich in history.

On halloween night we really got the 

chance to connect with our more child-like 

sides and dressed up as Ninja Turtles to 

‘trick or treat’ with hundreds o f other 

children. It was completely different to 

anything that I have ever experienced at 

home and was such fun!

EX T R A C T S  FRO M  E X C H A N G E  G IR LS ’ E-MAILS

G R E A T  BR IT A IN

Fiona MacLean

U SA

On Sunday night I arrived at Benenden. 

All the girls in my house were there to 

welcome me. I am sharing a room with 

Imogen and she has decorated it with loads 

o f pictures and flowers, so it feels very 

homely. I can’t believe that I am in the 

middle o f the country — I can see cows 

from my bedroom window! The school is 

so beautiful and it has amazing facilities.

The grounds are huge and I have found 

myself lost on more than one occasion.

I  am taking English Literature, which is 

my favourite subject here. We are studying 

many poems and a play and we are having 

really good discussions on the work - 1 love 

it! I’m also taking Politics which is so 

interesting. I have loads to learn about the 

British system but I’m teaching the class a 

little bit about South African politics too.

On Tuesday night we had a lively discussion 

about whether or not religion does more 

harm than good. It was a good discussion 

and some very interesting points came up. 

I really enjoyed it and many o f the girls: 

have very strong opinions on this topic.

Amy Housdon, Pascale Tredoux

Pascale and I have not quite adjusted to 

wearing make-up and high heels to school 

everyday!

A very interesting difference is  that 

most lessons are conducted very much 

like lectures and everything is done 

electronically. Teachers also teach o ff 

Smartboards only and homework for each 

day is posted on the school website. It has 

been quite eye-opening to see the vast 

impact that technology has had here and 

how successfully it is being used.
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EXCHANGE
EX T R A C T S  FRO M  E X C H A N G E  G IRLS ’ E-MAILS

T H E  N E T H E R L A N D S

Ashleigh Commins, Olivia van As, Katherine Thompson

Bicycles are the way o f life here in Holland — our granny bikes as we call them. We have had some really- 

jood times on them. We have become more independent as you have so much more freedom here. Lily, 

on the other hand, has been finding her 20km round-trip to school a very strenuous. You cycle in all 

weather, even hail storms! You can imagine the laughs we have.

i Back at school, we are participating in LEM UN. It is a huge international conference where people all 

around the world from different schools come together to debate various issues related to the United 

Nations. The topic we were given was “The role o f conflict diamonds in Africa”. We are all part o f the 

same committee but have to debate for different countries: Ashleigh for Canada, Lily for Uruguay and Katherine for Egypt.

On the first day o f a field trip to Belgium and France, we visited two cemeteries, the Tyne Cot Cemetery Passchendaele and the Langemarck 

Cemetery. It was really interesting to see the difference between the two, as one was for the victors from the battle in that area and the 

other was for the Germans, who lost the battle. The victors’ cemetery was really beautiful, with white tombstones and big memorials 

while the German’s cemetery was gloomy and dark with four mass graves with about 25 000 people per grave. This was because Belgium 

did not want to give the enemy a' lot o f space! We also went to two museums today and were able to walk through trenches where an 

actual battle took place. This was really interesting and actually quite scary to think o f how many people died there many years ago.

IN D IA

Am y H ill, M ollie Liesner

I was lucky enough to go to 

a Leprosy home on Diwali to 

deliver gifts and food. This was 

a very sad but at the same time a 

rewarding experience.

Overall, I am loving this place, 

especially the people who are so 

warm and friendly.

All is well over here in the 

Himalayas. It is a bit surreal though, to 

think that I am actually in India. Yesterday 

I sat and looked at the snowy peaks o f 

Tibet! So amazing! I am loving the scenery 

and will start painting some of it soon.

I am learning so much here about all the 

different cultures and especially about 

their religions. I find it so fascinating and 

am slowly learning all about the different 

gods and their portfolios (for want o f a 

better word).

It may sound strange, but I have found 

myself doing a lot o f deep thinking and 

philosophising while I have been here.

AUSTRALIA

PERTH

Sarah Stevens

I have really taken a liking to living in a 

safe environment and being able to catch 

buses and trains without any hesitation.

S Y D N E Y

Lieza van der Merwe, Nicole Newman

The school life is interesting — very different 

compared to Herschel. It’s so relaxed and 

the girls just whip out their phones and 

iPods during class... it’s pretty funny!

Sydney is definitely one o f the most 

beautiful cities I have ever seen... there is 

so much water but sadly no mountains! 

The buildings in the city look so much 

taller than ours but I think that is only 

because we have the mountain in the 

backdrop o f our city, making our buildings 

look smaller.
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OLD HERSCHELIAN NEWS

E N G A G E M E N T S  

BATEMAN-MELLON.

Alison Bateman to Gareth Mellon.

BENDZULLA- WITTENBERG.

Samantha Bendzulla to Nicholas Wittenberg.

BUCHANAN -  ROSS-INNES.

Caryn Buchanan to Mark Ross-lnnes.

CARTER -  RIVETT-CARNAC.

Sarah Carter to Richard Rivett-Carnac.

FORRESTER-VAN DERWATT.

Poppy Forrester to Greg van der Watt.

GANT -  KILPIN. Katherine Gant to Richard Kilpin. 

HOVSTAD -  SCAWN. Silje Hovstad to Richard Scawn. 

KOHLER -  WILSON. Hayley Kohler to Greig Wilson.

LEINBERGER—TIKWART.

Lucinda Leinberger to Alan Tikwart.

LINDSAY-EDWARDS.

Tamsin Lindsay to James Edwards.

LOUW -  TURNER. Nikki Louw to Jon Turner.

RICE -  DALLING. Melanie Rice to David Dalling.

SCHONBORN-BARWELL.

Louise Schonborn to Jamie Barwell.

TAYLOR -  TYSON. Ming Taylor to Grant Tyson.

WRIGHT -  HEALY. Anne Wright to David Healy.

M A R R IA G E S

BAIGRIE -  HOOPER. Fiona Baigrie and Anthony Hooper, 

August 2007 in Maine, USA.

BERRY -  THERION. Clarissa Berry and Andre Therion, 

October 2006.

BERRY -  RIPPEL. Tarryn Berry and Oliver Rippel, 

February 2007 in Phuket, Thailand.

BOTES -  BEATTY. Dominique Botes and 

Daniel Beatty, March 2006.

CAPRI -  DE WAAL. Tina Capri and Pieter de Waal, 

December 2006.

DRERUP -  HUGHES. Anouk Drerup and Chris Hughes, 

December 2006, in Sydney.

DRYDEN-DYMOND -  CLAGUE. Nicola Dryden-Dymond 

and Michael Clague, March 2007.

FELTZ -  KIWI. Kirsten Feltz and Alan Kiwi,

February 2006.

GEORGE -  FARR. Susannah George and Anthony Farr, 

December 2005.

GIBSON -  DE KOCK. Tarryn Gibson and Anton de Kock, 

December 2005.

HARTLEY -  BRADSHAW. Rosemarie Hartley and 

David Bradshaw, April 2006.

ISSA -  FLEMING. Suzanne Issa and John Fleming, 

November 2006, in USA.

LOUW-TURNER. Nikki Louw and Jon Turner,

November 2007.

MAYHEW -  HOPMEIER. Carrie Mayhew and 

Kim Hopmeier, September 2007 in Sydney.

PEACOCK -  TRAVIS. Tanya Peacock and Thomas Travis, 

May 2006.

RAIMONDO -  PHITIDIS. Domitilla Raimondo and 

Kimon Phitidis, December 2006.

RATCLIFFE -  WRIGHT. Jenny Ratdiffe and 

Darryl Wright, December 2006.

ROUND -  BOTHA. Kim Round and Lourens Botha, 

December 2006.

VAN HOOGSTRATEN -  LIDDLE. Sandy van Hoogstraten 

and Ian Liddle, March 2006.

WITTER -  KATZ. Sarah-Jane Witter and Lloyd Katz, 

October 2005.

BIRTHS

BELLAIRS. To Anna (Summs) and Stephen, a son, Owen.

BESTER. To Xanthe (Steward) and Joe, a daughter, 

Imogen, 2005.

BOTTGER. To Tanya (Rutherford) and Richard, a daughter, 

18 December 2006.

CRAWLEY. To Vikki Crawley and Luc Herman, a son,

Gabriel Peter, 19 February 2007.

DE KLERK. To Karen (Snyders) and Andre, a son,

Sebastian Thomas, 24 September 2006, in Rotterdam.

DE VILLIERS. To Caroline (Truter) and Meyer, a daughter, 

Ariane, January 2006.

DU PLOOY. To Hazel (Sparks) and Mathieu, a son,

David Lewis, 25 January 2006.

FRANZ. To Sally (Gwynne- Evans) and Cedric, a son, 

Thomas, July 2007.

GARUTI. To Nicole (Barnard), a daughter, Isabella,

28 March 2006.

GIBBON. To Lane (Benjamin) and Murray, a son, Zachary, 

16 July 2007.

GOOD. To Heather (Dicey) and David, a daughter, 

Rosemary Emma, sister to Daniel, 17 October 2006.

HALL. To Samantha (Byers) and Andrew, twins,

Stuart and Jessica, 7 May 2007.

HAMILTON. To Charlotte (Hartwell) and Edward, 

a daughter, Iona Elizabeth, 25 January 2006.

HODGE. To Claire (Schonborn) and Miles, a daughter, 

Katherine, 21 January 2007.

HUGHES. To Caroline (Sedgwick) and Gregg, a daughter, 

29 December 2006.

JOHNSTONE. To Danielle (Martin) and Steven, a son,

Luke, January 2006.

JONES. To Philippa (Carr) and Jamie, a daughter,

Chloë Rhiannon, sister to Matthew, 19 October 2006.

LIDDLE. To Sandy (van Hoogstraten) and Ian, a daughter, 

Kate, July 2007.

NGWENYA.To Unathi (Nkuhlu) and Lulama, a son,

Qhama Zenzokuhle, 28 January 2006.

PETERS. To Camilla (Kohler) and Craig, a daughter,

Nicola Joy, 30 October 2006, in London.

SANDRI.To Sarah (Rice) and Baylon, a son, Milan Charles, 

3 October 2006.

STOLLER.To Jodi (Kantor) and Jonathan, a son,

17 April 2007.

THOMPSON.To Lesley (Millar) and Andrew, a son,

James David, brother to Amy and Mark, 27 April 2007, 

in Zimbabwe.

THORNTON. To Christie (Peters) and Bruce, a daughter, 

sister to James and David, 31 May 2007.

WEBSTER. To Joe (Volkmann) and Lincoln, twin 

daughters, 29 January 2007.

WILLIS. To Marie-Louise (Spengler) and Darren, a 

daughter, Ella Louise, 26 October 2006.

DEATHS

CLARKE, Bert (Staff, 1983-1989) 23 September 2006, 

aged 85.

GUDEHUS, Monica (1979) 10 December 2006, in 

Namibia.

GUERRINI, June ( nee Jeffrey, 1957) 4 October 2006.

HAIGH, Dr Margaret Haigh MBE (nee Mitchell, 1945)

11 November 2006, in Johannesburg.

HARSANT, Hilary (Pupil & Staff, 1935-1973)

10 November 2006, aged 89.

MARSHALL, Diane (1953) 11 December 2006, in Hove, 

United Kingdom.

McADAM, Val (nee Kilpin, 1947) July 2007, in Canada.

McRAE, Barbara (nee Liefeldt, 1953) 22 October 2006.

MELCK, Wenda (nee Petree,1941) 23 December 2006.

RYLANDS, Joan (nee Payne, 1928) 13 November 2006, 

aged 94, in England.

SALMON, Nicola (2000) 18 May 2007.

VERSFELD, Barbara (nee Barry, 1939)

21 December 2006.

WILTSHIRE, Suzanne (nee Drennan, 1942)

10 November 2006.
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OLD HERSCHELIANS

OLD HERSCHELIAN 

ASSOCIATION

Pru Crawley, Chairman

This year has seen the transferring o f all 

data from the database operated by Di 

Burns to the Management System operated 

by Herschel. This system has the capability 

to effectively manage alumni details. In 

this regard I would like to thank Mary- 

Anne Posthumus and Debbie Griffiths for 

all their efforts in transferring the data. 

Sadly, there are still many past pupils who 

need to be entered into the system — pupils 

who attended Herschel in the days when it 

was an option to join the Old Herschelian 

Association. It is never too late to send in 

your cheque for R300, made payable to the 

Old Herschelian Association — we really 

want to stay in touch.

Herschel has launched their website —

www.herschel.org.za — this year and the 

intention is that there will be a place for 

OHA members to find out current news 

and read up on forthcoming events.

You can still contact me personally on 

my email address if  you need to do so: 

pruzie@gmail.com.

We again had a very successful cocktail party 

on the 15 February. The turnout was good 

and there were lots o f the 1967 Matrics 

whose 40th reunion it was. Admirably 

organised by Helen Henderson, there was 

an almost one hundred percent turnout, 

which was a wonderful affirmation o f 

the unity o f their class. As usual, the next 

day Di Van Zyl organised a speaker from 

each reunion to entertain us at lunch with 

their reminiscences o f their school days at 

Herschel. This is always highly entertaining 

and a wonderful tradition that I hope will 

continue in the future.

At the end o f this year we shall be saying 

goodbye to Headmistress Mrs Di van Zyl. 

She has been a wonderfully passionate 

advocate o f Herschel and one o f her 

dearest aims is to maintain contact with 

the alumni. Please let us fulfil this wish.

With the new computer programme, 

keeping in touch should be much easier. 

As always, I would like to thank Di Burns 

on behalf o f us all for the incredible work 

she has done and is still doing for the Old 

Herschelian Association -  without her we 

would not have a database.

Finally, if  any o f the circle secretaries or 

O H  committee have some spare time, we 

would love any help at Herschel putting 

information onto this new programme.

I hope to see as many o f you as possible at 

next year’s cocktail party in the Atrium on 

Thursday, 14th February 2008.

CLASS OF 1957
Back row, from le ft Barbara Beck (W iltshire), Fran Bertish (Small), Tania Fischer (Kram er), Robud de W aal (Robb), Sue MacGregor,

Christa van Doom  (Behnsen), Caroline Kingdon (Syfret)

Second row: Judy Smuts (Corder)

Front row: Elizabeth W itchell (W elsh), Audrey Hoyle (W illiam s), Anne Templeton (Kipps)
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85TH FOUNDER’S DAY

Right The old greeting the new

Below: Singing the school song; 

“W e  are assembled here in love”

Herschel’s 85th birthday celebration 

on 16  February 2 0 0 7  was attended 

by M rs Charlotte Herschel 

Farquharson, the great-great- 

granddaughter o f  Sir John Herschel, 

after whom the school is named. 

Mrs Farquharson enthralled the 

senior girls and staff with an 

illustrated talk on the history o f  the 

Herschel family, which included 

not only the background to the 

discovery o f Uranus by Sir William  

Herschel but also o f the fam ily’s 

other scientific accomplishments. 

M rs Farquharson lives in England 

and tim ed her visit to 

Cape Town to coincide with  

Herschel’s Founder’s Day.

Mrs A D  van Zyl, Rev. B Commins, Mrs A  Golding, Mrs C  Herschel Farquharson and Rev. M W alker
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DRAMATIC PRODUCTION: GODSPELL

e\ According

The Senior School presented Godspell, a 
popular musical which tells the story of 

Matthews Gospel through a collage of 

contemporary performance styles. Set in a 

playground, the Herschel production captured 

the energy of the play through the creative 

collaboration between staff and girls.



ENRICHMENT: GRADE 8

Being in Grade 8, we’ve had 

the opportunity to experience 

Enrichment Week. A ll o f  us 

quickly realised what we had been 

missing out on. Our task this week 

was to pay special attention to 

sustainability.

MONDAY 20 AUGUST

Monday’s talk on sustainability was a great 

introduction to Enrichment Week. It gave us 

a broad idea o f the topic and suggested many 

ways o f improving our planet. We next visited 

Oasis Recycling, where we learned how much 

o f a difference Oasis really makes to our 

community. They not only reduce the amount 

o f waste but also supply jobs to people who 

have disabilities. This was followed by a trip 

to the dump. The amount o f waste on the 

dump site showed us how we should recycle 

more in order to keep our country clean. We 

came back to school and made T-shirts for 

disadvantaged children. It was lots o f fun and 

we enjoyed the fact that the shirts went to a 

worthwhile cause.

TUESDAY 21 AUGUST

Our day at school started o ff with a rap 

about important environmental matters.This 

brought excitement and spirit to the start o f 

the day and was followed by the documentary, 

“An Inconvenient Truth”, which was an eye- 

opener. We felt that A1 Gore definitely got 

the message across about global warming and 

the future o f our planet. Afterwards we had 

a lesson on self-defence. Not only was this a 

fun exercise, it was also a lesson in protection 

and awareness. Next we had a team from 

Leap School teaching us Gumboot dancing. 

This was enjoyed by all and new steps and 

choreography were learnt.

WEDNESDAY 22 AUGUST

On this day we travelled out to Stellenbosch 

to visit local wine farm, Spier. Spier offers an 

enclosure for endangered and injured raptors 

and cheetahs. We were informed about the 

birds and cheetah and instructed about their 

ways o f living and how they adapt to their 

surroundings. We then went to a neighbouring 

farm, the Sustainability Institute, and we were 

amazed at how environmentally-friendly and 

effective their ways o f living are.

THURSDAY 23 AUGUST

The day began with two speakers: one 

talking about the baboons on the peninsula 

and the other about Cape Point and its flora 

and fauna. These were spotted on our walk 

at Cape Point and while we were there, we 

learned a lot about its history and enjoyed 

beautiful scenery.

FRIDAY 24 AUGUST

On this day we all contributed in some way 

to the report back. After a visit to the Two 

Oceans Aquarium enlightened us about sus­

tainable fishing and how we must take note 

o f which species o f fish we choose to eat.

Enrichment Week was a wonderful experience 

that definitely broadened our minds in terms 

o f sustainability and caring for the world.

W ritten by: Rosslee Guess, Lisa Paterson,

Reegan Dos Santos, Lara Pothecary and  
Kate van den Aardweg
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ENRICHMENT: GRADE 9

REFLECTIONS O N  GRADE 9 

ENRICHM ENT

M any people say that South A frica’s 

beauty is only skin deep, but I believe 

that its true beauty lies within the people. 

Throughout Enrichment Week, I met a 

few o f Cape Town’s good citizens who 

taught me both the responsibilities and the 

positive consequences o f displaying good 
citizenship.

During our trip to Khayelitsha, I met two 

extraordinary women: Rosie and Vicky. 

Both live in poor, harsh conditions, yet 

they still manage to put something back 

into their community. Rosie initiated a 

kitchen from which she feeds the hungry 

mouths o f people o f all ages. She manifests 

her good citizenship by helping others 

around her with generosity and optimism.

Vicky started a bed and breakfast, as well 

as an educare centre. She too, is a shining 

example o f a good citizen who cares more 

about those around her than herself.

Aimee Morris

Reflecting on Enrichment and thinking 

about the outstanding members o f  

society that I have met, I realise that 

I have learnt numerous lessons from 

them, undoubtedly more than they did 

from me. I realised that simple acts o f 

kindness are what make a difference in 

the end and that anyone can make this 

difference.

Philippa Campbell

For years, anyone travelling into Cape Town 

has tried to ignore the sprawling shacks in 

plain view o f the highway. Recently, the 

‘braver’ tourists are being shown more 

o f the authentic Cape Town — a big step 

and one that should be promoted. Visitors 

need to start coming to our city — not just 

to wine and dine in splendour, but to also 

see such amazingly different culture while 

helping those within it who really need it, 

as we have done this past week.

Hannah Knight

In Kommetjie, we went on an obstacle 

course and my friend showed me that 

when life presents you with obstacles, a 

friend is always there to help you over the 

hurdles. What touched me deeply was the 

final race on the obstacle course. Knowing 

Herschel girls, I presumed that we would 

all clamber over each other to get to the end 

first. However, I was pleasantly surprised. 

Many girls stopped to help their friends 

over the hurdles: giving them a pull-up 

over the rocks and dragging them up the 

impossible sand dune. This showed me 

that people stereotype themselves and don’t 

give themselves a chance to show who they 

really are and that they do care.

Sarah Mason
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ENRICHMENT: GRADE 10

The focus o f our Enrichment was 

“a change o f heart”.

We are a ll 16-year-old girls, so 

changing our minds is easy —  but 

changing our hearts sounded like a 

b it o f  a challenge, one that we were 

all excited to embark upon!

A CH AN GE OF HEART...

The opening speech on the first day was by 

Anansa Diener from LoveLife. LoveLife is a 

lifestyle campaign that was launched in 1999 

and intends to reduce the prevalence o f HIV 

and Aids among young South Africans. Their 

target market is all young people between 

12 and 17 years old. Afterwards, we went 

to classrooms to start creating hearts out o f 

cardboard. On the hearts, we had to write 

down where our own hearts were at that 

moment, thinking about our own feelings and 

experiences. At the end of the week, another 

heart made from plastic, was put over the 

cardboard heart. On the plastic heart we had 

to reflect how our hearts had changed.

Later that day, we left for Melkbos campsite 

to spend our Monday evening. Here we made 

and decorated gift boxes for the children at 

St Joseph’s Home. Steve Sherman, Regional 

Director and long-serving volunteer o f Reach 

for a Dream, spoke to us about the Reach for a 

Dream Foundation, the impact of dreams that 

are fulfilled and the lives that are touched by 

the children, their families and the volunteers 

who interact with them.

Before bedtime, we all enjoyed the movie 

‘Whale Rider’.

On the second day, Rev. Bob Commin spoke 

to us about Table Mountain. The Mountain 

is a landscape o f exquisite beauty in whose 

presence we live our lives. It makes Cape Town 

one o f the most beautiful cities in the world. 

Its image markets our country and conveys 

a message to the world. Back at school, Mrs 

Louise Gibbon presented a workshop to us 

about Paradigm Shifts.

On the third and fourth day; we visited 

St Joseph’s Home, The Light and Healing 

Centre, the JL  Zwane Centre and Rosmead 

and Kewtown Primary Schools. St Joseph’s 

accepts, cares for, nurses and rehabilitates 

chronically ill or handicapped children for as 

long as is required, up to the age o f 18 years. 

Founded in 1935 by the German Pallottine 

Missionary Sisters, it presently cares for 150 

children.

The Light and Healing Centre in Kenilworth 

and Tokai is a centre which provides 

arom atherapy and massage, but with a 

difference — all the people are blind. It is a 

place that empowers and equips blind people 

to become self-employed.

JL  Zwane Church and Centre supports 

and m otivates people living with H IV / 

AID S. It gives them opportunities to share 

their struggles and exposes them to more 

information on H IV and Aids.

At Rosmead Primary and Kewtown Primary 

schools we decorated paper plates and biscuits 

and interacted with the pupils o f these two 

schools.

Back at school, we watched another movie 

called ‘Life as a House’. To quote from the 

script: “Change can be so constant that you 

don’t even feel a difference until there is one. 

It can be so slow that you don’t know your 

life is better or worse until it is. Or it can 

just blow you away and make you something 

different in an instant.”

On our last day, we completed our hearts and 

journals that we had kept throughout the 

week. In the Chapel all the various groups 

within our grade talked about our personal 

experiences and how our hearts had changed 

during that week.



ENRICHMENT: GRADE 11
EXTRACTS FROM JOURNAL ENTRIES REFLECTING THE PROCESS OF ESSAY WRITING

The Grade 1 Is went on a 

self-development camp to 

Rocklands and began work on 

their 1500-word, university-style 

research essays which they completed 

in their English lessons and in 

their own study time.

The topics focused on women and 

included Women in Poetry, 

Women who make a Social Impact, 

Women in History, Women on 

Screen and Women in Literature.

Margot Keys speaking on drug addiction

W O M EN  SECOND-TO-NONE 

ROSANNA GODDARD  

16 AUGUST

I started doing some research on women who 

have made a social impact and I had two 

topics in the back o f my mind. The first came 

after watching the film, ‘Veronica Guerin’ 

reminding me o f women who have made a 

difference socially through journalism or the 

media.

The second theme was ‘Women in politics’, 

as I remembered that my mum always used 

to tell me about a woman from Burma named 

Aung San Sun Kyi who fought for democracy 

and freedom at great personal risk and loss.

I started reading some information about 

her and I couldn’t stop as I was in awe o f 

her life. The sheer courage that she displays 

in everything that she does is inspiring. It 

motivated me to think about the strength o f 

character someone has to display to put their 

country and their people first.

This left me to ponder the situations 

within countries that make people want to 

change them for the better and the personal 

characteristics that these individuals have, 

that make them stand out.

30 AUGUST

Today I tried to formulate “sub-headings” in 

order to make it easier to plan and write my 

essay. I read all my information thoroughly 

again and I found it quite draining to 

concentrate with such intensity for a long 

period o f time.

I decided to look at the social situations in 

each country that motivated the women: 

Aung San Sun Kyi in Burma and Rigoberta 

M erchin in G uatem ala. I com pletely 

familiarised myself with them and this made 

it easier to understand the mindsets o f these 

women and why they acted as they did. What 

I found particularly interesting was that they 

both made similar comments, stating if they 

had been anywhere else in a similar situation, 

they don’t know if they would have acted — it 

was their passion for the people that made 

them work for change. This was where they 

got their inspiration from.

LUCA POOLE 

6 AUGUST

After being introduced to the chosen topic 

— ‘Women who make a social impact’, I felt 

inspired to focus my research essay on the 

mini-heroines o f South Africa...

23 AUGUST

Today I feel absolutely exhausted after a 

research-packed day. I spent the first two hours 

looking at the lives o f two very influential 

South African women: Helen Suzman and 

Ellen Kuzwayo. Both these women have 

remarkable lives and I felt deeply touched 

and inspired by the work Kuzwayo did for 

the Soweto youth.

During the second session o f work, I read 

through a New Internationalist magazine 

and saw a photograph taken by Neo Ntsoma, 

a South African woman and acclaimed 

photographer. I followed up by going to her 

website, bibliography and photographs on 

the internet. Lastly, I read an article in Time 

magazine on H IV/AIDS in South Africa. 

This inspired me to look at AIDS activists 

here who heighten awareness and look after 

HIV/AIDS orphans and teenagers. I find all 

this interesting and will focus my essay on 

comparing the different ways o f giving aid 

to South African youth and what motivates 

these women to do what they do.

Groupwork on camp

Relaxing at camp
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CULTURE

CLUBS AN D  SOCIETIES

The “Clubs and Societies” period allows 

girls to participate in the many clubs and 

societies offered by Herschel w ithout 

clashing with any o f  the other extra­

mural activities. These clubs include: 

animal welfare, beading and jewellery, 

cooking, drama, an Environmental Action 

Club, emotional intelligence, pilates, 

photography, scrap-booking, travel and 

culture and vintage movies. The girls are 

encouraged to take charge o f these clubs 

where possible, with the teacher acting 

merely as a facilitator.

C U LT U RA L CO M M ITTEE

Rack row, from le ft  S W aterfield, K  Hendricks, J Henderson, J Shimmin, M Liesner, L Grobbelaar, L de Beyer, K  Falconer, B Buchanan 

Second row: A  Thompson, M Fry, N  Dare, A  Swanepoel, J Klazinga, C  Grobler, D van der Vyver, N  Komeni, S Moodley, J Nicholls, J Abrahams 

Front row: N  Varachhia, I Isaacs, L Potgieter, Ms N  Jordan, E Mills, R Ndhluni, C  W allace
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CULTURE

RESOURCE CENTRE

Janine Abrahams, Head Library M onitor

The resource centre remains a central part o f any Herschel girl’s 

school career. Girls are helped to research anything from 1000-word 

essays to simple posters on famous couples, or they are encouraged 

to simply relax with a book or magazine in the library. The library 

monitors assist in the library at break times and after school and 

this year we had eight matrics, one Grade 11 and three Grade 10 

girls helping. Needless to say, this group will be quite depleted once 

the matrics have left. Much appreciation goes to the mothers of two 

matric girls this year: Mrs Ingrid Sadler and Mrs Jenny Grobbelaar, 

who gavegenerouslyof their time over the past years to assist in the 

library. Many thanks goes to the IC T Department1"  Mr Levey, Mr 

Fataar and Mr Crause — for their administration and organisation 

o f all electronic activities o f the school.

We bid a sad farewell to Mrs Celia Martin, who, after many years 

o f working in the library is to leave Herschel at the end of this 

year to pursue further travels abroad. Mrs Martin is often the link 

between girls and anything in the resource centre. Who can forget 

those daily routine notices reminding us that Mrs Martin will 

hunt us down if we do not see her immediately about a library fine 

or overdue book? We will miss her (and her chocolate brownies), 

and we thank her for all she has done.

And last but definitely not least, Mrs Ryan, our head librarian. We 

thank her for all the good times — and there were many — and for 

the guidance and help she has given us. Her sense o f humour and 

fun brings a spark into the resource centre and into the school in 

general.

RESOURCES

Rack row, from left: T  W illiam s, D Muller, I MacGregor, N Rochat, A  Daron, 

K Hendricks, J Andrews

Front row: M Dickson, J Abrahams (Head), Mrs S Ryan, N  Allie, S Moodley 

Absent K  Coyne

TU C K S H O P

Back row, from left: S Moodley, N  Tomazos, H Holmes, O  van As, 
M Fry, K  Lalbahadur

Front row: M Lauria, S Hall, C  Grobler, K Pauli, M Matlakala
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CULTURE

DEBATING REPORT

Jenna Nicholls

This year the Herschel Debating Teams 

have achieved great success. Herschel has 

been able to debate at the competitive 

Rotary level, in social debates, and is 

fostering future debaters in Social Debating 

Club during “Clubs and Societies” period.

The Rotary Debating Teams have fared 

exceptionally well in the Rotary League. 

This year the junior team was comprised 

o f Phillipa Sharpies, Amy Paterson and 

Chantel C lark with Jenna N icholls, 

Michaela Kritzinger and Lily Kuiper in 

the senior team. Herschel got through 

the round robin stages o f the competition 

with ease, debating against Stellenberg, 

Pinelands, Wynberg Girls’ and Deutsche 

Schule.

Herschel then qualified for the quarter­

finals, with the juniors beating a well- 

prepared SACS team and the seniors 

taking on Good Hope. Unfortunately, 

the juniors were knocked-out in the semi­

finals, admitting defeat to a well-matched

team from Jan van Riebeeck on the topic: 

‘Vigilantism should be supported’ . The 

senior team remained unbeaten until the 

finals when they faced Rondebosch on the 

issue o f African peacekeepers in African 

conflicts. Thanks go to our coach, Jon 

and to Ms Karstens for her support and 

commitment.

Two social debates against Bishops were 

organised earlier in the year for those who 

are not in the debating teams. Girls enjoyed 

this opportunity o f practicing their debating 

skills in a non-competitive environment 

and gained debating experience.

The future o f Herschel debating is to be 

found in the Social Debating Club. Girls 

have engaged in a variety o f  speaking 

activities, learnt the basics o f  debate 

— including structure, argumentation and 

topic analysis |1  as well as holding their 

own debates, forum discussions and a 

dispute panel simulation. I look forward to 

this emerging talent taking an active role in 

debating in the future. Thanks to Ms Frick 

for overseeing this club.

CULTURAL D INNER

The Cultural Dinner took place in oiir 

third term in the Mary Jagger Hall, where 

the tables had been creatively decorated by 

the Grade 11 Art girls. The guest speaker 

for the evening was comedian, M arc 

Lottering, who entertained the girls and 

encouraged them to follow their dreams.

DEBATING TEAM

Back row, from le ft  M Kritzinger, A  Paterson, C  Clark, P Sharpies 

Front row: E Kuiper, Ms N  Karstens, J Nicholls
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OUTREACH

The Outreach committee, 

Herschel girls and the staff have 

been o f tremendous assistance to 

me in making this programme 

successful this year. I  would like to 

thank them for their commitment 

and dedication.

W hat follows are some o f their 

personal responses to the Outreach 

programme.

OUTREACH REPORT

I have been involved in Outreach computers 

and SM ILE for the past two years and I have 

thoroughly enjoyed being involved. It gives 

me great pleasure to know that I am doing my 

part in giving back to the wider community, 

as well as getting to know and interacting with 

the learners from Thandokhulu High School.

Outreach is such a wonderful community 

service programme and I feel so privileged 

to have had the opportunity to work in 

conjunction with Mrs van Blerk.

Kristin Hendricks (Head o f Outreach)

O U TR E A C H  CO M M ITTEE

Back row, from le ft J Nicholls, T  W illiam s, T  Beeby, J Andrews 

Front row: B Buchanan, K Hendriks, Mrs G van Blerk, L Grobbelaar, C  Brown

This year, we continued with our extra­

curricular program m e. Learners from 

Thandokhulu High School in Mowbray 

attended our weekly skills-based lessons.

I have been involved in Outreach for three 

years during my time at Herschel and I have 

participated in the SM ILE programme and 

computer outreach programme, thoroughly 

enjoying both.

It is amazing to see how the learners have 

enjoyed the lessons and have benefited from 

the skills that they were taught.

Tanya Williams

The Outreach Programme has been one o f 

many memorable moments and activities. I 

have had the privilege to be part o f the JUM P 

HI programme since the launch in August 

2006, and it brings me great satisfaction to be 

able to spend time with those less fortunate 

than myself.

During the Outreach sessions we taught 

Grade 4s and 5s how to use different 

approaches to cope with mathematics. It is 

very rewarding because in some way YOU 

have made a difference in someone else’s life. 

This is not only a time o f learning but also 

making sure that our “buddies” enjoy the 

maths. We form strong bonds, which makes 

it difficult to say goodbye at the end.

Lauren Grobbelaar

RED NOSE C H IC K E N  CLUB

Back row, from le ft Rev. B Commin, T  Rudah,

M Barnabe

Third row: C  van der Merwe, L Gedye, J Green,
Y-N Ndlumbini, L-M Voss, M Forbes, L Kerswill

Second row: K Carolin, C  Newman, Mrs H Stanford, 

S Marchant, H Fay

Front row: A  Daron
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OUTREACH

JU N IO R  ACHIEVEMENT

Jun ior Achievement has again been a 

meaningful part o f Herschel’s Outreach 

Programme, with twelve pupils from 

Thandokulu High being sponsored to be 

part o f this Basic Business and Life Skills 

M ini-Enterprise Training programme, 

working alongside 15 Herschel girls. 

The course was spread over eleven weeks 

.mainly during the third term.

Two companies were run realistically, 

dealing with, inter alia, business planning 

and target setting, stock control, problem 

solving, and pricing and costing in addition 

to the sourcing, ordering, packing and 

selling of packets o f sweets and the physical 

making o f microwavable bean bags. The 

realities o f  working in a team and the 

practising o f interpersonal skills were at 

times quite difficult but many valuable 

lessons were learnt.

“A very valuable and enriching experience”; 

“stepping stones to business” ; “stressful 

getting it all to balance, but fun”; “makes 

one realise that the theory learnt is actually 

applicable to real life” ; “very satisfying 

when it all comes together” ; “the sharing 

o f the profits are great!”; “recommend that 

next year’s Grade 11s take part”,,* these 

are some o f the comments from the 2007 

Junior Achievement participants, which 

tell the story as it really is!

Our congratulations go to the seven 

Herschel girls who successfully passed the 

Young Enterprise Examination written 

in collaboration with the University o f 

Cambridge, after having completed the 

Junior Achievement course in 2006.

SMILE (ST MARY’S 

INTERACTIVE LEARNING  

EXPERIENCE)

The SM IL E  program m e was once 

again very successful this year thanks 

to the facilitators, Mrs Jill Buchanan (a 

parent), Mrs Beverley Labia (ex-parent) 

and the Herschel girls. Our first SM ILE 

Programme for the year started on the 6th 

February and continued for a period o f 

twelve weeks on Thursday afternoons from 

2.00pm until 4.30pm. Our second SMILE 

programme started on the 26th July for 

a period o f eight weeks. The two schools 

participating in our programme this year 

were: 48 learners from Mokone Primary 

School in Langa and 48 learners from 

Kewtown Primary School in Kewtown, 

Athlone. The pupils from both schools 

enjoyed the activities and games with our 

SM ILE GIRLS (SGs). Our SGs loved the 

interaction with the learners.

To end this year’s programme, on the 20th 

September the learners from Kewtown 

Primary and the Herschel SGs went on an 

outing to the Two Oceans Aquarium.

The learners enjoyed the different variety 

o f fishes and were very excited when the 

seals and the penguins were fed. The day 

was filled with fun and laughter and we 

ended with lunch outside the aquarium 

and a final tour o f the facility.

G O O D  HOPE FM’S “ MAKE A  

MEAL OF IT” CAMPAIGN

G ood H ope F M ’s “The N igel Pierce 

Breakfast Show” was broadcast live from 

our school on Monday, 7th May 2007 from 

6.00am to 9.00am. The Herschel learners 

arrived from 06h00 in the morning to 

listen to the show and enjoyed the music 

and the interaction with Nigel Pierce.

The aim was to collect non-perishable foods 

to be distributed to Kewtown Primary 

School in Athlone. The headmaster, 

M r Cecil Balie, a teacher, M s Claudine 

Williams, and three Grade 7 learners were 

at Herschel to attend the broadcast. On 

the morning o f the broadcast Suzanne 

Ackerman visited our school and made 

a generous donation from Pick ’n Pay 

towards the campaign.

The response from the Herschel parents 

was wonderful: a corner o f the Atrium was 

piled high with non-perishable foods such 

as tinned foods, sugar, rice, pasta, samp, 

tea, coffee, dried beans, lentils, etc.

On Wednesday the 9th May, the food was 

delivered to Kewtown Primary School by 

Mr Nigel Pierce, Mrs Lindy Grobler, eight 

Outreach pupil representatives and Mrs 

Gillian van Blerk. We received a warm 

welcome from the learners, parents and 

staff and we were greeted with happy faces, 

many thank you cards, songs o f  thanks 

and posters.



OUTREACH

JUMP HI (JUN IO R  

UNDISCOVERED MATHS 

PRO D IG IES-H ERSC H EL  

INITIATIVE)

O ur JU M P  H I programme has been 

very successful this year. The aim o f this 

programme is for learners to enjoy maths 

and develop numerical skills through 

individual tutoring. The learners from the 

schools in Langa have definitely benefited 

from the interaction with the Herschel 

girls and they have responded positively 

to their friendliness and warm generosity. 

The Herschel learners have found the 

programme to be interesting, enjoyable and 

enriching as they feel they have contributed 

to the learners’ education.

During the first six months, 40 Grade 5 

Learners from St Louis Primary School in 

Langa and 30 Herschel learners from Grade 

10 and 11 volunteered to be involved in 

this programme for the year. Our second 

school was 33 learners from M okone 

Primary School in Langa.

Our programme took place on Tuesday 

afternoons from 15.00pm  — 16.30pm. 

On arrival at our school, the learners were 

given a sandwich and juice which we found 

to improve their concentration. The Grade 

5 teacher has said that the learners have 

improved tremendously in their maths 

since the start o f our programme.

I would like to thank the facilitators, 

Mrs Jill Buchanan, Mrs Dorothy Raine, 

Mr Steve Sherman, and the Herschel girls 

for making this programme such a success. 

This project is being made possible by the 

sponsorship o f the Ackerman Foundation.

Our launch o f JU M P HI to other schools 

took place on the 23rd October 2007.

I would also like to thank the Herschel girls 

for the sandwiches on Tuesdays to feed the 

learners at St Louis Primary School. The

staff and learners really appreciated the 

donation o f sandwiches as some of these 

children do not have breakfast and dinner 

for the day.

A learner in each grade was elected as 

an Outreach monitor. The classes were 

involved in various activities like visiting 

childrens’ homes, old age homes, selling 

cards and donating food and toiletries to 

various charities.

CATERING LESSONS

A group o f Herschel volunteers and 16 

learners attended the catering classes on 

Tuesday afternoons. The lessons were 

given by Mrs Cohen, one o f the parents. 

The learners were taught how to cook and 

bake, and they made some delicious dishes, 

from baking cakes to making spaghetti 

bolognaise.

COM PUTER LESSONS

Three staff members, a group of Herschel 

volunteers and 23 Matric learners attended 

our computer lessons on Wednesday 

afternoons. The lessons were given by Mr 

Brent Johnson, an IT  teacher from the 

Preparatory School.

DRAMA LESSONS

Drama lessons and were taught to 14 

learners by Caroline Brown and Jamie 

Andrews. The learners wrote and directed 

a play which will be performed later and 

they had so much fun dressing up and 

performing.

Rosmead Primary School Grade 6 and 7 

learners attended drama lessons every week 

with our Grade 8s. The children enjoyed 

the interaction and dressing-up in a variety 

o f costumes.



INTERACT

Our club always ensures that 

there are several big events spread 

throughout the year, which are a 

highlight for both the Herschel girls 

who participate and the children 

and teenagers from  underprivileged 

backgrounds who are invited to 

attend the activities.

INTERACT REPORT

Caroline Brown, Head o f Interact

We also have projects that run throughout 

the year on a regular basis, enabling girls to 

contribute to the club as much as possible. 

These activities include cake sales, street 

collecting and sandwich making (which 

happens every Tuesday) when twenty loaves 

o f peanut butter and jam sandwiches are made 

for the ‘Save the Children Fund’ . We also 

distributed sandwiches in Khayelitsha. Some 

o f the money raised at our cake sales is used 

to sponsor a child at the Bel Porto School for 

children with disabilities, for a year.

Our street collections have been in aid o f the 

People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals, the 

Animal Welfare Society and the Red Cross 

Children’s Hospital. Cavendish Square is 

always a hub o f activity on Saturday mornings 

and who could resist donating some money to 

one o f these causes when a charming Herschel 

girl is standing at every entrance, staring you 

down until you crack under the pressure and 

empty your pockets?

We also held term ly collections. The 

committee decides on a specific cause that it 

wishes to support for a term and there-after 

encourage the school to donate items that the 

organisation needs. This year we collected 

sweets for a One-to-One day held at the 

Good Hope Centre, where handicapped and 

disabled children were entertained for the 

day. At our stall, children could stack cans 

and throw bean bags into a bucket and receive 

the sweets we collected as a reward. Items

were also collected for Marsh M emorial’s 

annual fete, as were socks for the Cape Town 

Clothing Guild, and toiletries and cleaning 

agents for Little Angels.

In the fourth term we were challenged by 

Sans Souci to raise R4000 for the Red Cross 

Children’s Hospital’s new operating theatre. 

We decided to involve the club as much as 

possible in this and asked girls for ideas on how 

to raise the money. Gaby Immelman came up 

with the concept o f making Christmas Cards 

that had been coloured-in by patients at the 

Red Cross Children’s Hospital, which could 

then be sold at school in packs. Caroline drew 

the designs and then the committee visited the 

children and let them colour in the drawings. 

The boldest pictures were then chosen and 

the cards were printed free o f charge, courtesy 

o f Nashua. This project was a huge success, as 

every pack o f cards was sold and we were able 

to donate more than R5000 to the hospital, 

which our committee presented to them in 

February this year.

O ur annual Christmas party was a huge 

success with 40 children from  M arsh 

M em orial, Leliebloem  and Heatherdale 

Children’s Homes attending the party. Each 

child paired up with a Herschel girl and took 

part in many activities, including making 

Christmas cards and decorations, creating 

models with play dough, decorating biscuits 

and face painting. Reverend Commin also 

told the children about the birth o f baby 

Jesus and later reappeared as Father Christmas 

giving a gift to each child.



INTERACT

As we approached December when every­

one was getting excited for the holiday 

season, a group o f Interactors visited the 

Old Age home, Huis Nuweland. We took 

packets o f  sweets to the elderly and sang 

Christmas carols which livened up their 

day. One could see the elderly reminiscing 

about past Christmases.

The first term was packed with Interact 

activities and was an extremely successful 

beginning to 2007. As a means o f raising 

money for our club, the Rondebosch and 

Herschel Interact committees held the 

annual Valentine’s social. The evening is 

always thoroughly enjoyed by all the Grade 

8 and 9 girls and boys and I must admit 

the committee also had fun selling roses to 

extremely shy and easily persuadable young 

boys. R 6 800 was raised and used to fund 

a day at the Waterfront for children from 

Heatherdale Home. Both the Herschel and 

Rondebosch committees paired up with 

a child and looked after them as we went 

on a boat trip around the harbour, visited 

the Aquarium and Scratch Patch and ate 

lunch at the Spur. Most o f these children 

had never been to the Waterfront, let alone 

on a boat ride and it was so rewarding 

watching them having such a good time.

The Fun Frenzy Olympics is another 

extremely fun-filled day. Pupils from the 

Herschel, Bishops and Sans Souci Interact 

clubs spend the day entertaining eighty 

children from Heatherdale Children’s 

Home and St Louis Primary School. 

The Claremont Rotary Club aid in the 

organisation o f the games and provide 

lunch for all the Interactors and children. 

Pick ’n Pay also generously donated 

stationery packs for each child at the end 

o f the day.

The Argus Pick ’n Pay Cycle Tour is 

another exciting event on Interact’s calendar 

-  regardless o f the fact that volunteers have 

to be up in the freezing cold at 5:00 in the 

morning! The start o f the cycle tour is full 

o f excitement and energy and it is extremely 

enjoyable working there. Girls took up 

duties as gatekeepers and information 

marshals, and their participation is always 

much appreciated.

Because o f exams and the Eisteddfod, 

the second term is always quite quiet. 

We managed to continue with sandwich 

making, cake sales and collections as usual 

and also visited the Cape Town Suburban 

Clothing Guild to donate the socks that 

we had collected for them earlier in the year. 

We also painted four canvases with Disney 

Characters on them, to help brighten up a 

ward at the Victoria Hospital.

In the third term, we held a personal 

growth workshop where teenagers from 

underprivileged backgrounds and Herschel 

girls in grades 10, 11 and 12 were taught 

by Reverend Commin about the paths 

we wish to follow in our lives, as well as 

exploring our own personalities creatively.

This year has been, yet again, very 

successful and we know that the club will 

go from strength to strength under the 

leadership o f the 2007/2008 committee.

IN TER A C T C O M M ITTEE

Back row, from le ft  N Tomazos, M Kuhn, A  Hill, M van Ryneveld, T  Beeby 

Front row: T  Greig, Mrs S de Villiers, C  Brown (Head), Ms H de ɓruijn, J Andrews
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GRADE 8

GRADE 8

Back row, from le ft L Jacobs, L Paterson, N Mageza, Y-N Ndlumbini, M Foster, A  Arton, A  Katzeff, L Pothecary, L M itchell, S Mitchell,

S-J Steenkamp, S W aibel, N  de Decker, N  Steenkamp, Ms H de Bruijn

Sixth row: A  Scoble, M Barnabe, A  Rothman, J W right, J van Rensburg, E W ishart, S Dias, E Cronwright, B Gerryts, V  W ilkinson,

J Gaertner, Ms C  Burden, Mrs L Mallon

Fifth row: Y  Sojola, H Fay, S Smith, S Acton, C  van der Merwe, C  Newman, K Oganowski, L Dendy Young, K  van den Aardweg, C  Slabber,

T  Utton, C  Noland, J Irvine, J Rockey

Fourth row: S Smuts, R Potter, J Syme, S Pasierbek, G Shepherd, N  Hendricks, E Matthews, A  Dry, l-L van Niekerk, C  Thomson, R Guess,

K Carolin, L Owei, C  Erasmus, Mrs R Scott

Third row: S Marchant, K  W ich t, E Cole, T  Rudah, S Inskip, L Chittenden, K Patterson, C  Thomson, S Brandon, C  Duvill, K  Ritchie-Roux.

Second row: M Briel, A  McGregor, K  Steenkamp, J Armstrong, S Vidal, K  Arendse, E Murphy, K-A W elch, J Green, Z  Ntloko, S Nicholas, M Allie, Mrs J Lones 

Front row: L Voss, A  Clegg, C  Blyth, L Kerswill, G Leighton, N Mamputa, C  Hayward, A D  Lees, M Greeff, M Dove, M Forbes 

Absentees: S Chisin, R dos Santos, G  Cole, A  Bruce, N  Timmer, M Parker, J Boolsen, L Bernicchi, J Brown, H Comitis, N  Anderson

GRADE 8s LEAR NING  MATHS T H R O U G H  GEO M ETRIC SHAPES
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GRADE 8 ACTIVITIES

GRADE 8s AT KIRSTENBOSCH

...A N D  AT LELIEBLOEM
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GRADE 9

GRADE 9

Back row, from left: Ms J Xavier, Ms T  Knoetze, S-J Pearce, C  Gubb, P Sharpies, E van Heerden, R Stein, N  Craddock, N  Gubb, A  McMillan, A  W icht,

K  Dolley, T  Sattar, K  Sherwood, J W ooding, C  Rudolph

Sixth row: Mrs A  Nel, M van der Linde, D Scott, N  Mthembu, A  Youngleson, M Badminton, C  Andrews, S Hayes, N  Liesner, A  Dramat, P Campbell,

A  Dare, A  Kneisel, S Mason

Fifth row: Mrs S de Villiers, K Rutherford, T  Horner, N Eddy, C  Andrews, O  Barlow, S Gubangxa, O  Gull, M Malherbe, M Quenet-Meintjies,

A  Hardcastle, A  Kim, S-M Lunt, D  Flavell, T  Eddy

Fourth row: M r S Hudson-Bennett, L Shacksnovis, J Hubner, L Kingwill, A  Snoek, N  Scholtz, S Scholtz, S O liver, L Chetty, A  Liddle,

C  Lofthouse, R Ndhluni, A  Morris, L Gedye, K Gibbs, A  Vernede

Third row: A  Fanton, K Ngambu, F Barker, V  Delbridge, Z  Vadillo, C  Lourandos, N  Lester, D  Parkfelt, J Grant, M Smith 

Second row: L Walsh, S Fuchs, E Marais, N  Durand, J du Plessis, A  Engelbrecht, L Bolus, S Allderman, K  Janse van Vuuren, J Buchanan, S Verster, O  de Klerk 

Front row: D-A Thurling, H Knight, N  Triegaardt, A  Jung, D Dryding, A  Gow, A  van Zyl, T  de Klerk, S Maseko, S Mngxali 

Absentees: E-J Truter, C  Coles, J Patel, N  Varrachia, R Nathoo, K Lyttle, L Davids, M Reed, S Stratton, C  Jovanovski
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GRADE 9 ACTIVITIES

Bottom, opposite page:

Grade 9s during waterpolo tour

This page, from top:

Grade 9s in History class; 
at Inter-house singing; 
at the annual Spring Fair



GRADE 10

GRADE 10

Back row, from le ft  Z  McLaughlin, D Muller, C  Louis, K  Goddard, C  Clarke, A  Doyle, A  Brouwer, C  Barry, M Corbett, Mrs S Rule, Ms L-A Benning 

Sixth row: K-L Macdonald, C  Collins, J Dendy Young, M Cassuto, F Dilgee, J Delson, C  Aldera, M Cunliffe, A  Cronjé, N  Dare 

Fifth row: L  Gordon, V  van Wyngaarden, S Tshume, L George, S Masutha, J Steyn, L de Beyer, C  Reid, M Vernede, K Ohlsen, L Manning, K Dreyer, Ms N  Frick 

Fourth row: N  Mason, D  Manjoo, K Gomes, H Kim, K  Sambo, S Lambridis, S Esack, S Heuvel, K  W illiam s, K  Sodayise, W  Kader, Mrs S Ryan 

Third row: R Pather, L Quail, N  Louw, M Lu, A  Paterson, A  Farquharson, C  Hurlin, S Hugo-Hamman, Y  Ehrenreich, Mrs H Stanford 

Second row: L Bruce, M Mashalaba, G Mthembu, B Horn, P Hunter, Z  Robertson, J Symonds, S-J Sheard, K  W ishart 

Front row: S Utton, S Potter, E Luyendijk, A  Horne, T  Hodgson, T  Vaughan, A  W hitfield, K  Tennent, S Fish, J Hull

Absentees: N  Bemat, M D’Orthez, S Dunbar, D  Corder, A  Jones, B Ebrahim, M Hendrikse, J Foster, A  Mulligan, A  Rawoot, J Steyn, N  Rochat,

K Roux-Perdikis, R Solomon, C  Thompson, Z  Sattar, S J Beak, A  Daron, H Nichol, D Viotti
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GRADE 11

Back row, from le ft  Mrs A  Bodenstein, Mrs S Macfarlane, M Lubbe, M Prince, C  Naidoo, T  Effting, L Osman, S Hansrod, K  Falconer,
K Heynes, C  Grobler, Ms C  Vosloo

Sixth row: R Goddard, Z  Komeni, F Mclean, D  van der Vyver, M Liesner, D Ray, P Tredoux, M Matlakala, H de Villiers, S Monteiro, N  Pope, Mrs N  Karstens 

Fifth row: B Maas, K Bryant, K  W icht, S Stevens, C  Hayes, A  Hill, S Moodley, M Mogase, L Hundermark, K  Pauli, T  Macquene, R Ayub, K  Lalbahadur, J Graham 

Fourth row: B Gage, N  W oker, T  Strydom, L Grobbelaar, S Hall, S Vermeulen, L van der Merwe, K Pettit, J Shimmin, A  Healy, Z  Kalligianis, C  Malherbe 

Third row: M Sapieka, A  Korneiew, K Bryant, A  Swanepoel, P Dollman, A  Commins, C  Goldberg, G  Huxter, N  Newman, N  Tomazos, K Thompson 

Second row. L Timmer, K Barry, H Holmes, V  Csuthy, S Gordon, A  Housdon, A  Thomson, L-L Koliadis, N  Zimmerman, C  W allace, G  Mcmeekin 

Front row: M Fry, J Rohrer, L Evans, A  W illiam s, D  Frost, A  Haig, J Nicholls, L Poole, M Duminy, T  Beeby 

Absent J Klazinga, K Bucalina, B Buchanan, R Cariem, D de Fay, K  du Preez, L Elzinga, R Hassim, J Henderson, G  Immelman, S Patel, S Pillay, A  Ramdenee, O  van As
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MUSIC

I  always start these reports by saying 

w hat a  very busy an d fu lfillin g  year 

the M usic Departm ent has h ad  an d  

this year has been no exception.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

We have managed to keep ourselves focused 

to the last second o f each term by having 

large events at the very end o f each term 

— the musical Godspell at the end o f the first 

term, the Herschel Eisteddfod and Inter­

house Singing at the end o f term two, the 

Matric Recital and Ensemble Concert at the 

end o f term three and o f course, the Carol 

Service which completes the year at the end 

o f November.

In addition, we have managed to pack in a 

M ADD evening, a chamber music concert, 

a percussion and guitar concert, as well as 

numerous lunchtime concerts. The fourth 

term saw the usual involvement with Speech 

Day and Valedictory.

T here have been som e o u tstan d in g  

instrum ental perform ances during the 

M onday assemblies, where several o f  the 

girls have continued to play the hymns. 

Music interludes by soloists and the Chorale 

continue to add meaning to the services at St 

Saviour’s.

At the beginning o f the year we welcomed 

Ms Julie Harris as a full-time staff member. 

M s Liz Irish, M r Peter Narun and M r 

Charles Knighton-Pullen joined the guitar 

department, replacing M r Andrew Janisch 

who returned to the world o f business, albeit 

in a ‘green capacity. We are also pleased to 

have Mr Kevin Smuts join us to reignite the 

vocal group ‘Fusion.

During the year we bid farewell to Ms Lisa 

Garson (Piano) and M rs Carm en Alger 

(Percussion), both o f whom have relocated to 

the U K  for a couple o f years. Mrs Alger was 

replaced by Dr Linda Muller for the fourth 

term.

O ur girls have once again excelled at 

eisteddfods, exam inations, concerts and 

courses this year.

We had a large contingent o f  girls playing in 

the Cape Town, Afrikaans and Stellenbosch 

Eisteddfods. The standard o f performance was 

very high and we congratulate everyone who 

took part and played so well. The following 

girls are to be particularly congratulated on 

winning awards:

Cape Town Eisteddfod

•  Ann Kim — the Dorothy Lardner award for 

Sight Reading (14 years and under)

• Jessamie Jardim -  the 9 Club award for the 

Most Outstanding Pianist (18 years and 

under), the Burgess-Simpson Award for the 

Best Contemporary piece (17 years and 

under)

•  Alice Clegg — Medal for Recital (14 years 

and under)

•  Angela Haig — Dorothy Lazarus award for 

Recital (16 years and under)

•  The Recorder Ensemble — Epworth Music 

Society for the Best Recorder Ensemble

Afrikaans Eisteddfod

•  Jessamie Jardim — 2 Gold diplomas for 

achieving over 95%. Medals in the 

categories: J  S Bach, Recital U17, Piano 

section 1 7 — 18 years, Best Overall Senior 

Pianist

•  The Recorder and Strings Ensemble — Gold 

medal

Fifty music students have played or written 

Royal Schools o f Music and/or Trinity exams 

this year. Caterina Aldera (Piano), Nicole 

Anderson (Singing), Beth Buchanan (Piano), 

Alice Clegg (Theory, Piano and Clarinet), 

Angela Haig (Piano), Lara Milne (Violin and 

Singing), Mischa Smith (Recorders), Sarah 

Stevens (Piano) and Ashleigh Williams (Flute) 

are all to be congratulated on obtaining 

distinctions.
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Jane Yu is to be congratulated on her 

participation in the Artscape National 

Youth M usic C om petition . We are 

exceptionally proud o f Jessamie Jardim 

who came third in the National Arts Trust 

Piano competition this year.

A big thank you to our exceptional group 

o f Marries (all subject and instrumental 

students, as well as the valued members of 

ensembles) who have contributed so much 

to the music o f the school. We wish them 

everything o f the best.

I would like to thank all the staff and 

musicians at Herschel whose energy, talents 

and creativity enrich and enliven the soul 

o f Herschel in such a deep way. May the 

new talent that we discover every year keep 

your creative spirits alive.

CH O IR

Chloë Reid

The choir got off to a bit o f a shaky start 

this year due to complications involving the 

allocation of a regular time slot for practices 

during the busy school week. After a few 

wobbly months however, an arrangement 

was finalised where choir practices would 

take place in the reading period in Week 

A and after school in Week B. And so by 

May, the choir, 70 members strong, was 

ready to launch into a new year o f singing,

laughing, drawing names out o f the hat 

for the cake reward after the rehearsal, and 

just plain fun! Our repertoire this year has 

included all-time favourites like the theme 

tune from “New York, New York” , “The 

Best o f Doo-Wop” — a 50s medley including 

the popular “Lollipop” r* as well as more 

classical numbers like the “Nella Fantasia” 

and the well-known South African song, 

“Weeping”.

The choir has performed at Founder’s Day, 

the M ADD evening, and at the Ensemble

Concert at the end of the third term. This 

concert will mark the last performance for 

the large number o f matrics who have been 

a part o f the choir over the past five years. 

The choirs year will conclude as usual with 

their participation at Speech Day and the 

annual Carol Service.

Despite the shaky start, this year has been 

thoroughly enjoyable and successful for the 

choir and a particularly special one for the 

matrics who have formed a significant part 

o f the choir for the past few years.

CHOIR

Back row, from le ft  G  McMeekin, V  Csuthy, L Timmer, R Goddard, D de Fay, O  van As, C Thompson, S Acton, S O liver, N  Rochat, A  Housdon, F McLean,
J Boolsen, E W ishart, S Utton

Third row: M r J-W  Gouws, H Kim, J Armstrong, J Syme, A  Swanepoel, J W right, C  Grobler, D-A Thurling, S Stevens, J Irvine, j Klazinga, T  de Klerk, L Bruce,
L Gordon, S Moodley, A  Daron, N  Durand, Y  Sojola

Second row: N  Anderson, M Smith, L Gedye, A  W illiam s, A  Haig, S Potter, R Potter, l-L van Niekerk, A  Fanton, O  Barlow, A  Dry, Y-N Ndlumbini,
J Nicholls, M Lubbe, N  Mageza, K  Steenkamp, E Matthews, Q  Dunywe, Ms M Barlow, N Mamputa

Front row: L Sadler, J Abrahams, L Nxomani, I Isaacs, K  Taylor, C Reid, E Mills, M Baillie, I MacGregor, L Milne, S W aterfield, C  Stott
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This year has been a  busy one fo r  

the Chorale — Herschel’s chamber 

choir. In the first term, the choir 

sang a t the Founder’s D ay service 

a t St Saviour’s. The Chorale was 

then involved with the school’s 

m usical production, Godspell, an d  

perform ed “On the Willows”, an  

especially beautiful song from  the 

show. Along with other extracts 

from  Godspell, this song was an  

appropriate addition to the Easter 

service a t the end o f  the term.

CHORALE

Estelle M ills

In the second term we were the runners-up 

in the Tygerberg International Eisteddfod and 

were awarded 88%. We were commended 

for our “ lovely choral sound” and musical 

handling o f the “challenging programme” . 

This achievement earned us an invitation to 

sing at the Tygerberg International Eisteddfod s 

60th Anniversary Festival Concert which took 

place on 7 September in Bellville.

The third term started o ff with the M ADD 

evening where the choir gave an exciting 

performance o f a modern work, “The Chariot 

Children” by Imant Raminsh. At the end o f 

the third term, the Chorale will be joining 

other Herschel ensembles for a concert in the 

Mary Jagger Hall, performing pieces with the 

school orchestra. As a farewell from the twelve 

Matrics who will be leaving the Chorale this 

year, the choir will perform a very special

number: “Study, Study, Study”, (loosely 

based on ABBA’s “Money, Money, Money”). 

This promises to be a memorable item on 

the programme! Much credit must be given 

to the 2007 Chorale matrics, most o f whom 

have served the choir for five years: they 

have proved to be a highly talented group, 

giving o f their varied talents to the Chorale 

in numerous ways and making an enormous 

contribution to the choir’s sound.

For the remainder o f the year the Chorale will 

be working towards the Valedictory Service 

and the annual Carol Service at year-end.

It has been an eventful year with many 

achievements and, thanks to the hard work 

and guidance from M s Barlow and Mr 

Gouws, we have been able to maintain a high 

level o f  performance. From the Matrics, we 

would like to say a very big thank you too, 

as we have learnt so much and have really 

enjoyed our time in the Chorale.

CHORALE

Back row, from le ft  D  de Fay, N Rochat, M Baillie, C  Reid, O  van As, I McGregor, A  Housdon, F McLean, A  Daron 

Second row: M r J-W  Gouws, A  Swanepoel, J Yu, T  de Klerk, K  Taylor, L Milne, D-A Thurling, L Nxomani, Ms M Barlow  

Front row: L Sadler, M Smith, M Lubbe, E Mills, C  Stott, I Isaacs, K  Coyne
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STRING ENSEMBLE

Back row. from le ft A  Hardcastle, M Barnabe, A  Dramat 

Front row: L Milne, E Mills, L Sadler

STRING ENSEMBLE

Estelle M ills

This has been a very good year for the String Ensemble as we have 

made considerable progress and have achieved a lot.

The String Ensemble is a chamber group o f 6 string players (4 

violins and 2 violas), but we also collaborate with other instruments 

such as the piano and recorder. We spent much o f the first term 

and second term practising for performances later in the year. In 

the Herschel Eisteddfod we played the first and second movements 

from a Concerto in D by Fasch and were awarded a Diploma. We 

were then asked to perform at the annual M ADD evening. We also 

performed this same work at the Afrikaans Eisteddfod and received 

good comments and were also awarded a Diploma.

We would like to thank Mrs Annamarie Gelderblom for all the 

work she has put into the development o f the String Ensemble this 

year — it is much appreciated. As three o f our current players are 

matrics and will therefore be leaving the String Ensemble,- we will 

be holding auditions for new members soon!

RECORDER ENSEMBLE

From le ft K Bryant, S W aterfield, Mrs A  Meyer, M Smith, A  Bergh, C  Johnson

RECORDER ENSEMBLE

Alexandra Bergh

Although much o f this little group’s practices and activities go 

about behind the scenes, we light up the Mary Jagger Hall at least 

once a week with varying sounds, ranging from Alex on the bass 

to Sarah on the descant, and Mischa, Kimberley and Cindy in 

between. Not only have we had lots o f fun, rootin’ tootin’ away to 

songs by the Beatles and Beethoven, we have achieved success in 

numerous eisteddfods throughout the year and even won a cup for 

our performance in the Cape Town Eisteddfod. We’d like to thank 

Mrs Meyer for all her effort, time and organisation.
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ORCHESTRA

Janine Abrahams

The Herschel Orchestra continues to play a 

key role in the cultural life o f the Herschel 

community. This talented group o f girls 

meets once a week in the Mary Jagger Hall 

to create harmonious sound (well, maybe 

not when we have just received a brand 

new piece, but definitely a few practices

later). We would like to thank all the girls 

who have arrived for rehearsals at 07hl5 in 

the morning — some punctually and some, 

a litde later, still rubbing their eyes.

We have played in a number o f concerts 

this year: at the annual M ADD evening we 

performed "Fandango and Alborada by 

Nicolas Rimsky-Korsakov. At the end o f 

the third term we played in a concert with 

all o f Herschel’s ensembles. Apart from

the solo item we played (an arrangement 

o f music from “Pirates o f the Caribbean”), 

we also, for the first time, accompanied 

the Choir in a couple o f numbers. The 

fourth term also sees our participation in 

the Herschel Speech Day and the Matric 

Valedictory Ceremony.

We look forward to more music-making 

next year and thank the matrics for their 

sterling service over the past five years.

ORCHESTRA

Back row, from le ft  E-J Truter, B Buchanan, J Louw, A  Doyle, E Mills, S Lambridis, S Stevens, A-A M cClure, A  Brouwer 

Second row: A  W illiam s, S W aterfield, B Smith, L Milne, K  Taylor, M Barnabe, J Yu, A  Dramat, A  van Zyl, N  Tomazos, C  Aldera, A  Clegg 

Front Row: J Jardim, B Horn, J Abrahams, Ms J Taylor, A  Hardcastle, L Sadler, I Isaacs

MARIMBAS

Back row, from le ft M Rehbock, A  Horne, S Stevens, C  Aldera, 
J Klazinga, B Smith

Front row: A  Swanepoel, L Nxomani, I Isaacs, S W aterfield, C  Grobbelaar, 
V  Johnson, S Chippendale

SAXOPHONE QUARTET

From le ft  M Quenet-Meintjies, I Isaacs, B Buchanan, S W aterfield
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FUSION

Back row, from le ft  S Maseko, L Gordon, A  Daron 

Front row: N  Mthembu, L Bruce, M r K  Smuts, D  Muller, S Masutha

FUSION

Sibusisiive Maseko

This year, a new acapella group, Fusion, 

was formed. Auditions were held and eight 

girls were chosen to form the four-part 

vocal group. Being the first time we were 

all singing together as a group, in a totally 

new style, things were a bit shaky at first. 

With great determination and hard work, 

our group was able to perform “Breakfast 

at Tiffany’s” in assembly. We have not 

had it easy: our group is filled with strong 

personalities but we have grown into a 

group with a strong bond. This year we 

have only managed a few performances 

because we have just started and would like 

to know a list o f songs well before giving 

a substantial performance. Our group has 

great potential and we hope to have great 

success in the coming year!

FLUTE ENSEMBLE

Janine Abrahams

The Herschel Flute Ensemble is a relatively 

new ensemble which was formed in 2005. 

We meet once a week in the Mary Jagger 

Hall. This year we participated in the 

Cape Town and Afrikaans Eisteddfods 

where we received a Merit and High 

Merit respectively. We also provided some 

entertainment while guests were arriving 

for the Cultural Dinner. At the end o f 

the third term we played two pieces in 

the Ensemble Concert and will be adding 

sound to the Chamber Music Concert in 

the fourth term. The Flute Ensemble is the 

perfect place for girls to develop musical 

skills in a small ensemble, which focuses on 

social playing with an eisteddfod thrown in 

here and there!

We would like to thank Mrs Pretorius for 

all that she has done to develop our playing 

this year and look forward to further 

musical growth in 2008.

FLUTE ENSEMBLE

Back row, from le ft L Kerswill, S Mitchell, N Triegaardt, N  Mthembu 

Front row: J Abrahams, Mrs E Pretorius, K  W ishart
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EISTEDDFOD RESULTS

The Golding Prize for Junior Art:

Jayati Patel

The Reid Prize for Senior Art:

Lala Quail

The Van Zyl Prize for Senior Music:

Alice Clegg

The D u ff Prize for Senior Music:

Jane Yu and Estelle Mills

The Herschel Prize for Junior Literature: 

Alexandra McGregor

The Wallace Prize for Senior Literature: 

Ju lia  Henderson

The Longworth Prize for Public Speaking: 

Lerato Nxomani and Kathleen Taylor

The Haw Prize for Junior Dance:

Nicole Craddock

The Crawley Prize for Senior Dance: 

Chanel Hurlin and Jessica Klazinga

The LKG Prize for Junior Drama:

Melissa Greeff

The Herschel Prize for Senior Drama: 

Iman Isaacs

The Bruce Riley Trophy for the Best 

All-round Performance in Dance,

Drama and Music:

Iman Isaacs

The Louis Karol Trophy for the 

Winning House Overall:

Merriman
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F.I.S.H. (CHRISTIAN UNION)

This year has been yet another 

exciting period in the 

Christian life  o f the school, filled  

with many memorable experiences 

as well as personal an d  sp iritual 

growth fo r  our members. Faith ful 

In Serving H im , or F ISH , as we 

like to call ourselves, is Herschel’s 

Christian Union group.

FAITHFUL IN SERVING HIM

Kristin Hendricks

Throughout the year we have been privileged 

to be addressed by many dynamic speakers 

who have taught us valuable life lessons. They 

have helped us to strengthen our faith as we 

have heard about their life experiences and 

their commitment to God.

We have had some wonderful prayer meetings 

involving the staff, the girls and some Herschel 

parents, praying for important issues affecting 

Herschel, as well as the confirmation girls and 

the prefects o f 2006/2007.

Another wonderful initiative implemented by 

FISH members this year has been the worship 

band which started at the end o f 2006 and 

has been actively involved in services such as 

Eucharists throughout the year.

The year started with “Summer Happening” 

at Westerford, where youth groups from 

different parts o f Cape Town came together. 

After playing sport and a delicious braai, we 

went to the hall for an inspiring talk and to 

worship God.

During the year we also had pizza evenings, 

where girls from different grades had fun 

playing “30 Seconds” . These also provided 

an opportunity for us to get to know the 

Grade 8s. During breaks, we did various 

activities ranging from worship to sharing 

personal testimonies and learning from one 

another’s experiences.

August was our time for the annual BHR2 

camp at Rocklands. We had an exciting 

weekend with friends from Rustenburg, 

Rondebosch and Bishops. The theme was 

‘Zero Gravity — nothing holding us back’. The 

camp focused on God’s mind-blowing gift of 

grace: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. We 

enjoyed playing indoor soccer, taking part in 

obstacle courses and having chats over hot 

chocolate.

During our Societies’ periods sessions, we tried 

to challenge the girls on different levels. We 

had interesting discussions on perseverance, 

being thankful, trusting and being real with 

God. Speakers were invited and they shared 

their personal experiences, challenging the 

girls to discover and live according to their 

purpose in life and to care genuinely enough 

to make a difference.

We have explored the concept o f worshipping 

G od in different ways, ranging from 

celebrating with guitars to honouring God in 

a practical way. Stations were set up where girls 

could revere God using practical mediums, 

incorporating various symbolic meanings like 

drawing pictures, forming something out o f 

clay, listening to or creating music, washing 

their hands, etc. It was an hour in G od’s 

presence to listen and reflect.

FISH  also led two assemblies, one at the 

Senior and one at the Preparatory school. 

Both focused on making use o f every given 

opportunity to serve and help others.

FISH

Back row, from le ft  C  Aldera, L Bruce, A  Horne, K Hendricks 

Front row: M Lubbe, Ms S Chapman, J Rohrer
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HOME ECONOMICS

GRADE 12 HOME ECONOM ICS PRACTICAL EXAMINATION

Nahn van W yk ’s starter Ashleigh Heeger’s main course

Lauren van der Lith’s starter Katy N icol’s starter Lauren van der Lith’s main course

Annabel Simpson’s main course Katy N icol’s main course

Paige Richards’ main course Alison Bolton’s dessert Nahn van W yk ’s main course
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ART

TOP LEFT: LIESL POTGIETER, GRADE 12 

TOP RIGHT: ALEXIA TOMAZOS, GRADE 12 

BOTTOM LEFT: BRONW YN HORN, GRADE 10 

BOTTOM RIGHT: CHLOË REID, GRADE 12
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TOP LEFT: KATHERINE W IC HT, GRADE 11 

TOP RIGHT: JENNA BOWES, GRADE 12 

BOTTOM LEFT: NICOLA AUSTIN, GRADE 12 

BOTTOM RIGHT: JENNA BOWES, GRADE 12
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ART

ABOVE: CHRISTINE WIJNBERG, GRADE 12

ABOVE: JACQUELINE LOUW , GRADE 12

ABOVE:JEMMA DENDYYOUNG, GRADE 10 ABOVE: KATHERINE THOMPSON, GRADE 11
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LEFT:
NICOLA AUSTIN, 
GRADE 12

ABOVE: JESSICA RICHARDS, GRADE 12 ABOVE: LIESL POTGIETER, GRADE 12
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ABOVE: CAROLINE BROWN, GRADE 12

ABOVE: NAZNEEN SALDULKER, GRADE 12 ABOVE: LUCA POOLE, GRADE 11
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LEFT: SARAH CORDER, 
GRADE 12

LEFT: PASCALE TREDOUX, 
GRADE I I

LEFT: PAIGE RICHARDS, 
GRADE 12
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TOP LEFT: SARAH KUIPER, GRADE 12 

TOP RIGHT: SARAH CORDER, GRADE 12 

BOTTOM RIGHT: JAIMIE WEEDEN, GRADE 12 

BOTTOM LEFT: CAROLINE BROWN, GRADE 12
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ART

TOP LEFT: SARVESHA MOODLEY, GRADE 11 

ABOVE: CHLOË REID, GRADE 12 

MIDDLE LEFT: VESNA VASILJEVIC, GRADE 12 

BOTTOM LEFT: JACQUELINE LOUW, GRADE 12 

BELOW: LAUREN NESBITT, GRADE 12
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ROCKSLIDE

Antonia Cronjé, Grade 10

The hard rain blurred the black-dressed mourners into 

unrecognisable shapes. Or maybe it was the tears in my 

eyes. I do not remember that day well, only the grief I felt 

tearing me apart until I thought I could stand the pain no 

longer. I did not hear the kind condolences, but rather my 

mind drifted off to the first time we met.

I was young, but not young enough to (excusably) throw 

a tantrum. I got away with it though, at least with my 

parents. But she came up to my room with my afternoon 

tea and looked at me with her cold, dark eyes. She 

introduced herself as the lady who would be taking care o f 

the house, now that my mother was too ill to do it herself. 

Now, I think back to that day and know that no-one so 

noble, so free-spirited should have to clean up after other 

people. However, on that day, I regarded her only with 

disdain and contempt.

Gradually, I learnt about this tall, strong woman who 

had entered my life so suddenly. My parents had not 

much time for me, and so I spent many hours watching 

her magic hands at work. We talked about many things; 

but mosdy she told me o f her family in the Transkei. As I 

watched her wash the dishes or polish the floor, I learned 

things that had never occurred to me in my snug, closeted 

world. I also learnt to love her, and yearn for her love. She 

was my constant companion, the mother I never had and 

she showed me a world that I had never known existed.

The transformation from spoilt, selfish child to thoughtful, 

selfless adolescent was probably completed the day I visited 

my ftiends homeland. I was fresh out o f university and was 

tired o f the stories. I wanted first-hand experiences. Even 

though she had told me o f her lifestyle, I was shocked by 

the inadequate housing and filth they lived in. What scared 

me more was how at home she was in that scum-ridden 

place. I was completely shaken, but I learned that love was 

what kept her world functioning. Even when her nephew 

passed away from malaria, she carried on. She had to. A 

whole family was dependent on her. She was the centre o f 

her five childrens and husbands world.

So it was that I was only one o f many whose universe 

was turned upside down at the news o f her death. Words 

cannot describe how it tore apart so many worlds. She was 

murdered, by a killer with the name o f...

She was the person who crossed my life, entering and 

exiting. She changed my direction to a much better path. 

She left me and caused a rockslide in my life. I will never 

forget Nomqa Mshanzi.

THE N IG H T HAS A  TH O USAN D  EYES

Shona Campbell, Grade 12

They left me here. Abandoned. I am alone. There is only a faint 

sliver o f moonlight tonight; a thin, curved eye watching me from 

where it hangs suspended in the darkening sky. It is waiting, 

waiting until the nights cloak envelops me fully with its myriad 

o f blacks and shadows that slowly but methodically creep towards 

me. I am all alone and I am scared. Scared o f the approaching 

night, scared o f the unknown, scared o f myself.

We were all having the time o f our lives. We arrived here in the late 

afternoon when the sun was sinking towards its cushioned bed, 

ready for peaceful sleep. We all saw the “No Entry” sign but what 

is a warning sign to a bunch o f reckless and rebellious students? 

It is an invitation to enter, o f course! We climbed over the spiked 

fence and jumped down inelegandy on the other side, a little worse 

for wear with a few tears in our already ripped jeans.

What lay before us was a sunlit paradise. We swam in the ice-cold 

dam, sunbathed on the freshly-mown green grass and ate and 

drank until we felt like huge balloons that were about to burst.

And then we heard the sirens.

I was in a lazy doze and did not register what was happening. The 

others had scrambled to their feet and were running in the opposite 

direction to the sirens. By this time the police had unlocked the 

padlocked gate and run through it, locking it again behind them. 

I had no time to run so I crawled surreptitiously into a thicket 

and stared, terrified, as the police ran after my friends. I crouched, 

stock still, awaiting my fate but they never came back.

So here I am, sitting in the shadow o f a tall pine tree in the 

approaching darkness. My every sense sharpens tenfold by my 

tangible fear. I can smell the freshly mown grass and the resinous 

odour o f the bark against which I am leaning. I can feel the root o f 

the tree digging painftdly into my leg; I can hear the birds calling 

“good night” to one another and I can taste the night air on my 

tongue.

But I cannot see. Night has come. My mouth is as parched as the 

desert and I can hear the quickened beat o f  my heart. Every bone 

in my body is quivering with anticipation and all my muscles 

are so tight with fear. My throat is raw, tight and feels as i f  I am 

choking on sand. I try to swallow but instead I cough raspily into 

the still night.

I feel as i f  I am a specimen being closely studied under a microscope. 

The night is alive and I feel a thousand eyes on me. Searching 

eyes, prying eyes, eyes that can see into my very being. I feel naked 

under their keen scrutiny and attempt to hide myself away again 

but I cannot. They follow me wherever I go. I cannot rid myself o f 

them. I feel weak with fear and nerves and lie down on the damp 

earth and allow the eyes to inspect and judge me. I fall into a fitful 

yet dreamless sleep.
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EXCH AN GE

Mollie Liesner, Grade 11

ABOVE: JESSICA RICHARDS, GRADE 12

My mum said that it doesn’t matter where one goes, it just matters 

that you get up and go. One might say the process o f setting up 

exchange was constructed and orderly. To me, however, it was as 

simple as just leaving, and in fact questions o f where and when 

were insignificant next to the matter that I was leaving this place in 

my life to explore the possibilities o f an open mind.

In some respects it is inaccurate to say I was alone, as in truth I was 

accompanied by two other girls from South Africa. However, I was 

responsible for my own money, passport, necessities and for my 

own life. I had an incredible sense o f independence and freedom. 

To use a clichéd metaphor, I had stepped out o f my box: a box I 

had shut myself in, one that others had classified me into and one 

I had used for protection. It must be said that I had poked holes in 

this box to look out at the world, which I now see was a pretence at 

an attempt to open my eyes to reality.

Now that I was out o f  my box and high in the Himalayas 

surrounded by nature, fit for a fairy tale, it was time to take long 

walks and re-open my box to look at the baggage o f my life. The 

religious beliefs o f Hinduism and the morals o f the Buddhist faith 

helped me to start the process o f acceptance o f what I carry in my 

box and ultimately who I am. Through travels to places where I 

had to look after myself and have confidence in my own being, I 

came to terms with what had been in my life and what may never 

be. I also realised that acceptance extends to those you live beside 

and to those that are different from you, as through diversity there 

is colour and ultimately, life.

The poverty in India was a huge shove out o f the comfort boxes 

in my head. In Delhi alone, there are more people than the whole 

population o f South Africa, and one in ten o f those people sleep 

under the stars that can’t be seen in Delhi through the permanent 

cloud o f pollution.

I suddenly realised that the way I live is not the norm. My eyes were 

opened to the fact that people on earth do not live in houses and 

do not have food or water. I live in conditions common amongst 

only one percent o f the earth’s population. And through that fact 

I found an etching o f a path for my future. It is my responsibility 

to help those who can’t help themselves. It is my responsibility to 

inform the world o f injustices placed upon those who have lost 

their voice.

I thought it might be tempting to climb back into my box once 

my feet hit familiar soil, but I didn’t want to. Instead, I filled it 

with the previous hardships in my life that are not to be forgotten 

but rather to be faced and then put behind me. I now have the 

pleasure o f sitting upon my box and being exposed to far-off and 

exciting horizons. I spend my days learning and looking at the 

world, for now I know that there is a difference between seeing 

and really looking.
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PARENTS - C A N T  LIVE W IT H  THEM, C A N T  

LIVE W IT H O U T  THEM!

Bronwyn Horn, Grade 10

Parents are not what they used to be. These days, parenting is a 

serious business — to be a parent you need to be fast and furious

— literally. (Have you ever seen a parent arrive at the scene o f their 

teenager’s wrongdoing? They are fast and boy — they are furious!) 

Being on the receiving end o f this kind o f negative energy is 

not good for us teenagers, which is why we’ve put together this 

essential guide for parent survival. As the main cause o f the dreaded 

symptom o f parentals interrupting our lives is to issue some of 

their beloved ‘instructions’, this article will focus mainly on this 

aspect o f parent survival techniques.

In order to be able to survive parents it is essential that we understand 

their behaviour and techniques. The parent species is an extremely 

interesting one, exhibiting many odd behaviours, not known to 

our kind. These mainly fall under the category of: ‘instructing’

— which is the favoured activity o f the species. This category can be 

further subdivided into the following instructions:

• Tidy up your room

• You’re not going out

•  Why don’t you watch more educational television? (i.e. turn that 

rubbish off!)

ABOVE: DETAIL OF ART BY SARAH LAMBRIDIS, GRADE 10

1. The parents have a strange (and, as yet, unexplained) inclination 

towards tidying rooms up. This phenomenon is almost unheard 

o f in teenagers, but occurs in almost every parent organism. Now, 

this in itself is fine, but when this rather annoying inclination 

extends right into a teenager’s own territory (i.e. bedroom) the 

teenager will need survival tactics. As parents have no sense of 

reason (it’s my room — you don’t even have to come in here!) the 

best way to deal with the above situation is either to turn your 

music up really loudly or curl up into a ball and block your ears. 

I f  these two tactics do not work — it might be best to pretend to 

begin tidying up your room — the shock will render them 

incapable o f any such abnormal behaviour for ,at least two 

hours.

2. Over thousands o f years, parents have developed a painfully slow 

torture method. Although they would like to implement it 

whenever they can, they only use it in cases o f extreme significance 

— for example, what is known to them as: ‘talking back’, ‘arriving 

home too late’ or ‘watching too much (is that possible?) television’. 

The torture method is more commonly (other than ‘extremely- 

slow-painful-torture’ method) known as ‘grounding’. This is an 

ancient practice (from our parents’ parents’ day) in which parents 

forbade their teenagers from visiting their friends. As this is one 

o f the basic needs o f the teenager, one might actually die if  one 

does not see one’s friends. It is therefore imperative that you 

follow these safety instructions before embarking on a “grounded 

weekend”.

•  Close all windows and doors (preferably with parent-proof 

locks).

•  Make sure that you have an adequate supply o f junk food to last 

you the weekend (it’s going to be a long one).

•  Re-arrange the furniture so that your cell phone (i.e. Mxit 

containing device), C D  Player, CD s, iPod, junk food and house’s 

portable phone are all within reaching distance.

•  Turn the music up... you are now prepared.

3. The simple q u e s t io n ‘Why don’t you watch a more educational 

channel?’ might sound innocent, but, in actual fact, it conceals a 

very sinister suggestion. Hidden behind these very words is the 

suggest'on that on top o f the 8 hours a day you spend struggling 

through educational school each day, the 2 hours educational 

homework you do, the 1 hour educational dinner-time 

conversations you sit through... you should actually turn off 

M.T.V. (a very important part o f a teenager’s life) and spend the 

remaining 1 hour o f your day — the only hour that you own — 

watching an educational programme. The best tactic to use in a 

situation like this is to calmly explain the situation to the parent, 

then calmly take 10 deep breaths and continue watching.

We hope that these survival tactics enrich your life as a teenager

-  good luck!
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THE FORGOTTEN PANSY

Julia Henderson, Grade 11 

Upon a moment’s uncertainty 

Sweeping search settled on 

Inherited book

Holding trusted definitions for a clouded mind

Brought down from dust-settling sleep 

Your pages slugged over with anxious fingers 

Now grey-tipped

Colour

So queerly out o f place 

Amongst the population o f black and white 

Halted all fingers’ hurry

Retreating pages reveal a pressed pansy 

Flattened your petal skirt lay 

Though in colour your freshness prevails 

As if sun reflected from your dew diamonds but moments ago

What pink fingers did place you here for fancy 

Or did lace-gloved hands forget which pages 

Which book 

Which shelf

Though flower may ache for escape 

I leave you

Your discovery to delight the curiosity 

O f future wondering fingers.

NIGHT IS MORE BEAUTIFULTHAN DAY

Mischa Smith, Grade 9

All my life, the later hours o f the day have been a source of 

comfort. The security in knowing that my family is safe, 

there to protect and to strengthen me, comes at night. Harsh 

tones and impatient words fade with the sun, leaving resolved 

conflicts and love behind. The stress o f deadlines and pressure 

always seems to last only until the sun goes to sleep.

As darkness envelops me in its cool splendour, golden sands 

turn silver and the white-gold moon replaces the sun. My 

troubles are swept away with the eerie clouds and I am safe. 

The scary sound o f racing cars seems to be so much softer 

and gentler by night. Peace and completion come as an 

elegant deep blue sash, adding a finishing touch to perfect 

the outfit.

The night fulfils my desperate needs. My thirst is quenched 

and I rediscover my unique purpose. Each glowing star 

reminds me o f the countless blessings in my life. As the 

evening star rises, I remember my place in the world, and the 

stability o f home. My hurt sets sail, as the lonely message in 

a bottle. My vision slowly adapts to see the love, peace and 

contentment all around me. The silver lining o f a navy blue 

sea shows me that beyond pain there is joy and belonging. 

This gives me hope for the morning, an unchanging strength 

that will last.

After the delight o f twinkling laughter, the sharing o f fabulous 

secrets like jewels in a box, there is rest. A serene, deep sleep. 

All the time to ponder life, as it has stopped chasing me. 

Another kind o f peace, that o f knowing I have the power to 

defeat the glaring obstacles o f tomorrow. I say goodbye to the 

shining stars, my dreams o f romance. I am thankful for the 

beauty o f the sweet comfort o f night and the stability o f the 

rising sun.

The wonder and mystery o f the amazing dark is past. No 

more silver linings o f dark, rushing waves. My dreams o f the 

day to come are pleasant, flavoured by the exotic evening 

light. The glamour o f night is passed and I am ready to face 

yet another garish day. Night is where my memories are 

made, but day is when I come to appreciate their richness. 

With the morning, my troubles wash back on the shore, but 

the night has prepared me for experiencing them. Just until 

the sun goes down, I can endure the light o f the day. For my 

joy returns with the white-gold o f the moon.
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W E  LEARN MORE FROM THE STREETS THAN  

W E  LEARN IN O UR SCHOOLS

Geraldine McMeekin, Grade 11

As soon as the words “the streets” are mentioned, images are 

conjured up o f disillusioned youths wearing hoodies or bedraggled 

clothing, getting into fights or causing nuisance in general. And 

one could question what exactly do these streets have to offer 

todays youth which is more beneficial to them than schooling?

The answer is: reality. Now, the fact that education is an essential 

part o f life is not at all to be disputed. The “fact” that the streets 

are not beneficial to the youth o f today, however, can be argued 

against. It is to be queried whether or not the schooling system of 

today gives learners the insight and acceptance o f the “real world” 

in the same way that actually living in reality can. One always 

hears that it is a big, bad world out there, but what is anyone really 

doing to either change it or alter his/her personal perceptions o f it? 

Being out in the streets, being around people who are not paid to 

teach us, but give us invaluable lessons regardless, has an impact 

on our lives in a way which is often absorbed subconsciously but 

changes our prejudices and uncertainties. One learns how to read 

people, whom to trust (if anyone) and how to react to different 

situations, a habit which quickly changes to instinct. Experience 

gained from the streets allows us to gage our own self-awareness 

and how we behave in a society which is perhaps different to the

one we are exposed to in everyday school life.

It cannot be said that everyone has to have had some sort o f tragedy 

or mishap in their lives in order to make them into more sombre, 

down-to-earth people, but more exposure to the streets can help. 

Not, however, in the zoo-like environment that too many “school 

trips” are based around, where one observes the less fortunate for a 

while, feels sympathetically guilty and then returns to one’s life of 

luxury in a mansion in Constantia. People are people, nothing to 

fear and nothing to separate into groups.

In South Africa, especially, it is necessary to be street-wise just in 

order to travel around and live. There are, o f course, risks to street 

life as there are no electric fences to keep one safe and sound. 

One has to learn what to look out for, how to present oneself in 

order not to stick out like a sore thumb and where to go. Subtlety, 

awareness and common sense are the main rules to stay safe.

The lessons we learn in school benefit us greatly in the sense that 

we are constantly broadening our literal knowledge, learning 

facts and figures which will take us far in our careers. The streets, 

alternatively, expand another part o f us, the part in which empathy, 

a sense o f reality and humanity are all stored. The lessons we learn 

from the streets give us insight into our world and how it really 

works, not what a textbook and video can show us. The streets 

develop our human nature in a way that lessons in a classroom 

never will. After all, there is little point in having a fantastic 

education but not having the fully developed person behind it.

WE&-
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LETTERS OF LIFE

Alexandra Swanepoel, Grade 11

His life, he felt, was like the chart he gave his patients to read from 

everyday. In the beginning he could clearly see his life stretched out 

before him, big, bold letters illuminating his dreams and spelling 

out distinctly what he wanted. Yet suddenly, from a certain time 

in this life, every step he took seemed to take him further and 

further away from himself... The letters became smaller, indistinct, 

spelling words o f a foreign language he did not understand. And 

now that he had nearly reached the end, he could see rows and 

rows o f countless, tiny letters... he felt blind, helpless. No matter 

how hard he squinted, how much he stared, the letters would 

shrink before his very eyes and one day he feared, disappear.

Walking along early-morning Piccadilly his face was strained and 

tired-looking. He knew the exact moment in his life that had 

changed everything; made him insignificant. It was one night. 

One night o f stupid, selfish, drunken mistakes...

He was missing her, she was away... he went out with a friend, to 

some bar... there was an intern from the practice inside: young, 

fresh, and startlingly interested in what he did all day. And then...

His mind banged shut the door o f a room full o f memories: the 

morning after, the fight, the papers... He didn’t want to remember. 

All his memories were indistinct letters he gave no thought to 

anymore. That life was gone. It was smudged. Indistinct.

Gone.

That night, all the letters o f his life had floated away...

He stepped into the reception and without greeting anyone, went 

straight to his room to prepare for another day. He was indifferent 

to people now, alone in his own mind.

Sometimes he felt like he was drifting. Drifting aimlessly through 

still waters, waiting for only a move, a small ripple, to send him 

overboard... The letters were floating, unsinkable, towards a shore 

filled with happy people; other people snatching at his dreams and 

clawing for the life he could have had.

He could see them, indistinct little bodies jumping up and down... 

he did not know the meaning o f ‘happy’ and he felt he never had, 

but he knew that all those people were possessed with the illusion 

o f it.

Everyday his mind stopped thinking until he reached home. Alone 

in his flat, he would sit for hours in his chair with the radio on, 

un’hearing, unseeing, senseless, with a glass o f whiskey in his left 

hand. He would sit and stare, straining his eyes to see the letters of 

his former life... Still they become smaller, always floating steadily 

away from him. In his eked out existence, the only thing that 

sustained him were those letters and when they disappeared, he 

knew he would too.

Sometimes she would flash through his mind. He missed that 

figure, the way she moved, how she gently folded her arms when 

thinking... it would drive him mad and he would shut his eyes, 

clasp his hands over his ears and scream and shout for hours until 

he fell asleep.

And all his dreams were o f letters, black crawling letters, scampering 

like tiny spiders through his rotting mind...

FROSTBITE

Alexandra McGregor, Grade 8 

The silent predator that returns each year 

Waits patiently, luring its victims 

towards its unique beauty.

It stalks its prey 

Waiting...

For a moment o f weakness.

Holding fast with their cold grip 

The crystal teeth sink deep.

The predator is always hungry.

Its hunger slowly seeps through 

the quarry’s limbs... 

beauty can bring a death.
ABOVE: DETAIL OF ART BY LAUREN NESBITT, GRADE 12
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FA CEBO O KAN D  OTHER EXISTENTIAL CRISES

Lerato Nxomani, Grade 12

(JO INT W IN N E R  IN  TH E PUBLIC SPEAKING  
C O M P E T IT IO N  A T T H E  HERSCHEL EISTEDDFOD)

The moment I had been waiting for: finally to be initiated into the 

ranks o f the socially acceptable. Oh, to have my ‘Facebook’ account 

confirmed! (A tad dramatic, I admit, but not at all farcical). Then 

the moment o f reckoning arrived: I was to summarise myself into 

one rectangular block, entitled ‘about me.’ Crisis!

The reason why this is difficult is because I have to describe myself 

-  a complex and intricate character, with which I am not always 

familiar — in a series o f words which, at the very least, make one 

seem sane (and perhaps ‘cool’ enough to be added as a friend), 

while still maintaining that although these words characterize me, 

they do not define me... all without sounding like a verbose fool.

I have always believed that the spaces which define us are the 

spaces which confine us. An example o f this is the fact that the first 

zoologists to study chimpanzees expected to find brutish apes and 

were in fact surprised to see peaceful animals, being tender towards 

each other. Later researchers, expecting to find peaceful animals, 

were shocked to see, for the first time in a non-human species, 

the chimpanzees at war! They witnessed scenes o f the chimpanzees 

hunting monkeys down and tearing them apart limb from limb. 

This anomaly prompted me to investigate the ways in which I 

define myself and what it all really means...

A statement which I believe has characterised me is the fact that 

“I am an African.” I have spent significant amounts o f time, and

money, in the hair salon trying to figure out what that means. 

We’ve been through alienation o f the self in sleek, relaxed hair 

which, although socially acceptable, is not indigenous to the 

African people. Then there was the Afro, which my grandmother 

believed was a disgrace because apparently it looked like I hadn’t 

combed my hair! Although, really, it took half an hour to get the 

right balance o f shape and volume. Needless to say, she hasn’t seen 

my latest lock-hairstyle...

“TR ES A FRICAIN E!” my hairstylist proclaimed. Yet what is 

painfully ironic about this is that on the way home from that same 

hair appointment, I had Xhosa people shouting “Eh, rasta!” at me, 

in fact accusing me of being Rastafarian!

O f course, geo-politically, Africanism invokes images o f  war, 

famine and immense suffering which, although they touch me 

deeply, are not a reflection o f my reality. So Africanism is a label 

which I am not sure I want to embrace...

On a different note, being a girl invokes thoughts o f frivolity and 

vanity, characteristics which I don’t always encompass. And I have 

been in situations where, in competition with boys, I have been 

sidelined or have sidelined myself because I am a girl.

Therefore, I maintain that the spaces which define us are the spaces 

which confine us, and in some cases, the spaces which divide us.

Ultimately, I’m sure you are curious to know what I put in that 

ominous little rectangular block... I took inspiration from a 

misunderstood meerkat in the savannah, who, when told by Rafiki 

to “ ...look beyond what he sees...” in his quest to find himself, 

said, and I quote, “Get a load o f the monkey getting all existential 

on me!”

LEFT: ASHLEIGH THOMSON, GRADE I I
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I AM MOVED BY FANCIES THAT ARE CURLED  

A RO U N D  THESE IMAGES, AN D  CLING : THE 

N O T IO N  OF SOME INFINITELY GENTLE, 

INFINITELY SUFFERING TH ING

Lara Sadler, Grade 12

That person over there might have no idea that I am looking at 

them, and wondering what they are thinking. Then again, what 

they might be doing is wondering what I am thinking. For all 

I know, that person could be a figment o f my imagination; or I 

could be a figment o f theirs. No future second is guaranteed until 

it has already happened; and that needn’t necessarily be due to an 

untimely heart attack.

Whenever I am in a foreign place I get the urge to grab every 

person who walks past and say, “Hello, this is the last time I will 

ever see you — I hope that you have a good life”, before going on 

my way. O f course, I never actually get up the courage to do this. 

It’s just one o f my little fancies.

This continual greeting and saying goodbye would be a little 

time-consuming to make it a habit, but, in a sense, it is tragic 

that people do not do this every time they see somebody whom 

they have never seen before. It doesn’t make a person less o f a real 

person because they are nothing more than a picture in front of 

your eyes.

Every person that you see is a person, yet many people tend to 

think o f only people they know as people. The extent o f these 

people that we know is measured by how well we know them, 

unless, o f course, we invent stories to fill in what could be possible. 

This hardly ever happens; we are content, for the most part, to 

think only o f what we know.

Perhaps this could be attributed to the infinite capacity for 

being bored that the human mind seems to possess. Although 

each person is unique, there are only so many names that can be 

attributed to characteristics; the earth is filled with people who are 

kind, nasty, stingy and bland. It doesn’t seem to make a difference 

to humankind that there are infinite possible outcomes to any 

situation. Even when something seems impossible -  anything 

whatsoever — it needn’t be so. It just so happens that, when an 

outcome is repeated a number o f times, it becomes normal. 

Perhaps God really is cruel, and this is His method o f taunting 

poor mankind.

Although it might sound cliched, human and animal life is 

hugely undervalued. Nevermind the power that a nuclear weapon 

possesses; consider the combined power o f sheer surprise that 

people can foist on the world. Therein lies the reason for mankind s 

boredom with itself; every human knows itself to be human, so 

assumes that every other human is essentially the same. And, from 

the outside, humans are quite similar. We have standard ways 

o f expressing joy or sadness. One would not expect somebody

to dance around when they were in despair, nor cry when they 

are happy. But if  people did do the unexpected, the world would 

become a much more interesting place.

Then again, it may not; humans have so much power to adapt 

to different situations that the unexpected would soon become 

normal, and people’s odd actions would lapse back into the dull 

boredom o f everyday life. Life seems to be lived quite unconsciously 

and with little regard that what happens is, after all, irreversible 

life, yet people are always longing for the unexpected to be true. 

Humans are always wanting the “fancies that cling” to people to be 

true, even though there is little chance that they will be so.

Perhaps this is humankind trying to comfort itself out o f their 

own mortality; while one can imagine what could be; one can be 

happy, at least. “Fancies” can “cling” to anything; even something 

as dreary as a shoe can have an entire universe o f its own hidden 

beneath the surface. A wall, nothing at first thought or sight, is a 

witness to everything that happens on earth; the small actions that 

people think have gone unnoticed are not quite so invisible as to 

be non-existent.

The big question seems to be whether anybody, in fact, knows what 

fancies we create about the apparently boring world around us? Is 

the human imagination as free as we think it is, or does another 

Thing or Being see every story we make up in our heads? Can I 

say or imagine what has happened to somebody else when I don’t 

know, or is that just making up lies? Humankind has no right to be 

so bored at all. Who knows -  maybe retribution waits just over the 

horizon, which could be the edge o f the world after all.

ABOVE: ANTONIA CRONJÉ, GRADE 10
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DIE ROSE

N ina Lomu, Grand 10

Ek sit in die skemerlig op die koue, groen sement van die stoepie 

en luister na die liedjie wat saggies oor die radio in die kombuis 

speel. Ek staan sukkel-sukkel op, stap stadig na Johan se geliefde 

rose toe en sprinkel koel water saggies oor die sagte pienk blare en 

vryf versigtig oor die stamme. Johan behoort trots op my te wees 

as hy hulle nou vanuit die hemel kan sien. “Johan,” fluister hulle sy 

naam en waai hul stywe koppe verdrietig.

Ek skuifel-skuifel binnetoe; dis donker en depressief. Bo-oor die 

soet stem van die radio hoor ek koeie wat buite bulk. “Wa-a-ar is 

hy?” wil hulle weet. Ek leun oor en draai die radio harder. Frank 

Sinatra se oorweldigende stem vul die klein plaashuisie. Ek maak 

my oë toe en laat my herinneringe my terugvoer na 1946. Na 

warm, gelukkige tye van langarmdanse en bont rokke, klinkende 

wynglase en gladde misvloere. Johan buig en ons begin dans. Ons 

dans vinnig en styf teen mekaar. In sirkels en spirale, op en af soos 

twee flitsende skoenlappers. Hy hou my styf teen sy bors vas en 

ons dans steeds voort. Ons dans tot die orkes huis toe gaan en die 

saal verlate is.

Ons spring en huppel in die warm strate. Soen op die parkbankie 

tot die voëls begin sing en die son liefdespienk opkom.

Nou sit ek hier op die koue kombuisvloer en snik. Hy kom nie 

terug nie. Die vyf woorde eggo deur my dowwe kop. Sy leunstoel 

is leeg, sy kussing styf en koud. Sy klere silwerskoon in die kas 

en sy hoed nog agter die deur. Ek sit hier alleen en kyk hoe my 

trane patroontjies op die teëls maak. Onthou en wag. Onthou en 

wag...

DIE G RA A D A G T  OR IËNTERINGSPROGRAM

Christina van der Merwe, Grand 8

Ek het my Graad agt jaar op ’n baie goeie noot begin!

Vir die eerste week van my hoërskoolloopbaan was al die graad 

agts deel van ’n oriënteringsprogram. Hierdie program het vir ons 

’n kans gegee om ons voete te vind en ons graad beter te leer ken. 

Ek het baie van hierdie program gehou en het dit baie geniet! Dit 

het vir my gehelp om ander kinders te ontmoet, om na verskeie 

interessante praatjies te luister en om die skool ’n bietjie beter te 

leer ken. Gedurende die program het ons graad agts aan ’n groot 

verskeidenheid aktiwiteite deelgeneem en elke slag nog iets geleer!

Ek dink die program was baie suksesvol en ons het elke oomblik 

daarvan geniet. Ek hoop die res van my jaar is net so vol pret as wat 

die eerste week was!

SUID-AFRIKA M O ET W EER  DIE DOO DSTRAF  

INSTEL OM M ISDAADTE BEKAMP

Kirstie Heynes, Graad 11

Deesdae word ons land oorval deur dwelmmisbruik, verkragtings, 

moord, kapings en nog baie ander soorte misdaad. Die misdaadsyfer 

styg elke dag... slegs die doodstraf kan ’n einde aan ons ellende 

maak.

Dit is ’n onderwerp waaroor daar baie meningsverskille bestaan. 

Die mening van baie mense deesdae is dat jy nie ’n ander se lewe 

moet neem nie, al het hulle ’n moord gepleeg. In kontras hiermee 

sê die Bybel vir ons: “’n Oog vir ’n oog”. Dit is baie moeilik om te 

besluit met wie se siening jy moet saamstem.

Berigte oor ernstige misdaad verskyn daagliks in die koerante. Die 

afgelope jaar was die Dina Rodriques-moordsaak op almal se lippe. 

Dit is onaanvaarbaar dat ’n onskuldige baba vermoor word! ’n 

Ruk gelede is ’n polisieman sinneloos doodgeskiet. As ons nie die 

misdaad in ons land kan beheer nie, moet die doodstraf miskien 

weer ingestel word.

Ons land se inwoners lewe in angs — wie gaan ons help? Wat gaan 

mense doen om misdaad te bekamp? Ons Minister van Veiligheid 

en Sekuriteit beplan om volgende maand elf duisend gevaarlike 

misdadigers vry te laat omdat die tronke te vol is. Dit voorspel 

beslis chaos!

Indien die doodstraf weer ingestel word, sal dit ’n waarskuwing vir 

toekomstige misdadigers wees. Hulle sal twee keer dink voordat 

hulle iets gruweliks beplan. Dit sal die enigste uitweg vir ons wees.

ABOVE: DETAIL OF ART BY PAIGE RICHARDS, GRADE 12
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AFRIKAANS WRITING

VUURM AAKH O UTVIR  ’N LANG W IN T ER  

(BESPIEGELENDE OPSTEL)

Sarah Potter, Graad 10

Winter, n tyd van koue lug en wit hande, van klein ontwikkelinkies 
en reën wat die aarde nuwe lewe gee.

Gelukkig vir ons kan ons winter oorleef met die hulp van warm 

klere en sjokoladedrankies en ’n gesellige kaggelvuur.

Maar daar is n winter binne-in ons elkeen wat ons geluk vries 

en n dik, grys mis oor ons lewens gooi; ’n digtheid wat niemand 

anders kan binnedring nie. Dit is ’n plek waar jy alleen met jouself 

in jou kop is en jouself eintlik beter leer ken. Hierdie winter sink 

tot by ons koue bene en dieper in ons siele in.

’n Mens sit in jou bed, o f in ’n koffiewinkel saam met ’n vriendin 

omdat winter jou gevang het en jy niks anders kan doen nie. 

Hierdie vriendin het dit aan jou gesig gesien en probeer om vir 

jou ’n lig in die mis te gee. Sy vat jou na jou gunstelingfliek o f gee 

vir jou blomme. Maar hierdie winter sal nie ophou as gevolg van 

materiële goed nie. Blomme en flieks sal nie jou trane droog nie 

— hulle is net ’n vrylating van ongelukkigheid.

My oë brand van die trane wat oor my wange stroom toe die 

hartseerdam van my hart se mure uiteindelik breek. Die trane 

beland op my ma se bors, binne haar hart wat soos ’n magneet al 

my ongelukkigheid aantrek. Ek is moeg. Moeg van seervoel, huil, 

trane en die koue byt van daardie winter. Moeg omdat ek my pad 

in die grys mis verloor het — moeg van geluk soek en moeg van die 

stil skreeu van my siel.

Mamma se stem is lig en warm. Pa se stem is sterk en uitdagend. 

Hulle stemme wieg my met ’n sagte kombers. Die stemme stuur 

vir my prentjies. Ek kan alles blink sien. Ek is ’n klein meisietjie. 

Ek, die sterk meisie. Ek, die beeldskone meise wat bo-op die wêreld 

sit en lag. Daardie prentjies bestaan soos feite; hulle is daar in my 

ingewortel.

“Kom, my liefie. Gaan haal jou goed, ons moet jou toneeloefening 

toe vat.”

In die grys kan ek iets rooi en blink sien. Dit is warm. En met 

die naderkom sien ek die vlamme soos feetjies dans. Hulle lag en 

spring. Die mis begin weghardloop. Die vuur klim hoër en hoër en 

die feetjies probeer my hande vang en saam met hulle dans.

Daar is iets wat ons verruil, verpand, deur die winters van ons 

lewens. Op so ’n jong ouderdom is dit moeilik om oor winters 

wat later in my lewe kom, te skryf, maar die vuurhout wat my siel 

lewend sal hou, is die selfvertroue wat my ouers in my geskep het 

en my passie vir toneelspel.

’N MENS KAN DIE LEW E VAN VANDAG NIE 

SONDER ’N SINVIR HUM O RAANPAK NIE

N ina Louiv, Graad 10

Die lewe is deesdae vol toetse en moeilike situasies en as jy nie ’n 

sin vir humor het nie, kan dit jou heeltemal onderkry. Dis waar, jy 

kan nie die lewe hanteer as jy nie ’n goeie humorsin het nie, en as 

jy oor elke klein probleempie in jou lewe huil, sal jy later selfmoord 

wil pleeg! Met ’n knippie humor kom ’n mens deur enigiets en as 

jy kan kies tussen lag en huil -  lag dan met ’n traan.

Die lewe van vandag is so ernstig en grou dat ons juis nóú, 

meer as ooit tevore, humor nodig het. Alles verloop vinnig en 

is vol spanning, werksdruk en probleme, skreeuende kinders en 

skellende base, verkeersknope, geldnood, tegnologiese nagmerries, 

slapeloosheid, onveiligheid, BEKOMM ERNISSE, GELD N O O D , 

W ERKNOOD!! Sonder humor sal jy regtig kranksinnig word!

Humor kan jou lewensgehalte grootliks verbeter — jou lewenslaste 

word ligter, jy voel jolig en sommer weer lus vir die lewe. Sodoende 

word die sleur van die lewe heel draaglik. Vertel ’n grappie o f luister 

o f kyk na een. Kyk na snaakse televisieprogramme, skakel die ou 

radio aan en luister na daardie irriterende platejoggie, want hy is 

eintlik baie snaaks! Bak ’n poets op vriende, wees ’n grapjas, doen 

dinge sonder ’n rede — alles net vir pret!

Humor kan spanning en stres verlig. Teken ’n snaakse prent van 

jou baas as hy op jou skree en giggel dan daaroor. Skakel oor na 

’n tikkie komedie oor die radio wanneer jy in ’n verkeersknoop 

sit. Humor kan jou dag net opkikker! Soos die aanhaling lui: 

“Engeltjies vlieg hoog, want hulle neem hulself ligtelik op!”

ABOVE: DETAIL OF ART BY JESSICA RICHARDS, GRADE 12
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AFRIKAANS WRITING

EK IS VERLIEF (MUSIEKVIDEOVERHAAL)

Am y H ill, Graad 11

Daar was eendag ’n seun wat dolverlief op Sandrie, een van die 

mooiste meisies in die skool, was. Sy het pragtige rooi hare gehad en 

was baie gewild, maar hy was anders. Jy ken mos daardie soort seun 

wat nooit aan sport deelneem nie en altyd die wiskundekompetisies 
wen? Dit was hy: Jannie Bosman.

Hulle sê Jannie was van die oomblik wat Sandrie by Stellenberg 

aangekom het, dolverlief op haar. Elke meisie wou soos sy wees en 

elke seun wou sáám met haar wees. Sy was almal se droommeisie. 

Sy was méér as net ’n droom vir Jannie. Sandrie was Jannie se son, 

maan en enige iets anders wat jou deur die dag kry.

Elke dag het hy haar na die tennisbane gevolg waar sy en haar 

groep vriendinne hul tweede pouses deurgebring het. En dit net 

om haar te sien glimlag! Hy het nooit vir haar gesê hoe hy oor 

haar voel nie. Eintlik het sy hom nooit eens raakgesien nie. In 

plaas daarvan om met haar te praat, het hy ’n foto van haar onder 

17A-netbalspan uitgeknip en dit elke aand voor hy gaan slaap het, 

gesoen en gehoop dat dit eendag dalk régtig sou gebeur.

Alles het op die een-en-twintigste Maart gebeur. Ek onthou dit 

goed, omdat dit Sandrie se verjaarsdag was en daar was ’n oefening 

vir die skooltoneelstuk. Ons orkes moes saam met die akteurs oefen. 

Daar was orals chaos. Terwyl Sandrie, een van die hoofkarakters, 

haar woorde ingeoefen het, was sy heeltemal onbewus daarvan dat 

Jannie orals rondgehardloop het, besig om rekwisiete op te stel. 

Die enigste rede hoekom hy dit gedoen het, was sodat hy meer tyd 

saam met Sandrie kon deurbring, o f ten minste na haar kon kyk.

Dertig minute na die oefening begin het, het JP aangekom. JP was 

die skool se grootste spiertier, met ’n deftige motorfiets, baie goed 

in sport en ’n regte boelie. Dit was net tipies dat hy King Kong 

in die toneelstuk sou speel. Die oomblik toe hy inloop, het ek 

onmiddellik nie van hom gehou nie en ek kon sien dat hy Jannie se 

gróót kompetisie was. Toe Jannie na Sandrie stap om haar sy laaste 

Rolo te gee, moes ek geweet het dat daar moeilikheid sou kom.

KADOEF!!! Voor enigiemand iets kon doen, het JP, gestewel en 

gespoor in sy gorillakostuum, vir Jannie gegryp en hom op die 

vloer gehad -  hulpeloos. ’n Oomblik lank het alles stilgestaan. Ons 

het halfpad opgehou met ons lied en seifs Sandrie het na JP  gekyk. 

Hoe kon ’n mens so aaklig wees? Asof niks gebeur het nie, het JP 

kleedkamers toe geloop. Ek het toe besluit dat iets daaraan gedoen 

moes word; dus het ek hom kleedkamers toe gevolg.

Ek sal niks meer vertel nie, maar op die ou end het ek die 

gorillakostuum van JP  afgekry en dit vir Jannie gegee. Ek het 

geweet dat as hy gemaak het asof hy JP in die kostuum was, Jannie 

uiteindelik sy droom sou verwesenlik. Alles was gereed. A1 wat nog 

moes gebeur, was dat Sandrie vir haar “held” ’n soen gee.

Ek het nooit weer met Jannie gepraat nie, maar ek weet dat daardie 

soen álles vir hom beteken het...

BR IEW E AAN  ‘DIE BURGER’

Nicole Lester, Graad 9

Die Redakteur 

Die Burger 

Posbus 753 

Bellville 

7500

Geagte Heer

Advertensies en Skindernuus in Die Burger

Die afgelope tyd het ek agtergekom dat Die Burger omtrent net 

skindernuus en advertensies bevat en dat daar minder kwaliteit- 

berigte is.

Ek besef dat daar altyd advertensies in koerante moet wees, maar 

party blaaie word heeltemal deur advertensies gevul. Hierdeur 

word die berigte van gehalte al hoe minder.

Die belangrikste doel van goeie koerante is om lesers in te lig 

oor plaaslike en internasionale gebeurtenisse. ’n Beduidende 

persentasie van berigte is deesdae net skindernuus oor plaaslike 

en Hollywood- glanspersone. Party artikels is net weergawes van 

oorsese poniekoerante o f webwerwe se artikels. In die meeste 

gevalle is dit net spekulasie en nie eers werklike feite nie. Ons lees 

seifs van sepie-karakters se egskeidings -  asof dit die werklikheid 

is!

Ek aanvaar en lees self berigte oor glanspersone wat feitlik korrek 

is, maar ek voel dat dit nie die hele koerant moet oorheers nie. 

Almal stel nie in Paris Hilton se manewales belang nie. Al die 

skindernuus verlaag die gehalte van Die Burger.

Ek voel dat Die Burger weer vir ons tenminste 75% kwaliteit en 

relevante artikels moet gee. Daar is genoeg poniekoerante — moenie 

toelaat dat Die Burger nog een van hulle word nie.

Die uwe 

Beter Berigte
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AFRIKAANS WRITING

Vrydag 3 0  M aart was ’n warm 

somersdag toe vyfG raad 12-, 

ses Graad 11- en twee 

Graad 10-Herschelmeisies op ’n bus 

geklim het. Waarheen was 

hulle op pad? D ie Knysna- en 

KKNK-toer! A lm al was gereed vir 

vyfdae se Afrikaans praat, doen, 

sien en natuurlik ook eet!

IN DIE SPOREVAN SAUL 

BARNARD EN BOKVAN BLERK 

- DIE AFRIKAANS EERSTETAAL 

KNYSNA- EN KKNK-TOER 2007

Estelle Millsy Grade 12

Na almal hulle bagasie (genoeg vir ’n drie weke 

safari) ingelaai het, het ons vertrek. Dit was ’n 

lang busrit en die tekort aan lugverkoeling het 

dit nóg langer gemaak. Gelukkig het selfone 

en iPods die lang rit korter laat voel.

Maar toe ons uiteindelik by ons slaapplek 

aankom — ’n ou plaashuis in die verlate 

myndorp van die Knysnabos — het almal 

gou hul moderne tegnologie omgeruil vir 

die skoonheid van die bos. Dit was volmaan 

daardie nag. Die huis (sonder elektrisiteit) 

was pikdonker behalwe vir die dowwe lig van 

iemand se flits. Dit was in hierdie spookagtige 

atmosfeer dat die Herschelmeisies besluit het 

om ’n spookstaptog te onderneem na ’n verlate

begraafplaas! Gelukkig was dit so verlate dat 

nie eens die spoke aanwesig was nie!

Die volgende oggend was almal gereed vir 

nog ’n staptog — hierdie keer in helder daglig. 

’n Kenner van die flora en fauna van die eeue- 

oue Knysnabos was ons gids. Ons het geleer 

hoe om al die soorte borne uit Saul Barnard 

van Kringe in ’n Bos se tyd uit te ken, en het 

die vars boslug diep ingeasem. Daarna het ons 

die ou myndorp besoek. Party meisies was 

dapper genoeg om by ’n ou, vlak myntonnel 

in te stap.

Nadat ons ons tone in die Homtini natgemaak 

het (ongelukkig het ons, anders as Saul, geen 

goudkrummeltjies ontdek nie), het ons na ons 

slaapplek vir die tweede aand gery. Dit was ’n 

aand van swem, lag en gesels en mev. Nel het 

seifs die meisies vertrou om aandete voor te 

berei. Na ’n uitputtende dag en vol stokbrood 

en boerewors het almal bale goed geslaap.

Dag drie van die toer het begin met ’n 

uitstappie na die Knysna Olifant Reservaat. 

Om die reuse en majestueuse diere te bekyk, te 

voer en te bevoel, was definitief ’n hoogtepunt 

van die toer. Voor ons vertrek Oudtshoorn toe 

het ons gou by die ongelooflike Knysnakoppe 

stilgehou. Die uitsig was asemrowend en dit 

was die perfekte manier om die Knysnadeel 

van die toer a f te sluit. Daarna was dit tyd 

om die tweede helfte van die toer te begin 

-  KKNK!

Na twee dae van skoonheid in die bos was 

die Herschelmeisies gereed om ’n ander soort 

skoonheid te ervaar. Die Kys, ’n rockgroep, 

het ons by die Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunste- 

fees verwëlkom en die volgende twee dae was 

propvol musiek en vertonings wat almal baie 

geniet het en ons weer aan ons Afrikaanse 

erfenis herinner het.

Toe die laaste dag van ons toer aanbreek, kon 

ons nie glo hoeveel ons binne vier kort dae 

gesien en gedoen het nie.

Dinsdagoggend het die Herschelmeisies 

die laaste keer in die bus geklim, gereed vir 

die rit huis toe, maar ook ’n bietjie hartseer 

omdat die toer verby was. Hierdie keer is die 

iPod’s weggesit terwyl almal stories oor die vyf 

opwindende dae vertel het. Almal het min of 

meer dieselfde ding gesê: “Die Knysna- en 

KKNK-toer? Onvergeetlik!”
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FRENCH WRITING

LE PORTRAIT DE BEN JAMIN HARRIS

Geraldine McMeekin, Grade 11

MA GRAND-MËRE - ESSAI FRAN^AIS

Katherine Barry, Grade 11

Mon parrain, Benjamin Harris, est un homme que j ’admire 

beaucoup á cause de sa force et son courage.

Quand il était jeune, il avait seulement seize ans, il travaillait pour 

le gouvernement anglais et il travaillait pour Winston Churchill, 

le premier ministre á cette époque-lá. Quand il avait 18 ans, il 

était espion pour le premier ministre pendant la deuxiême guerre 
mondiale.

Il est allé en Allemagne pour faire de 1’espionnage, mais il a été 
attrapé et il a été mis en prison.

Sa vie comme détenu a duré jusqu’á l’arrivée des soldats anglais 
dans la prison et ils font libéré.

En prison, il a été torturé. Maintenant, deux de ses ongles de la 

main ont disparu. Il n’a jamais oublié cette cruauté.

Apres sa captivité, il est devenu soldat pour l’armée. Il s’est battu 

jusqu’á la fin de la guerre. Mais apres ?a, il a travaillé comme pilote 

pendant la Guerre du Viêtnam. Il a toujours eu la fierté de son 
pays et il a combattu avec courage.

Plus tard, il est devenu pasteur pour PEglise d’Angleterre. Il donnait 

l’espérance aux gens dans beaucoup d’endroits en Angleterre. Il a 
été impliqué dans les exorcismes.

Maintenant, je le vois deux fois par an quand je vais en Angleterre. 

Il est une source d’inspiration pour moi pour tout ce qu’il a fait et 
aussi parce qu’il est três réaliste et intelligent.

TABAC INTERDIT AVANT 16 ANS, D ’ACCO RD  

O U PAS?

Chloë Reid, Grade 12

Tout d’abord, je voudrais dire qu’il est vital de donner de la liberté 

aux jeunes. Un enfant qui a trap de restrictions dans sa vie peut 

devenir três rebelle. Mais je realise aussi que les parents doivent 

parfois établir des regies pour sauvegarder la santé d’un mineur. 

Dans ce cas ce n’est jamais une mauvaise chose d’être strict et 
d’utiliser la loi pour prendre certaines décisions.

Done, même si je pense que e’est important qu’un enfant puisse 

prendre certaines décisions, je suis d’accord avec la loi qui interdit 

la vente des cigarettes aux mineurs. Cependant je ne pense pas 

que le droit soit assez fort pour arreter les jeunes fumeurs. Je crois 

que si les jeunes comprenaient mieux les dangers des cigarettes, le 

nombre des jeunes qui fument avant 16 ans serait moins élevé.

Alors, pour conclure, je suis d accord avec la loi qui interdit la 

vente des cigarettes mais je pense que si on veut trouver la solution 

au problême des jeunes fumeurs, la loi et l’éducation devraient 
travailler plus ensemble.

J ’ai choisi d’écrire au sujet de magrand-mere parce quelle a eu une 

vie stupéfiante. Ma grand-mere s’appelle Phyllis Barry. Elle est née 

á Lewisham, une banlieue de Londres, il y a longtemps. Elle avait 

une soeur qui s’appelait Joan, mais elle est morte récemment. Leurs 

deux parents avaient une vie professionnelle, ce qui était inhabituel 

á l’époque.

Sa mere était institutrice á Test de Londres. Son pêre s’est battu 

pendant la premiere guerre mondiale en France mais il a été blessé. 

Apres la guerre, il a été fonctionnaire pour le gouvernement.

Ma grand-mere vivait á Londres pendant la deuxiême guerre 

mondiale quand elle était jeune femme. Elle m’a dit qu’un jour, 

pendant quelle travaillait, elle est sortie pour le déjeuner et quand 

elle est rentrée, son bureau a été touché par une bombe et la force 

de 1’ explosion l’a projetée contre le mur.

Apres la guerre, elle est devenue femme politique pour le parti 

conservateur en Angleterre. Elle a été membre du conseil de 

Runnymeade et de Windsor pendant dix ans et elle a été maire de 

Windsor pendant deux ans. Elle a travaillé á Holloway College, á 

Windsor aussi.

M a grand-mere et mon grand-pêre, qui s’appelle James, ont eu 

trois enfants qui s’appellent Paul, Jonathan et mon pêre, Simon. 

Ils etaient três coquins et e’est pourquoi ma grand-mere était une 

femme três occupée.

Maintenant, elle habite dans le Devon, á la campagne, dans une 

belle maison. Elle passe beaucoup de temps dans son grand jardin 

et je pense que ma grand-mere est vraiment remarquable.

MM ÊBmÊU
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GERMAN WRITING

FREUDEN

Samuele M unnik, Grade 12 

Tanzen mit meinen Freunden. 

Schwimmen.

Mein Kaninchen Lichi.

Cola Lite und Appeltizer. 

Thunfisch mit Majonnaise. 

Quailen und Lowen.

Ins Theater gehen. 

Schweinchen und Lammchen. 

Partys.

Drama und Deutsch.

Ins Kino gehen.

Meine Mutter und mein Vater. 

Fufiball und Hockey.

An den Strand gehen.

VERG N ÚG U N G EN

Lara Sadler, Grade 12

Schlafen

Biodsinn reden

Eine schwarze Katze sehen

Auf einer Wippe sitzen

Blitz in der Nacht

Anfang

Ende

Mich erholen 

Einen Brief schicken 

und einen Brief bekommen 

und einen Brief lesen. 

Schlafen, wenn ich miide bin.

ABOVE: DETAIL OF ART BY 
LUCA POOLE, GRADE 11

DAS MAG ICH...

Nicola Bruce, Grade 12 

Schicksal!

und alles war es bringt.

Eine Musikgruppe! 

und alles was sie singt.

Nektarinen! 

und Obstsalat.

Schwimmen!

in einem grofien Freibad!

Der Strand!

Der Sand und die See!

Aber auch winterlich Wetter 

Frost und der Schnee.

DAS MACHT MIR FREUDE

Clara Mulligan., Grade 12

Kiihe auf der Wiese 

Elektronische Musik

Vorhersagungen, die in Erfiillung 

gehen

Psychologie

Lesen

Alle Bucher 

Filme

Irische Geschichte 

Selbst gemachtes Essen 

Schwimmen mit Freundinnen 

Leben
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XHOSA WRITING

IMPELA-VEKI YAM EHOTELE

Khanyisile Sodayise, Grade 10

Ngempela veki bendiye ehotel nezihlobo 

zam. Besiye e-Arabella Sheraton, ihotele 

ekudidi oluphezulu kakhulu. Iarabella 

Sheraton iseKapa, sisakhiwo esikhulu 

esimnyama.

Singene ehotele ngoLwesihlanu, siza kuhlala 

kude kube ngeCawe. NgoLwesihlanu 

singene emagumbini ethu satsibatsiba 

phezu kwebhedi. Amagumbi makhulu 

kakhulu. Anebhedi ezimbini ezinkulu 

ezintofontofo negumbi lokuhlamba eline- 

shawara kunye negumbi langasese.

Phezu kwebhedi bekukho ibhasketi 

eneziqhamo ezininzi. Mna ndazitya zonke. 

Sibukele itv emva koko salala. Ngokhuhlwa 

sivuswe yifoni ethi masihambe siyokutya 

isopholo. Sihle ngelifti indlela ende 

safika egumbini lokutya. Igumbi lokutya 

likhulu kakhulu kwaye linendidi ezininzi 

zokutya. Umngangatho ucocekile kakhulu, 

izihlangu zityibilika. Ukutya bekumnandi 

kakhulu. M na nditye isteki netshipsi, 

ndasela iCoke. Emva koko ndatya i-ice- 

cream enetshokolethi, ndatya notam-tam 

endibathandayo .

Im in i yam  y o k u q a la  e -A rab e lla  

ndayonwabela kakhulu kanti nezinye 

iintsuku ezimbini zazimnandi kakhulu 

nazo. Impelaveki yam yayi mnandi kakhulu 

e-Arabella hotel.

UBUSIKA

Lerisha Chetty, Grade 9

Ubusika lixesha lonyaka endilithandayo, 

kodwa kubanda kakhulu. Sinxiba iijezi, 

iiglavu, neminqwazi efudumeleyo. Sitya 

amapayina, ii-orenji, ii-avokado neepopo 

kuba zininzi ngeli xesha. Iindawo ezininzi 

zinemvula encinane kakhulu, kodwa 

apha eKapa kunetha kakhulu, kufuneka 

sinxibe iibhuti needyasi zemvula siphathe 

nezambhuleni.

E busika iim in i zim futshane kwaye 

ziyabanda. U busuku nabo bude baye 

buyabanda kakhulu. Ngamanye amaxesha 

liyakhithika ebusika. Ndithanda ukudlala 

ekhephini.

Ebusika ilanga liphuma kade litshone 

kw am sinyane. E b u sik a  ku yath anda 

u k usib ek ela  ixesha e lin in zi kwaye 

kuyavuthuza kakhulu. Ebusika kudlalwa, 

ihoki, isoka, iragbhi nenethibholi.

Sitya ukutya kushushu ebusika, okunje 

ngesuphu, imakharoni, nespagetti.

Ebusika im ithi em ininzi ilahlekelwa 

ngam agqabi, sibona kuphela amasebe 

awom ileyo. N diyabu th anda ubusika 

kakhulu.

RIGHT: DETAIL OF ART
b y  z o ë  McLa u g h l in , g r a d e  io



FRENCH TOUR

The Herschel French Tour officially 

began as 23  o f us boarded a bus 

headed fo r Antibes. With the 

accumulated travelling tim e o f  

3 8  hours behind us, we were 

happy and excited to have arrived 

in Antibes in one piece.

FRENCH TOUR

Alexia Tomazos, Grade 12

On our arrival in Antibes we met our host 

families for the next week. Although many o f 

us were nervous about this aspect o f the trip 

we soon found our nerves were unnecessary as 

each pair o f girls was welcomed warmly into 

the families. The homes o f the host families 

were conveniently situated in close proximity 

to each other. This made walking and meeting 

up with friends for a café au lait an easy task.

We were originally nervous about the ‘tests’ 

which we had to undergo before commencing 

our French schooling in Antibes. The classes 

were mainly conversational and became a part 

o f the day which we looked forward to as we 

could impress our fellow classmates with new 

phrases or words we had learnt.

After school each day we were taken to places 

such as Nice, Cannes and Monaco to play 

the part o f tourists for the afternoon. Our

tour operator, Karim, not only showed us 

the historical sites and taught us interesting 

facts about these places but he also showed us 

the cheap shopping areas, which was much 

appreciated by all o f us. The days in Antibes 

ended with a swim in the Mediterranean sea, 

an ice-cream and a walk in the old village 

before returning to our host families for a 

well-deserved, home-cooked meal and sleep.

Our time in Antibes flew past and before we 

knew it we were boarding the train for Paris. 

In the five hour train ride our excitement 

to reach the cultural capital o f the world 

increased. Paris was overcast: this change in 

weather, however, could not dampen our 

spirits. Our first night in Paris started with a 

boat ride on the river Seine; many girls were 

left speechless as the overwhelming beauty of 

Paris became apparent. The Eiffel Tower at 

night became a highlight for many of the girls 

on the trip and in the days to follow Paris 

continued to inspire us. The Louvre, The 

Palace o f Versailles and the knowledge from 

Madame Cassuto and Madame Macfarlane 

made the trip in Paris particularly interesting 

and educational for the girls. Although much 

was learnt on the trip, the Metro still remained 

a mystery for many o f us. By the end of our 

stay we were sipping coffee and eating pastries 

like true French people in Parisian cafes. 

It was not only a new found confidence in 

speaking French that will be taken away from 

the Herschel French Tour 2007 but a growth 

in character, confidence and independence. 

We formed close friendships and can only 

look back on the French tour with fond 

memories.
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SPORT AWARDS

S Q U A SH

Jill Phillips Trophy for the most improved 

and dedicated player:

Maggie Lu

N E T B A L L

•  The Sibu Dlova Trophy is awarded to an 

U14 netball player who has shown 

remarkable talent and commitment 

throughout the season:

Lara Jacobs

• The most improved netball player: 

Kauthar Sambo

•  The Justine Peters Trophy for 

dedication to netball:

Alexandra Bergh and Sarah Kuiper

S W IM M IN G

•  The Fabia Neser Trophy for a swimmer 

in any grade who has shown team spirit, 

dedication and enthusiasm throughout 

the season: Emily van Heerden

• The Gilbert Trophy for the swimmer 

o f the year: Dominique Dryding

C R O SS- C O U N T R Y

• The most dedicated cross-country 

athlete: Jacqueline Louw

• The Scott Trophy for the best 

multi-disciplined sports achiever i.e. the 

best biathlete, duathlete or triathlete this 

year: Dominique Scott and

Robyn Williams

W A T E R P O L O

•  The Lawrence Trophy for the most 

improved waterpolo player:

Jemma DendyYoung

• The Morelli Trophy for the girl who has 

made the biggest contribution to 

waterpolo:

Gabrielle Immelman

T E N N IS

•  The certificate for the most outstanding 

achievement in tennis this year:

Sian Vermeulen

• The Ballance Trophy for the girl 

who has contributed the most to 

tennis at Herschel:

Jenna Bowes

VOLLEYBALL

The Sattar Sisters Trophy to a student

who has shown passionate dedication to

volleyball during the past year:

Inez McGregor

BASKETBALL

• The certificate for the most improved 

basketball player: Anri Home

• The Nicola Vernon Trophy for team 

contribution and good sportsmanship: 

Liesl Potgieter

HOCKEY

•  The most promising hockey player: 

Micaella Parker

•  The certificate for the most improved 

hockey player: Chloë Collins

•  The Bonellie Trophy for a player who 

has achieved throughout her hockey 

career at Herschel and has been an asset 

to her team both on and off the field. 

She has shown an encouraging and 

positive attitude to her team mates: 

Jenna Bowes

• The Thomas Trophy for outstanding 

play accompanied by exceptional team 

spirit and enthusiasm: Nikki Flanagan

IN D O O R  HOCKEY

• The certificate awarded for the most 

improved indoor player: Samantha Fish

• The certificate awarded for the most 

talented indoor player: Paula Dollman

MAJOR AWARDS 

T H E  LEADERSHIP TROPHY to a 

girl in any grade who in a position o f 

leadership has shown an ability to inspire, 

motivate and engender team spirit:

Nicola Scott

T H E  PICKUP TROPHY for all-round 

participation in sport: Alexandra Bergh

T H E  HANNATH TROPHY for the 

most outstanding achievement o f the year: 

Melissa Greeff

T H E  CHAM BERS TROPHY for 

sportsmanship: Alexandra Bergh

T H E  BRIDGM AN TROPHY for 

sportsgirl o f the year: Jenna Bowes

u  I a u Kate He“ o r' (Guest speaker),Theresa Kingcome (N eé Bridgman) and
en Botha (D irecto r of Sport at the senior school) with the winner o f the Bridgman Trophy 

for Sportsgirl of the Year, Jenna Bowes
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INTER-HOUSE REPORT: ROLT

When life turns yellow, things are 

looking up! The Rolt season o f  

2 0 0 7  has been filled  with the most 

fantastic spirit, the loudest o f cheers 

and some dazzling bunny suits.

YELLO W  SUMMER!

Lily Kuiper, House Captain

As always, this year’s Inter-house braai, held at 

the beginning o f the year, united the Roltarians 

and gave the Grade 8s a good boost o f house 

spirit. Their oath to the “Great House” before 

being plunged into the pool, alongside the 

rest o f the grades’ pursuit for jelly tots amidst 

flour, made for some good memories.

This energetic evening must have uplifted 

Rolt’s fighting character, for the next day our 

swimmers raced ahead in the Inter-house gala 

to bring home the trophy. Viva Rolt!

There could not be a more sensational 

feeling than conducting and experiencing 

Rolt’s performance at the Inter-house singing 

competition. All kitted out in ‘sea animal’ gear, 

the Roltarians sang “Jeremiah was a Bullfrog” 

with enough gusto and delightful dance moves 

to make any little bullfrog proud. Lara Milne 

and Jane Yu did a fantastic job o f playing 

‘music teachers’ and though our singing 

ability was not up to trophy standards, the 

backstage nerves were definitely transformed 

into fun and energy on stage. Those yellow, 

waving hands will not be forgotten. Again I 

say, Viva Rolt!

It has been wonderful heading Rolt because 

the Inter-house experiences always allow for 

a good break from academic life. I have loved 

the Roltarians very much® they are such a 

cheerful bunch — and I think if  Rolt’s great 

spirit stays strong, it will always be the very 

best house.



INTER-HOUSE REPORT: JAGGER

One o f the most memorable images 

toe Jaggerians have from  2 0 0 7  is, 

undoubtedly, standing in fron t o f  

a huge audience, dressed head-to- 

toe as neon bugs, while belting out 

a Beatles medley compiled by our 

musical whiz, Iman Isaacs.

GREEN FEVER!

Caroline Brown, House Captain

The enthusiasm and house spirit produced 

by Jagger at this event was merely the result 

o f other annual Inter-house activities and 

competitions throughout the year, that were 

also filled with fun and thoroughly enjoyed 

by all o f our girls.

At the end o f  last year, after winning 

numerous events from Inter-house plays to 

Inter-house singing, Jagger won the House 

Efficiency Shield, and this victory encouraged 

our girls to remain positive and dedicated to 

maintaining house spirit in 2007. The year 

ended with House Christmas parties on the 

lawn, where gifts were exchanged.

This year many new girls joined us, and House 

braais proved to be an ideal way in which we 

could introduce these girls to Jagger... as well 

as being a build-up to the Inter-house gala 

which was to occur the following day. The 

girls came dressed in spectacular green outfits 

and were “welcomed” by our Matrics who 

greeted the girls with water balloons and green 

slime! Our hungry house was also kindly fed
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by Nahn van Wyk — our Deputy Captain

— whose family provided Steers burgers for 

everyone!

Although we were not victorious at the 

swimming competition the following day, 

our girls swam exceptionally well, and 

their supporters remained in high spirits 

throughout the event! We even discovered 

some hidden swimming talents, when Matrics

— such as Robyn Louw — dived into the pool 

for the last time and represented Jagger in 

brilliant fashion!

The third term ended with the Inter-house 

forum discussion in which our junior team 

achieved first place!

The annual Inter-house singing competition, 

was, as always, the highlight. This year, each 

house had to perform an ensemble piece, as 

well as a set song (“Crazy Little Thing Called 

Love”) and a chosen song (“Beades Medley”). 

Our girls put a lot o f  effort into learning the 

pieces, and Jagger’s many musicians worked 

very hard to accompany our singing talent 

on the evening. Although we came second, 

our spirits were not dampened, as our 

performances were outstanding!

Many Jaggerians also represented their house 

in the school Eisteddfod, displaying many of 

our talents. At the end o f the term we also 

had the much-dreaded inter-house general 

knowledge quiz! This usually aims at asking 

girls impossible facts and humiliating them 

with disastrous scores — however, Jagger 

received the highest number o f points, and 

put the other houses to shame!

The third term proved to be extremely 

stressful for our Grade 11 drama students, as 

they were required to write, produce, direct 

and perform a play (with the help o f other 

girls in the house). The play was judged by 

an external adjudicator. This year’s theme was 

007’, and the girls came up with a superb 

script. They performed so well on the final 

night that they won the competition! To top 

the evening off, Jagger’s very talented actress, 

Sarah Potter, received the Best Actress award!

This year has been extremely successful and 

enjoyable, and I have the utmost faith that 

next year’s house captain will ensure that 

Jagger remains full o f energy and spirit!



INTER-HOUSE REPORT: MERRIMAN

WOW!

One word to describe the most 

amazing time M erriman has had 

this year! We really rocked the boat, 

turning everything upside down.

ROCK THE HOUSE!

Sarah Waterfield, House Captain

The girls were all so enthusiastic, committed, 

co-operative and full o f spirit, making all 

events fun and it made my job a whole lot 

easier. It was so nice to work with people who 

felt as passionate about this house as I do and 

hopefully, due to our wonderful successes, this 

passion and spirit will stick for years to come.

We started off last year with a huge bang at 

the annual Inter-house gala by winning the 

spirit cup — our main goal for the day! This 

event was a nice ice-breaker and there was a 

good sense o f house rivalry, support and fun.

The start o f a new year is always exciting 

as we gain many new Grade 8s. The Grade 

8s o f 2007 were so impressive as they were

enthusiastic, and always willing to sign up 

for ANYTH ING. We saw this especially at 

the Inter-house braais which was one o f the 

highlights o f the year. The girls danced on 

their own in front o f the entire house, drank 

the most disgusting concoction imaginable 

and of course expressed to their wonderful 

matrics how much they loved them! This was 

such a successful event and it really united 

the house and made the Grade 8s feel more 

comfortable and part o f the Herschel family. 

At this event we also introduced the most 

exciting event o f the year to the house, Inter­

house singing!

Inter-house singing was the main highlight of 

Merriman’s year. The atmosphere was filled 

with enthusiasm at practices and our relaxed, 

fun approach to learning our two songs, 

‘Like a Prayer’ by Madonna and ‘Crazy Little 

Thing called Love’ by Queen, proved to work 

as we, for the first time in 7 years, won this 

competition. This was a goal well achieved, 

especially for the matrics, as we had never won 

this event in our high school career. The whole 

house worked so hard, showing commitment, 

leadership and excellent teamwork. When 

we won, the scream definitely showed how 

excited we were. The euphoria carried over 

to the next day when we also discovered that 

we had won the Herschel Eisteddfod, an 

achievement that required wide participation 

by all in our house. Congratulations to all the 

Merriman girls who won various sections in 

the Eisteddfod!

This term we had the Inter-house plays which 

was a huge task for the Grade 11 Drama girls, 

but they managed to pull it o ff superbly. 

Many hours o f hard work, script writing, 

and organising go into this event but on 

the night the atmosphere was filled with joy 

and fun and proved to be worthwhile for the 

Grade 11s. The Merriman girls did us proud 

once again, putting on a very humorous and 

entertaining play.

All in all, Merriman has been a highlight for 

me and I hope for many other girls. I feel so 

proud and lucky to have been part o f this 

house and head o f it. Merriman is always full 

o f spirit and this year I think it only improved, 

making it an amazing year for everyone!
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SPORT

IN D O O R HO CKEY

Jenna Bowes, Captain

This year was a wonderful year for all our 

indoor hockey teams. Eight teams were 

entered into three indoor leagues and once 

again all players who participated played 

with such enthusiasm and showed great 

sportsmanship.

Our first team made it through to the final 

o f the first league where they played against 

Westerford. Unfortunately the team drew 

the match, but lost in penalty flicks.

The Peninsula Girls’ Schools Games Union 

(PGSGU) Inter-Schools event was held at 

Herschel and ran smoothly thanks to Mrs 

Botha. The event was well supported, very 

competitive and best o f all, our first team 

managed to come away with the trophy.

Well done to all the teams and a huge thank 

you to Mrs Botha for all her hard work and 

to Mr Scott and Ms Pridgeon for making it 

yet another enjoyable and successful year.

1s t  INDOOR HOCKEY TEAM

Rack row, from left: A  Commins, K Heynes, I Isaacs, S Fish, P Dollman 

Front row: J Richards, J Bowes (Captain), M r A  Scott, N  Flanagan, N  Austin

VOLLEYBALL

Inez McGregor, Captain

We had several Saturday tournaments 

competing against University o f Cape 

Town (U C T), Deutsche Schule Kaapstad 

(DSK) boys and girls, and Bergvliet. These 

tournaments went well and the girls had fun. 

The first team played very well and some 

great moments were shared amongst the 

team members. The improvement among 

the younger members o f the team has been 

very impressive over the last few months 

and they are commended for it. Several 

internal tournaments o f beach volleyball 

were held and the standards exhibited by 

the players exceeded expectations. Thanks 

go to the coach, Dr Siroky, who puts so 

much time into volleyball at this school. 

The season ended with the annual trip to 

Cavendish to get ice creams and waffles.
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I ST VOLLEYBALL TEAM

Back row, from le ft  N  A llie, A  McGregor, A  Bolton, R Essack 

Front row: I M cGregor (Captain), D r M Siroky, S Harnekar



SPORT

TENNIS

Jenna Bowes, Captain

Tennis this season was very enjoyable 

and was played in high spirits. All 

our teams showed determination and 

dedication throughout the season which 

helped maintain Herschel’s high standard of

tennis. Our top seven players participated 

in the Independent Schools’ Tennis Festival 

which was hosted by Epworth Girls in 

Pietermaritzburg. Our girls showed their 

fighting spirit in exhausting matches, but 

lost to St Anne’s in a very exciting final.

The Open PGSGU Inter-Schools’ tourna­

ment was held at Rustenberg Girls’ High

1s t  TEN N IS  TEAM

Back row, from le ft  P Dollman, S Utton, B Bijl, C  Erasmus 

Front row: J Symonds, S Vermeulen, J Bowes (Captain), C  Grobler

School. Four couples participated and 

came second to Springfield by just a few 

points. Congratulations to all the teams for 

helping make it a very successful season. 

Thank you very much to Dean Botha for 

all his hard work on and off the court, and 

also to Mr Scott for yet another enjoyable 

tennis tour.

GRADE 8 TENNIS

back row, from left: C  Noland, S Acton,
E W ishart, A  Clegg

Front row: L Jacobs, A  Rothman (Captain), 
A  Dry, N Anderson

SQUASH

Michaela Kritzinger, Captain

Squash is not a sport conducive to 

team camaraderie — one plays alone in a 

rectangular room, cut-off from the outside 

world by a wall o f glass. It follows then that 

a squash ‘team’ would merely be a list o f 

similarly skilled players which thus can be 

judged on how each member o f the team 

performs her role, separate from her team­

mates, but towards a common victory.

However, o f Herschel squash in 2007, it can 

be said that success has been far more than 

the sum o f individual accomplishments. 

Indeed all four o f the first team players 

represented Western Province and quite a 

few girls improved their skills by competing 

outside Herschel in the Western Province 

Ladies League.

It was, however, because o f the friendship 

and support that developed inbetween 

games (as we all attempted to offload as 

much strategic advice onto our team-mates) 

that squash matches became successful 

team efforts. Such strong individual

talent and team-work is attested to in our 

participation at the Inter-Schools event, 

which we won. It has been a happy year 

for squash and with the wealth o f young, 

promising talent, the sport will surely 

continue to grow at Herschel.

1s t  SQUASH TEAM

Back row, from le ft M Kritzinger (Captain), H Knight, C Erasmus, F MacLean 

Absent Mrs S Malherbe (Coach)
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SPORT

The 2 0 0 6 /2 0 0 7 swimming 

season was a great success! Under 

the watchful eye o f our coach, 

M rs Knott, a dedicated group o f 

girls trained hard and managed 

to exceed themselves in reaching 

exceptionally high standards.

SW IM M ING

Robyn Williamsy Captain

The season was filled with weekly training 

sessions, co-ed galas, team bonding, and the 

beloved Dolphin Dive to avoid doing more 

sprints! The highlight o f  the season was 

winning the PGSGU gala, leaving our rivals, 

Springfield, in second place!

The U14 and U16 teams won the cups for 

their respective age groups at this event. .

Robyn W illiams, Jem ma Dendy Young, 

Dominique Dryding, Emily van Heerden, 

Lara Dendy Young and Megan Foster were 

selected to represent Western Province at 

the SA Schools gala held in Cape Town 

earlier this year.

Congratulations to Dominique Dryding, 

who recently represented South Africa at 

the All Africa. Games, where she won two 

bronze medals in the 400m  and 800m 

freestyle.

Thanks to all the swimmers for a wonderful 

season, and a special thank you to Mrs 

Knott for all her effort and motivation. 

Best o f luck to the girls for next year!

SWIMMING TEAM

Back row, from left: N W oker, A  Bergh, J Dendy Young, 

E van der Merwe, J Delson, C  Erasmus, L Evans

Front row: E van Heerden, L Dendy Young,

R W illiam s (Captain), Mrs J Knott, D Dryding,
T  Utton, K Tennent

A bsent M Foster

ARGUS CYCLE TO UR

Back row, from le ft  C  Coles, D Scott, D  Viotti, A  van Zyl 

Front row. B Bijl, Mrs S Rule, N  Scott, Mrs R Scott, K Knight
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SPORT

Herschel’s waterpolo has gone from  

strength to strength this year. Right 

from  the U14s’ first practice to the 

U l6s’ am azing performance a t 

the Alexander Road tournament 

in Port Elizabeth, the girls p u t an 

extraordinary amount o f effort, 

dedication and love into the sport.

W ATERPOLO

Nahn van Wyk, Captain

The 2007 waterpolo season got off to a great 

start when the first team participated in the 

Old Petrians tournament in Johannesburg. 

Excellent waterpolo was played and we really 

bonded as a team. This set the scene for a great 

season. Not only did we improve individually, 

but more importantly we excelled together.

1s t  w a t e r p o l o  t ea m

Back row, from le ft N Newman, N W oker, S-J Sheard, J Dendy Young, E van der Merwe,

J Delson, F McLean

Front row: D  Viotti, A  Commins, N  van W yk  (Captain), M r P Martin, N Flanagan,
A  Bergh, D van der Vyver

D espite injuries from key players, we 

managed to stay strong and finish off the 

season on a high note. We were probably the 

first waterpolo team that brought our coach 

to tears, not because o f despair, but because 

o f pride.

The following girls were selected to represent 

Western Province: Jam ie Grant, Ju lia  

Buchanan, Emily van Heerden, Nicola Gubb, 

Dominique Scott, Amy McMillan, Sarah- 

Jane Pearce, Jade Hubner and Tarryn Horner 

— U14 teams.

Jessica Delson and Jemma Dendy Young were 

selected for the U16 teams, and Nahn van 

Wyk and Nikki Flanagan represented Western 

Province in the U 18 division.

We finished off the season with the Waller 

Cup. Although we did not leave with the 

trophy in hand, the level o f sportsmanship 

displayed throughout the season left a good 

impression on all competitors and spectators. 

I was very fortunate to be part o f a team 

that’s always so enthusiastic, passionate and 

entertaining! Good luck to the girls for next 

year, and well done to the coaches, captains 

and players for a fantastic season!

U16A WATERPOLO

Rack row, from le ft  A  McMillan, E van Heerden, S Marchant, N  Gubb, 
S Allderman, J du Plessis, T  Horner, J Buchanan

Front row: D Scott, S-J Pearce, J Grant, K Goddard (Captain), S Hugo- 

Hamman, L Shacksnovis, J Hubner

u 14A WATERPOLO TEAM

Back row, from le ft  K W elch, L Pothecary, C  van der Merwe, L Dendy Young 
(Captain), C Erasmus, S Acton, T  Utton

Front row: E Murphy, R dos Santos, Ms N Day,
M Allie, K van den Aardweg
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SPORT

The hockey season for 2 0 0 7  began 

with a great start fo r the first 

team players, as they were lucky 

enough to have the opportunity to 

visit Singapore and Malaysia on a 

combined hockey and netball tour 

during the A pril holidays.

HO CKEY

N ikki Flanagan, Captain

This was an amazing experience where the 

girls were able to learn so much about two 

different countries. The first team played five 

games, o f which we won four. Unfortunately, 

the hockey standard was not as high as we had 

expected, but it gave us a great opportunity 

to get to know one another and start to work 

together as a team before the season started 

back in Cape Town. The tour was incredible 

and a memory that will never be forgotten.

The tour proved a good start for the First 

Team. Despite the interruption o f match 

times due to the minimal astroturf times 

available, the girls worked hard for each 

match, upholding the school’s name with 

pride and sportsmanship.

During the season the team played and hosted 

a team from Edinburgh, Scotland. The game 

was o f a high standard and Herschel energed 

successful, winning 5-2. The Scotland girls 

were most friendly and it was wonderful to

host them. The First Team ended up coming 

third in the inter-schools’ event. At the end 

o f our season we also managed to beat DF 

Malan, 2-0. They are one o f the top teams 

and were unbeaten until we played them. The 

first team’s season was a most enjoyable and 

successful one.

The U14 and U16 girls showed much talent 

and potential for the future o f Herschel 

hockey. The U l4A ’s and U16A’s hard work 

and commitment throughout the season paid 

o ff as both the teams were unbeaten. These 

two teams played superb hockey and managed 

to win their inter-schools’ events with ease.

A big thank you must go to all the coaches, 

Ms Pridgeon, Mrs Xavier and Mr Scott, for 

their utmost dedication to their teams. Special 

thanks also goes to Mrs Botha for all her hard 

work, organising hockey fixtures, tours and 

tournaments. The Singapore/Malaysia tour 

would not have been so successful without 

her endless commitment. I wish the best for 

the hockey girls next year and am positive it 

will be yet another successful season.

1s t  HOCKEY TEAM

Back row, from le ft  P Dollman, S Fish, K Heynes, S Vermeulen, N  W oker, A  Thomson, A  Commins 

Second row: J Richards, A  Bergh, N  Flanagan (Captain), Ms D Pridgeon, N Austin, J Bowes, S Corder

Front Row: I Isaacs
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UI4A HOCKEY TEAM U16A HOCKEY TEAM

Back row, from left: A  Katzeff, M Foster, A  McGregor, S Acton, T  Utton, 

A  Scoble

Front row: K  van den Aardweg, C  van der Merwe, C Noland (Captain), 

M r A  Scott, C  Erasmus, E Murphy, L Jacobs

Back row, from left: T  Horner, S Mason, L Manning, A  Cronjé, J du Plessis, 
D Viotti, A  Liddel

Front row: S Esack, D  Parkfelt, K Goddard (Captain), Mrs J Xavier, C Collins, 
J Grant, M Parker
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SPORT

BASKETBALL

Liesl Potgieter, Captain

The basketball players o f 2006/7 saw a brilliant season full o f fun, 

laughter and celebration. The team spirit was immeasurable with 

the Sports Centre absolutely buzzing on a Thursday afternoon.

We received great support from the school and the cheerleaders 

with their painted faces and bongo drums to spur the teams on.

Practices will always be remembered for the drills done and the 

fun that was had by all. All the teams played well throughout the 

season and the Grade 8s had a good start to their high school 

basketball careers; the U16s made it to the play-offs, something 

which hadn’t been achieved before. The first team has had great 

success as they have remained unbeaten for two years running, 

which is a wonderful accomplishment.

Congratulations to all the girls who played and I hope the 

enthusiasm and spirit will continue to increase.

UI6 BASKETBALL TEAM

Bock row, from left: A  Vernede, S Mngxali, C  Rudolph, A  Cronjé, A  Morris,

Y  Ehrenreich

Second row: S Gubangwa, A  Horne (Captain), Ms A  Muller, S Masutha, B Horn 

Front A  Fanton

1s t  b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m

Back row, from le ft  N  Tomazos, E Mills, S Kuipi>er,N Austin, J Louw, M Kuhn, A  Hill
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Second row: J Jardim, L Potgieter (Captain), Ms A  Muller, M Kritzinger, C  Grobbelaar

Front row: G  Immelman.T Beeby
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SPORT

NETBALL

Alexandra Bergh, Captain

The 2007 season got off to a spellbinding 
start on our tour to Singapore and Malaysia 

in April. This was not only an enriching 

cultural experience for each individual on 

the tour but also a great pre-season bonding 
for the squad.

Although netball at Herschel seemed 

to be on a downward spiral, I would 

like to congratulate all the girls for their 

enthusiasm, and especially Sibu Dlova 

who, after much persuasion, returned 

to her Herschel haven and persevered, 

leading us to many successes. We certainly 

have worked hard with extra practices 

and copious amounts o f  sweat, and so 

managed to win a fair number o f matches 

this season. There have been laughs, lines, 

shouts, shots (some from the halfway line... 

and other times, not so many), shinsplints 

and bubbles. I would like to congratulate 

both the U14 and U16 teams for coming 

out on top at Inter-Schools, and also the 

first team who came second, by one goal, 

to Rustenburg. Thank you all for a great 

season.

1s t  NETBALL TEAM

Back row, from le ft C  Grobler, L Johnson, J Dendy Young, N W oker 

Front row: G Immelman, S Kuiper, A  Bergh (Captain), N Tomazos, T  Beeby 

Absent Ms S Dlova (Coach)
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SPORT

CROSS C O U N T R Y

Back row, from left: N W oker, K  Goddard, J Louw, D Dryding, S Vermeulen, V  Csuthy, C  Collins, 

L Manning, A  McMillan, K Herringer

Second Row: A  Snoek, A  Commins, P Dollman,
N  Louw, A  Horne, A  Cronjé, O  de Klerk, D  Scott, A  Katzeff, G  Shepherd, B Horn

Front row: K Arendse, M Forbes, R W illiam s (Captain) Mrs R Scott, M Parker, L Jacobs, N  Mamputa

CROSS CO UNTRY

Robyn Williams, Captain

Herschel has enjoyed a most successful 

cross country season with many victories.

The girls ran weekly league races on varied 

and testing courses and after every race a 

sense o f accomplishment was felt by all. 

It would be terrific to see participation in 

these races increase next year. For the less 

competitive runners there were weekly 

training runs around Claremont.

At the PGSGU Inter-schools the Herschel 

team again displayed their dominance in 

cross country, with their tenth consecutive 

win. Herschel’s name is the only one on the 

trophy despite Springfield’s best efforts to 

de-throne us.

Two girls went through to the Western 

Province Schools trials: Robyn Williams 

made the Western Province Schools’ team, 

and Dominique Scott the clubs’ team.

HERSCHEL GOLF DAY 

SPO NSORED  BY BERRY & 

D O N ALD SO N

Andrew Scott

On Friday 19th October, the Royal Cape 

G olf Club hosted the traditional Herschel 

G o lf Day. The course was in excellent 

condition and we were again fortunate to 

be blessed with ideal golfing weather.

Once again, on offer were some magnifi­

cent prizes, kindly donated by parents and 

friends o f the school. Without doubt, this 

makes the Herschel G olf Day very special, 

as is emphasised by the fact that the day

From le ft  M r Andrew Scott, Mrs A D  van Zyl 
and Mr Rob Berry

were fully subscribed after only two days 

o f being advertised! No fewer than 51 two- 

balls received prizes this year!

I would especially like to thank Gerry 

Corder who co-ordinated this aspect o f the 

day. She manages to find new prizes every 

year and works tirelessly to ensure that the 

Herschel Day is so successful. Together 

with Anne Goddard, they managed to 

surpass last year and ensure that the 

participants had some super prizes to show 

off to their families for their "impressive” 

golfing achievements. Their contribution 

is inestimable!

We were also very privileged to receive 

many hole sponsorships and this was 

largely due to the tireless work o f June 

Flanagan and Nikki Thompson, two o f 

our committee members. These sponsors 

play a significant role in boosting the final 

amount that we are able to achieve, so we 

are extremely grateful to both o f them.

The final member o f our committee is a 

past parent, Jane Shonfeld. Besides assisting 

with the prizes, her effort and charm at the 

starter table, together with Nikki, ensured

that everyone took at least one raffle sheet. 

This is preferable to the mulligans that slow 

up the day. These raffles also help to boost 

the takings for the day considerably.

Our main sponsor this year was Berry &  

Donaldson and I would like to extend our 

sincere thanks to Rob Berry for his support 

and tremendous generosity in this regard. 

His significant sponsorship enabled us to 

reach a substantial profit o f  R73 000! It was 

an absolute pleasure to work with his very 

professional team and the fact that Kirsten 

Locke, his Marketing and Sales Manager, 

is an Old Herschelian Headgirl made it all 

the more special.

I would also like to thank the Herschel 

prefects for assisting on the day. Their 

presence and efficiency at the starter table 

was most refreshing and welcome.

Herschel Girls School is proud o f the fact 

that this is much more than just a golf day 

fundraiser. We really appreciate the support 

and energy that all the participants bring 

with them. Their enthusiasm make it all 

worthwhile. I look forward to seeing you 

all again next year. Happy Golfing!
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FOREWORD: Mrs Heidmann

I
magine finding a plain brown box 

filled with pieces o f a jigsaw puzzle. 

As you sort through coundess pieces, 

you find yourself wondering what picture 

will appear when they are all connected. 

Yet one by one, while fitting each jagged 

fragment, an image begins to form. Not 

until every piece is finally in place will the 

full picture emerge.

As I embarked on my journey with 

Herschel this year, I had no inkling o f the 

wonderful picture that was to emerge as 

the year drew to a close. The experiences 

that I have encountered along the way and 

the mysteries that have been revealed bare 

testimony to the immensely special school 

that Herschel is.

The common goal for the year began with 

the selection o f “heart and soul” as the 

underlying theme. Our aim was to love 

and share love as we grew through the 

experiences during the year.

I believe that innovation is vital to the 

sustained success o f any institution. This 

year we have introduced many new and 

exciting ventures.

We embarked on an exciting new 

programme this year entitled Bounce 

Back! This programme builds student and 

teacher resilience through a detailed lesson 

programme starting in Grade R  and ending 

in Grade 7. Pupils are engaged in activities 

which address curriculum outcomes across 

all key learning areas, learning the life skills 

o f resilience. These include the core values 

which underpin Herschel’s value system, 

the capacity to bounce back after hard 

times, courage, optimism, understanding 

and dealing with positive and negative 

emotions, relationship skills, humour, 

dealing with bullying, setting and achieving 

goals, problem solving and resourcefulness. 

The programme has already had an impact 

on the girls and parents this year and I know 

that it will continue to develop as time 

passes, enabling our girls to be successful 

and face life’s challenges with confidence 

and resilience.

The Grade Seven Soirée took the form of 

an evening T V  broadcast. Every girl was

Mrs Heidmann -  Head of Preparatory

“The credit belongs to those who ... 

spend themselves in a worthy cause; 

who, a t the best, know the triumph 

o f  high achievement and who, 

a t the worst, i f  they fa il, fa il while 

daring greatly so that their place shall 

never be w ith those cold and tim id  souls 

who know neither victory nor defeat. ”  

President Theodore Roosevelt

involved in some way with the performance 

f  from being on stage, to manning the 

sound desk, to filming the evening. The 

selection o f items really did showcase the 

amazing talents o f  our girls.

The Public Speaking Competition, 

Can Challenge, Breakfast Clubs and 

the insertion o f a weekly Book Review 

and message from Anne Cawood, our 

counsellor, in the newsletter, are a few 

other exciting firsts this year.

I have been amazed by the “heart and 

soul” displayed by our girls throughout the 

year. Their commitment to success, moral 

courage, high morale and the fact that they 

have so many hopes and dreams to share, 

reminds me often what a positive world 

we live in and what a privilege it is to be 

involved in their education.

The dynamic and innovative academic staff 

have delivered their teaching in a flexible 

and creative manner, utilising various 

learning styles and forms o f technology 

to enable them to deliver a product that 

is excellent. The combination o f superb

skills training, technology and equipment 

has meant that each girl has been provided 

with a learning experience that has enabled 

her to realize all o f  her potential.

I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank the staff for their integrity, 

commitment, passion and selfless striving 

to give o f their best to enable your daughters 

to succeed. Mrs Summer, Mrs Martin 

and Mrs Bailey have led their respective 

phases with dedication and aplomb. Mrs 

Champions ability to empower the staff, 

inspire them to look for new opportunities 

and her contribution to every aspect o f 

school life is really remarkable. Her support 

and encouragement as I took up my new 

position as Head have been enormously 

appreciated.

Through the extensive Community Out­

reach Programme, we have endeavoured 

to inculcate a social conscience in the girls 

and to give them the opportunity to make 

a meaningful and sustainable difference in 

the lives o f  others.

I would like to thank the parents for their 

support and interest in all areas o f school 

life. Their commitment and the support 

while participating in so many committees 

and giving so generously o f their time and 

expertise, has been truly phenomenal.

My thanks are extended to Mrs Reid and 

the Herschel Council for their continued 

support and encouragement.

I would like to take this opportunity to 

wish Mrs van Zyl well as she retires. She 

leaves a legacy o f excellence. Her support, 

motivation and inspiration will be sorely 

missed at the Preparatory School. We 

have thoroughly enjoyed her wisdom and 

exceptional leadership. She has attended so 

many o f our functions and special events 

and I know that in 2008 we will feel her 

absence and think o f her often. The land 

bridge that she initiated between the two 

schools is a symbol o f the unity that she 

has created and reflects the true heart and 

soul o f Herschel. We wish her success and 

happiness as she embarks on a new and 

exciting phase o f her life.

I thank you all for a wonderful year.
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S T A F F

Back row, from left: Mrs LVerster, Mrs A  Cawood, Mrs A  Swan, Ms M Smit, Mrs L Howard-Tripp, Mrs A  van Niekerk, 

Mrs K Luyt, Mrs D  Cownley, Ms J W ard, Mrs S Centurier-Harris, Mrs L Maclear.

Third row, from left: Ms A  Simpson, Mr B Johnson, Ms K Kula, Mrs Y  Davis, Ms L Cowie, Mrs A  Lewis, Mrs M Martin,

Mrs E Odendal, M sT Mazibuko, Ms KVandayar, Mrs C  Levitt

Second row, from le ft Ms P Vundla, Mrs R Strauss, Ms T  Dicey, Ms C  Sawyer, Ms P Beeton, Mrs A  Baikoff, Mrs J Goldschmidt, 

Mrs S Schuurmans, Mrs L Collins, Mrs J Nel, M sT Dreyer, Ms E Webster, Mrs N  Gerhardi, Mrs C Blencowe

Front row, from le ft Mrs L Boyd, Mrs A  Macé, Mrs L Martin, Mrs A  Champion, Mrs B Heidmann (Head of Preparatory), 

Mrs C  Summer, Mrs M Bonellie, Mrs S Bossr, Mrs M Sleigh.

Absent: Mrs H Bailey, Mrs M Soole

H E A D  O F  P R E P A R A T O R Y  

Mrs B Heidmann, HDE(CTCE)

D E P U T Y  H E A D  O F  P R E P A R A T O R Y  

Mrs A Champion, HPTC (Academic)(GTC)

S E N IO R  P R E P A R A T O R Y  STAFF 

Mrs A Baikoff, BPrimEd (UCT), B Ed (UNISA)

Ms P Beeton, BA (Natal), B Ed (UCT), DSE,

H Dip Bibl (UNISA)

Mrs M Bonellie, NTSD (Natal)fPhys Ed)

Mrs L Boyd, BMus (Ed) UCT, UTLM (UNISA)

Mrs S Centurier-Harris, B Ed (CTCE)

Ms L Cowie, HDE (ECE), Dip. Ed Management (RAU) 

Mrs Y Davis

Mrs N Domingo-Salie, LPTC, DE, BA Hons,

M Ed (UWC)

Mrs L Hampton, PTD, PTD (Art)

Mrs L Howard-Tripp, BA STD (UCT)

Mrs A Lewis, BPrimEd (UCT)

Mrs K Luyt, PTD (Senior PrimaryKCTCE),

PTD (Junior PrimaryKPCFE)

Mrs L Martin, TTHD(JCE)

Mrs M Smit, B Home Ec (Ed) HDE (Stell)

Mrs M Soole, BSc (UCT), Hons (Wits)

Mrs R Strauss, HDE (Natal)

Mrs A van Niekerk, BA Ed (RAU)

Mrs LVerster, DE (Senior PrimaryKCTCE), FDE 

Remedial Education (UNISA)

Ms P Vundla, DipEd (Cape Town College), HDE (CTCE) 

Ms J Ward, BMus, (Piano), LRSM (Clarinet), HDE (UCT)

H E A D  O F  J U N IO R  P R E P AR A TO R Y  

Mrs HJ Bailey, HDE (Paarl)

J U N IO R  P R E P AR A TO R Y  STAFF 

Mrs D Cownley, HDE (Art), PTDIII (Jun)

Mrs J R Nel, DE (UPE), Dip Sp Ed (Remedial)(UNISA) 

Mrs A Macé, TTD (Jun Prim)(JCE)

Mrs L Maclear, CE (University of Rhodesia)

Ms E Webster, HDE, PTDIII (GTC)

Ms N van den Berg, BPrimEd(UNISA)

H E A D  O F  P R E-PR EPAR ATO R Y 

Mrs C Summer, NTD (Pre-Prim)(Barkly House)

PR E -P R EP A R A TO R Y  STAFF

Mrs C Blencowe, HDE (Pre-Prim)(Barkly House),

DipSpEd (Remedial)(UNISA)

Mrs S Bossr, Assistant Teacher Grade R

Mrs L Collins, HDE Pre-Primary (Barkly House)

MsT Dicey, BA Hons (UCT), HDE Pre-Primary (CTCE) 

Ms K Kula, Prime Care Certificate 

Mrs N Martin, HDE (Pre-Primary)

Ms M Martin, Prime Care Certificate

MsT Mazibuko, National Dip Ed, DE III,

HDE (Pre-Primary)

Mrs E Odendal, BA (UWC), HDE Junior Primary 

Mrs A Robinson, NTD (Pre-Primary Ed), BA (UNISA) 

Mrs A Swan, HDE (Edgewood Training College, Natal)

S U P P O R T  STAFF

Mrs A Cawood, BA (SW) Honours

Mrs S Schuurmans, BA (Wits) SEC, MSc Ed 

(California State University)

Ms A Simpson, B Ed (Stell), ACE (UNISA)

A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  STAFF 

Mrs J Goldschmidt, Media Studies Assistant 

Mr B Johnson, ICT Network Technician 

Mrs C Levitt, Pre-Preparatory Secretary

Ms C Sawyer, Admissions Secretary/P.A. to the 

Head of Preparatory

Mrs M Sleigh, Receptionist/Secretary
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MUSIC

MUSIC

M rs L Boyd

S
ounds ofsilence? Definitely not! When 

approaching the Music Centre one is 

assailed by a cacophony o f sounds: 

pianos, violins, drums, singing, recorders, 

clarinets, keyboards, saxophones, cellos and 

flutes, to name but some o f the wide range 

o f instruments which the girls can learn to 

play at the Preparatory School.

We have had a number o f changes to the 

staff o f the Music Department this year. 

We welcomed Bronwen Leith, our choir 

trainer, and also three guitar teachers: 

Nathan Giloi, Liz Irish and Jamie Cloete. 

Stephanie Oosthuysen also joined our 

piano teaching staff. We would like to 

congratulate Tracy Whittle on the birth 

o f her beautiful baby daughter and thank 

Megan Ellis-Smith for her help while Mrs 

Whitde was on leave. Natalie Lawrenson 

also joined us at the beginning o f the third 

term, teaching french horn.

Once again our pupils were given many 

opportunities to perform. These included 

a Musical Soirée hosted by Herschel and 

involving Western Province Preparatory 

School. We participated in an Orchestra 

Evening hosted by Rustenburg Girls’ 

Junior School, and held our annual Music 

Evening. Our popular Music Workshops 

afford every pupil who learns music at 

school the opportunity to share her talents 

with fellow pupils and parents. The Music 

Department was also involved in events 

such as our Founders’ Day celebrations, 

Easter and Christmas Services and our 

Foundation Phase play, ‘The Selfish 

Giant’.

Girls are encouraged to participate in 

ensembles. Extra-murals offered are 

Recorder Ensemble, Marimba Band, 

Orchestra, Choir and our newly formed 

Cello Quartet. Special mention must be 

made o f our Marimba Bands’ excellent 

results achieved at this year’s Cape Town 

Eisteddfod, and also their performance at 

the Pre-Preparatory Conference and at the 

Baba Indaba which took place at the Cape 

Town International Convention Centre.

Many girls were entered in the Cape 

Town and Kaapse Afrikaanse Eistedfodds, 

as well as Royal Schools o f Music and 

Trinity Guildhall Examinations, achieving 

excellent results.

We are also very proud o f our newly 

acquired, beautiful, upright Kawai piano 

which is housed in the Music Auditorium 

and would like to thank all involved in

making the purchase possible.

Herschel is privileged to have a most 

dedicated and skilled music staff We 

continue to strive for excellence and to 

expose our pupils to diverse areas o f  music­

making.

We are very proud o f our young musicians 

and are most grateful to all the parents for 

their continued support.
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MUSIC

Absent Mrs B Leith Back row, from left:) Alleson, P Marubelela, S Rule, L Oelz, O  Clegg,T Matthys

Middle row, from left: C  Pinheiro, S Foflonker, E-H lm ,A van Zyl.A  Samuelson, L Paterson, L Kareithi 

Front row, from le ft G  Wesson, C  das Neves, P Meadows,A Meyer, E Heidmann, K Macfarlane, C  Pinheiro, Mrs L Boyd

ORCHESTRA

Back row, from left: S Foflonker, B Csuthy, C  Craven,J Bidoli, J Bobbert, O  Clegg, D Hugo.O W im berley 

Middle row, from left: Ms J W ard (Conductor), M Russell, P Meadows, R W hite, C  Pinheiro, L Barnard, M Rothman,T Chittenden, A  Meyer, N  Simpson, A  Pycroft 

Front row, from left: D Comitis, C das Neves, S Rule, C  Heerden.T Schabort,A-B van der Ross, A  W elch, J Brand, S Hayward
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MUSICAL SOIREE

MUSICAL SOIRÉE W IT H  W PPS

Julie Ward

H
erschel and Western Province Preparatory Schools’ Music Departments 

hosted a combined Musical Soiree for the first time in June this year. After 

much hard work, a most entertaining evening was enjoyed by all!

The choirs o f the combined schools opened the Soirée with “Circle o f Life”, the well 

known theme from The Lion King, conducted by Marianne McLean. The full and 

varied programme included many contributions from both schools. WPPS amazed us 

with their variety o f orchestral and ensemble groups: a String Orchestra, Wind Band, 

Grade 7 Ensemble and Percussion Ensemble. The latter was conducted by Mr Phillip 

Pringle, Head o f Music at WPPS. His youthful enthusiasm must surely be an inspiration 
to the boys at that school!

Herschel’s contributions included our Orchestra, a String Quartet and Ensemble, Flute 

Quartet, Recorder Ensemble, Vocal Ensemble and Guitar and Cello duet. Two solo 

items added variety to the many groups: Eun-Hye Im performed a beautiful piano solo 

and Jessie Brand stunned us with her exceptionally brilliant violin playing!

Both orchestras combined to perform the well loved “When the Saints” and the Soiree 

ended with the energizing sounds o f the combined marimba bands.

It was a wonderful, inspirational evening for us all. Thank you to the WPPS music staff 

for all their hard work. We look forward to repeating this event in future.



TECH N O LO G Y

Margot Sm it

T
his year, for the first time, we had 

a Grade 5 Moms and Daughters 
Craft evening. Each daughter 

taught her Mom some card making 

techniques, and thereafter it was up to each 

person to enjoy the fun o f doing something 

creative whilst sipping hot chocolate! 

What a lovely evening it was, with each 

and every person making truly unique and 

beautiful cards!

The Dads and Daughters Technology 

evening remains a highlight on the Grade 6 

calendar. This year, the brief was to design 

and make a double-story dolls’ house out 

o f boxes, and to include a pitched roof, 

staircase and three pieces o f furniture. 

The structure also needed to have lights 

operated by home-made switches. The 

brief to metamorphose the stacked boxes 

into dolls’ houses resulted in looks o f 

disbelief. However, within 90 minutes they 

had succeeded! Our sincere thanks go to 

our two judges, Mrs Cecile Turley and Mr 

Andre Goosen. Without their hard work 

on the night, this evening would simply not 

be possible. After the event, all the dolls’ 

houses were donated to an orphanage, 

where it is hoped that they have brought a 

great deal o f pleasure.

During 2007, by far the most challenging 

project was the theatres made by the Grade 

6’s. They were required to build a stage 

and solder a mechanism which would open 

and close the stage curtains. A number 

o f problems were experienced during the 

manufacturing stage, the biggest was that 

o f safe storage! The express purpose of 

the renovations to the Technology 

classroom is to create lock-away storage for 

project work.

Technology, in the lovely light and sunny 

classroom, continues to be a great favourite 

for the girls. It is here that they learn to 

apply, in a practical way, many of the 

Science and Mathematics skills which 

they learn in the classroom. Here too, 

brainstorming and problem solving are the 

order o f the day. May the subject continue 

to thrive at Herschel.



RESOURCE CENTRE

INFORMATION TECH N O LO G Y

IC T  Co-ordinator: M rs M  Soole

T
he most significant advance in 

information technology teaching 

this year has been the start o f the 

roll out o f Interactive white boards and 

data projectors into the classrooms. Staff 

are excited about the multitude o f different 

ways that this equipment can enhance 

the teaching process. In addition, all the 

computers in the computer classroom and 

project room have been upgraded.

I would like to extend a very grateful thank 

you to Mrs Gerhardi for co-ordinating the 

Prep IT department during my long leave 

o f absence in the third term.

Acton Kaye, author of the Goose books, 

visited with his goose who decided to have 

a quick dip in the pond!

LIBRARY

Librarian: M s P  Beeton

O
ur Readathon which is, without 

doubt, the highlight o f the year 

in the Library, was launched at 

assembly when Mr Phineas Fogg — alias 

Ms Beeton -  arrived to introduce the 

theme ‘Around the World with Books’ 

-  inspired by the story ‘Around the World 

in 80 Days’. Then came the event everyone 

was looking forward to ... the staff play 

‘Giraffes can’t Dance’. The staff, dressed as 

animals, danced their way onto the stage 

-  to the tango, the waltz, rock n roll and

Grade 7 girls read to younger children 

in the garden
Many girls entered into the spirit of 

Dress-Up Day by dressing up in costumes 

depicting fictional characters. W ell done to 

everyone for using their imaginations!
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RESOURCE CENTRE

The cast from ‘Giraffes can’t  Dance’

Miss Dicey reading to the Bouncing Bunnies with the Taj Mahal display in the background

W e invited a number of authors to come and address the girls: here Lauren Singer, 

author o f‘Fred at your Service, Ma’am’, spoke to the Grade 5 girls about her book and 

how she has adapted to life as a disabled person

different countries and a magnificent hot air balloon!

O ur Quiz Master, Mrs Champion, 

with the Grade 6 winning team from 

the Interhouse Literature Quiz

AN Corbett, author of the ‘Monty’ books, 

with the Grade 3 girls who enjoyed a puppet 

workshop in the library auditorium

W e decorated corners of the library to fit in 

with our theme and here girls sit at a pavement 

café outside the Leaning Tower of Pisa
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ECO-SCHOOL AND ECO-KIDS

The Eco-Footprint survey 

sent out in Ju n e reminded fam ilies 

o f  our personal im pact on the 

environment an d  the need to reduce 

our ecological footprints.

Together with W estern Province Preparatory 

School, we held an A rbor Day ceremony 

in the Arderne Gardens where we celebrated 

the importance of trees. W e presented indigenous 

trees to two Gugulethu schools and were also 

able to give a donation to The Friends of 

the Arderne Gardens

For W orld  W ater Day, the girls collected bottled 

water for the Peninsula School Feeding Association 

for communities with no clean running water

The Eco-Kids this year, led by Natasha Krumbock, 

Daniella Munro and O livia W im berley, organised 

a successful cake sale to raise funds to  start a 

container herb garden — an ongoing project 

which we hope will grow

In March Herschel received the Eco-Schools Green Flag at the W estern Cape Eco-Schools 

flag presentation ceremony for the third consecutive year.

T
he Eco-Kids Club has met each 

week to discuss issues such as 

eating endangered fish species, 

energy saving measures, waste landfills, 

recycling and leopard toad conservation.

A highlight was the walk undertaken to 

Arderne Gardens to visit the Wedding Tree 

which had just been declared one o f the 

two biggest trees in Africa.

Alm ost 10 000 cans were collected for Oasis Recycling during 

the Big Can Recycling Challenge held in the first term.

During Birding W eek, Heather Howell of 

the Cape Bird Club, gave presentations on 

the African penguin and Herschel collected 

enough money to  buy five penguin houses 

for penguins on Dyer Island.

During the year, many environmental days were 

highlighted: on W orld  Wetlands Day, conservation 

officers from Rondevlei Nature Reserve talked 

to the younger girls and the Eco-Kids Club about 

the importance of conserving wetlands bringing 

many live specimens with them
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LIVING MATHS

LIVING MATHS

Steve Sherman

L
iving Maths is a mathematically 

based enrichment programme 

that allows learners to extend and 

enrich themselves. The programme is a 

journey o f discovery and revelation where 

numbers come alive and the learners make 

the discoveries. We help the pupils to see 

the relevance o f numbers in everyday life, 

while teaching them problem solving and 

creative thinking skills.

Todays woman needs to be independent 

and analytical; she needs to be assertive 

and confident; she must have strong

communication skills and problem solving 

abilities; she must be able to think outside 

o f the box!

A popular module this year has been 

looking at ‘The Real Hustle’ — how people 

are easily conned through proposition 

bets and other sneaky tricks. The girls 

learnt how to identify such activities and 

empower themselves so as not to be victims. 

The Interschools Survivor Challenge puts 

these skills to the test and the winning class 

enjoys eating as much pizza as they can 

consume!

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

GENERAL K N O W LED G E

M rs A  Champion

T
his year, as a result o f Grade 

7 sporting commitments, the 

General Knowledge group has 

comprised mainly Grade 6 girls with 

just a couple o f Grade 7s to add their 

experience. The girls’ enthusiasm and 

resilience has been tested every bit as 

much as their General Knowledge as they 

competed against Grade 7 teams from 40 

other schools in the Interschools Quiz. 

They have worked hard in this vast and 

demanding area o f expertise and have made 

excellent progress. Although the Herschel 

Preparatory team has not reached the final 

round this year, I am confident that, next 

year, they will go from strength to strength 

under the guidance o f Mrs Linda Martin.

GENERAL K N O W LE D G E

Back row, from le ft Mrs A  Champion, D Munro, S Rule, C Patel, Mrs L Martin 

Front row, from le ft O  Clegg, J Lowe.J Bidoli.T Norman, R Pandiani, O  W im berley
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INTERHOUSE SPORT

JAGGER

Captain: Samantha Robins 
Vice-Captain: Samley Currie

T
his year Jagger has once again 

been very enthusiastic and willing 

in all Interhouse events. We have 

excelled academically, winning the House 

points Trophy for three terms and are 

hoping to win it again in the fourth term.

The highlight o f the first term was the 

Interhouse Swimming Gala. We are very

proud o f all the Jagger swimmers and 

supporters -  they gave o f their best. Sadly, 

Merriman won the gala.

In the Interhouse Tennis competition, 

we came second. In the third term we 

played our Interhouse Hockey and Netball 

tournaments and our players played with 

such determination. We are very excited for 

Sports Day and aim to win the Spirit Cup! 

We also hope to do well in the Interhouse 

Cross-Country.

MERRIMAN

Captain: Alexis de Wet 

Vice-Captain: Tennessee Barber

W
e started the year off with a 

bang, by winning the Inter­

house Gala. All the preparation 

we put in was well worth it. The girls sang 

with all their hearts, I know that we all did! 

Teaching the songs, well... We had a slow 

start, but when it came to the Gala, we won 

the Trophy. So the fast, energetic swimmers 

made up for their singing! Sometimes we 

think the only reason why some of the girls 

came to our song practices was because

o f the little sweets and surprises we gave. 

These “techniques” we used definitely 

worked (learning from all the previous 

captains o f Merriman!). In the end we were 

victorious! Hockey, we found, was quite a 

shock when we came last, but seeing all the 

girls with pink faces, either from screaming 

loudly for their house or for playing a really 

hard hockey game, we know that each 

girl played an important role. Merriman 

is very good at bouncing back onto their 

feet and Interhouse Netball was incredible! 

Merriman was singing and cheering with 

such passion, there was a true desire for 

victory. Every girl played to the best o f her

ROLT

Captain: M ikayla M orkel-Brink 

Vice-Captain: M atilda Pickford-Moore

R
olt is the best house and we coulc 

never imagine it being so great. Rol 

has shown great spirit, enthusiasir 

and sportsmanship this year. We started of 

the year with the Interhouse Gala and w< 

were very proud o f the “Rolties” spirit. Wt 

came second and won the Spirit Trophy! Ir 

the first term we also won the Interhoust 

Tennis, and the house points at the end oi

the term. This was an excellent start to the 

beginning o f the year. Many o f the “Rolties”

have made significant contributions, both 

academically and in sport.

We won Interhouse Hockey and came 

second in the Interhouse Netball. We were 

really excited with these results and thank 

all the Rolt girls for their enthusiasm. We 

all enjoyed the day immensely. When it 

comes to supporting Rolt, we excel and 

show everyone what Rolt is all about.

We are very excited about the Interhouse 

Cross-Country and Sports Day -  these are 

being held in the fourth term.

As House Captains o f Rolt, we have had 

an absolutely unbelievable year and want

We thank Mrs Centurier-Harris (Head o f 

Jagger), and all Jagger teachers for all their 

help!

We are very proud o f the girls and their 

efforts, and wish the Jagger girls o f 2008 

and the House Captains good luck. We 

ask that they carry on and strive to achieve 

in every area o f school life and uphold the 

great Jagger traditions.

We hope that they make us, like always, 

extremely proud. G O  JAGGER!

ability and really tried hard. We shone very 

brightly on the court, and to our surprise 

we ended up winning! It was a great feeling 

knowing all the energy the girls put in was 

put to good use. It was an amazing day 

through and through. We couldn’t have 

had a better bunch o f girls. They showed 

so much spirit!

We are looking forward to the Interhouse 

Cross-Country and Sports Day in the 

fourth term. Getting the chance to be 

House Captains was really rewarding! The 

memories we have will stay with us forever. 

We are so very proud o f Merriman and all 

their magnificent achievements!

to thank the Rolt girls for their spirit and 

enthusiasm, and for making our year so 

worthwhile. Good luck for 2008!
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SA A N D  W ESTERN PROVINCE REPRESENTATIVES

Bock row, from le ft  Mrs Bonellie (H O D  Sport), C  Patel (W P  Chess), C  Heerden (W PTennis, W ynberg Zone A  Hockey), C  Murray (Nippers)

C Bradley (W ynberg Zone B Hockey), M Morkel-Brink (W PTennis),T  Barber (W P  U I4  Squash), N  Scott (W P  Cross-Country, Duathlon,Triathlon)

Front row, from le ft S McGregor (W P  Gymnastics), C  Diemont (W P  Gymnastics), C  Golding (W P  Diving)

J van Heerden (W P  Swimming), M Russell (W P  U l I Squash),J Arendse-Gorvalla (W P  Swimming), R Ritchie-Roux (W P  Diving), 

K Macfarlane (W P  Gymnastics), E-C Im (W P  Gymnastics), C  Kuhn (W P  Ice Skating)

H O U SE CAPTA IN S 

Top row, from le ft

S Robins (Jagger Captain), S Currie 

dagger Vice-Captain), Mrs Bonellie 

(H O D  Sport)

Front row, from le ft

M Pickford-Moore (RoltVice-Captain), 

M Morkel-Brink (Ro lt Captain), A  de 

W e t (Merriman Captain),T Barber 

(Merriman Vice-Captain)
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NETBALL REPORT
Captain: Nicola Andreas 

Vice-Captain: Olivia Grover

W
ell done to all the netball 

players who have all shown 

such determination and 

enthusiasm this season. All of the 

netball girls have improved and all have 

performed outstandingly this season. In 

the third term, the girls participated in the 

Interhouse Netball matches, Merriman 

coming 1st, Rolt 2nd and Jagger 3rd. All 

the girls showed incredible team spirit and 

all played a good game of netball.

O ur open U13A team, joint winners of 

the Wynberg Zone League, played two

matches at Wynberg Girls’ School on 

Wednesday 29th August and won the first 

match against Paul Greyling. They were 

unlucky and lost against Groote Schuur 

who went through to the final round in 

Bellville. Although we were beaten, our 

team played a superb game and we would 

like to congratulate every player.

Thanks to our coaches — Mrs Centurier- 

Harris (U10), Ms Smit (U ll) , Ms Davies 

(U12) and Mrs Lewis (U13) — for a 

wonderful season. A special thanks to Mrs 

Bonellie for organizing all these events 

and putting so much effort into all that 

she does. We would also like to thank the 

Social Netball and Grade 3 coaches, and all

the girls who have played netball.

We have all improved in one way or another 

and we would like to thank everyone for 

giving up your afternoons for netball, we 

really do appreciate it.

The PGSGU. Interschool Tournament 

held at Rustenberg Girls’ High was a 

great highlight for the girls. All the players 

performed as best as they possibly could. 

Well done to the under 13 team on winning 

the U13 PGSGU. Trophy.

We are sad that the netball season has come 

to an end, but congratulate the girls and we 

hope that you have enjoyed it as much as 

we have. All the best for next year!

U IO  IN TE R S C H O O L NETBALL TEAM U l I IN TER SC H O O L NETBALL TEAM

Back row, from le ft  Mrs S Centurier-Harris (Coach), L Barnard, 

J W orsley, N Lancefield, L Macdonald

Front row, from le ft E Morley, D Comitis, L Nixon, G Grobler

U I2  IN TE R S C H O O L NETBALL TEAM

Back row, from le ft AVayanos, S Behrens 

Second row, from le ft  Ms K Davies (Coach), J Gleeson, S Rule,A Stelzner 

Front row, from le ft A  Makin, N  Scott, L W oker.J van Heerden

Back row, from le ft  V  Nel, E Perrott

Second row, from le ft L Karethi, D Burger, C  Hermans, Ms M Smit (Coach) 

Front row, from le ft A  Psillos.A Meyer, K  Pettit, E Bonadei

OPEN IN TER SC H O O L NETBALL TEAM

Back row, from le ft L du Plessis, G van der Ploeg, I Macdonald, C Bradley

Front row, from le ft O  Grover (Vice-Captain), M Morkel-Brink,

N Andreas (Captain), S Currie, Mrs A  Lewis (Coach)
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TENNIS REPORT

Captain: Chloë Heerden 

Vice-Captain: M ikayla M orkel-Brink

T
his year has been a truly great 

season o f tennis with so many new 

players joining the tennis team.

Every one o f our players has gone out o f 

their way to improve and give o f their best, 

while enjoying themselves as well. The 

players have shown true sportsmanship 

while playing their matches against other 

schools and this has been noticed by all.

O ur results at the Interschool Tennis 

tour-nament were very exciting. The 

U13 couple, Chloë Heerden and Mikayla 

Morkel-Brink, did extremely well. They 

came first by an amazing 44—3 games.

The U12 couple, Natasha Scott and 

Meredith Rothman, played steadily. Well 

done to Natasha who was very supportive 

of Meredith who is in Grade 4 (U10) and 

played in our U12 Team!

EQUESTRIAN
Captain: Victoria Bosomworth 

Vice-Captain: Cassidy Clarke

O
f l  ur year as Equestrian Captains 

I  has been fulfilling and 

I  inspirational, full o f memorable 

experiences with our ponies. We are glad 

to say that all o f our members last year are 

still with us, and our team has expanded 

greatly, with many more people joining us 

in Equestrian activities. Unfortunately at 

the beginning o f this year, we had a huge 

setback due to the African Horse Sickness 

outbreak. Many shows were cancelled 

over a period o f about 2-3 months, but 

we’ve had many great shows. O ur most 

important show was the South African 

Pony Riders’ Championships, held at the 

Kyalami Equestrian Park in Gauteng. Only 

3 riders and their ponies: Claudia Gees on 

Lane Sugar Boy, Kate Pettit on Akhona’s 

Angus, Tori Bosomworth on Lane Spice, 

attended this prestigious show.

Many o f the riders and their ponies have 

excelled in different disciplines, such

The Herschel A team players have won all 

their matches against other schools in their 

league this year and congratulations are 

due to Natasha Scott and Georgia Grobler 

on being selected to attend the Western 

Province Trials. Well done to Meredith 

Rothman who played in a number of

Western Province Invitation teams.

We are proud o f Chloë Heerden and 

Mikayla Morkel-Brink on achieving their 

tennis colours.

As Tennis Captains we have had an 

astounding year o f tennis!

IN TE R S C H O O L TE N N IS  TEAM

From le ft  C  Heerden (Captain), N  Scott, M Rothman, S Currie,

M Morkel-Brink (Vice-Captain), with Mrs M Bonellie (H O D  Sport)

EQUESTRIAN

Back row, from le ft  K  Gees, C  Bosomworth, G van Wyngaarden, C  Gees, K Miszewski, L Hodgson 

Front row, from le ft  S Hayward, C  Clarke (Vice-Captain),V Bosomworth (Captain), J  Litkie, K  Pettit

as Show Jumping, Eventing, Dressage, 

Equitation and Showing.

We welcome back Cassidy Clarke, our 

Vice-Captain, after being kicked in the 

stomach by a horse; because o f this she had

to spend 2 weeks in Intensive Care and 3 

months off riding. We hope she will enjoy 

her new pony, Tatooine Legacy. We wish 

the Equestrian team and their ponies a 

wonderful and happy 2008!
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SW IM M ING REPORT

Captain: Georgina van der Ploeg 

Vice -Captain: Imogen Macdonald

T
his swimming season has been 

a productive one, with the 

swimming team working hard.' 

Many swimmers showed their dedication 

by attending early swimming training 

sessions. The team participated in both 

fun galas and serious galas, leading up to 

the Interschool Gala, where all the hard 

work was rewarded. The Interhouse Gala 

gave our team swimmers an indication of 

how fit they were, or not! Just before the 

big PGSGU. Gala, the Western Province 

trials were held at Newlands. Jennifer van 

Heerden and Joy Arendse-Gorvalla made 

Herschel proud when they were chosen to 

represent the Western Cape for receiving 

the most points in their age group. The final 

placing o f the eight participating schools 

was read and Herschel came second. We 

were very pleased with our position, but 

realised how close we were to winning. 

We could not have achieved this without 

the encouragement and help o f Mrs Young 

and Mrs Bonellie. Their help was very 

much appreciated!

IN TER SC H O O L S W IM M IN G  TEAM

Back row, from left: N Scott, L W oker.T Barber, O  Grover, C  Bradley, H Allderman.V Nel

Fourth row, from left: Mrs C  Young (Coach), J van Heerden, J Arendse-Gorvalla, G Elliott, R Pandiani, 

A  van Zyl, L Nixon, G Buchanan, L Biebuyck

Third row, from left: E ɓonadei, J Brand, N  Haller, R Ritchie-Roux, C  Goliath

Second row, from le ft N du Plessis, C  Diemont, A  Midgley, S Henderson, E Morley, G  Mitchell,

C  Biebuyck, C W alters

Front row, from le ft G van der Ploeg (Captain), I Macdonald (Vice-Captain)

Absent P Allen, L Macdonald, C  Kuhn

SQUASH REPORT
Captain: Tennessee Barber 

Vice-Captain: Natasha Krumbock

T
here is no better way to start off 

the squash report than by saying 

that this has been a fantastic 

season. We played many matches during 

the season; we won and lost matches, but 

whatever the results, we kept our chins 

up. The team, Tennessee Barber, Natasha 

Krumbock, Megan Russell and Lisa 

Hodgson (helping us out), were inspired 

with lots of enthusiasm, effort and skill.

Lisa kept up happy thoughts; Megan was 

determined to beat Bishops; Natasha was 

positive all the way; Tennessee encouraged 

the team 24/7 by keeping a smile on her 

face.

We would like to congratulate Megan 

Russell and Tennessee Barber on being 

selected for the U l l  and U l4  Western

Province Teams respectively.

O n behalf o f the whole team, we would 

like to express our thanks to all the 

coaches. To Mrs Maclear, thank you for 

making sacrifices just to watch and help 

us in our games. Special thanks must go 

to Mrs Russell who gave of her time to lift

SQUASH TEAM

From le ft

M Russell, N Krumbock 

(Vice-Captain),

Mrs L Maclear 

(Manageress),

T  Barber (Captain),

L Hodgson

us to our matches and managing us in Mrs 

Maclear’s absence due to staff workshops.

We really appreciate all their help!

We hope you will keep squash going in the 

future and that you will have an equally 

amazing team next year. Good luck to all 

of you.
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H O C K E Y
Captain: Samley Currie 

Vice-Captain: Laura de Wet

G
reat excitement was the fuse that 

set the first U13 game o f the 

season on fire. Playing against a 

Namibian side on astroturf at Bishops, had 

all the girls fired up for a sensational season. 

The girls’ determination was electric and 

they came off the astroturf feeling proud, 

full o f smiles, winning their first game of 

the season.

We would like to congratulate our U13

players who were chosen for Zonal teams, 

namely: Chloë Heerden representing the 

Wynberg A-team and Chloe Bradley the 

Wynberg B-team. Well done girls!

The season progressed smoothly, with the 

players displaying talent and passion for 

the game. During the season the U13 side 

played Durban Girls College. Well done to 

D G C on winning 2—1.

Interhouse Hockey took place at the 

beginning o f the third term. It was lovely to 

see the spirit and smiles from all the girls, 

irrespective of whether they were playing

or supporting. Everyone had a great time. 

Well done to Rolt House on winning the 

Hockey Trophy.

All the age groups played in at least two 

tournaments during the season. The U13 

team played in a tournament organised by 

WPPS at W PCC. The girls had plenty of 

fun playing in the mud and there were lots 

of laughs. By the end of the day, the girls 

looked as if they had played a rugby match. 

The U12 teams played in a day/night 8- 

a-side tournament, organised by Sporting 

Chance and Bishops Prep. This was held on

UIO INTERSCHOOL HOCKEY TEAM

r  l ^ y r y
l l M Ë vV*' 1

U l l  INTERSCHOOL HOCKEY TEAM

Back row, from le ft  E Heidmann, L Nixon, M Rothman, 

Mrs van Niekerk (coach)

Front row, from le ft  K  van der Merwe, C  W alters,

L Macdonald, G Grobler

UI2 INTERSCHOOL HOCKEY TEAM

Back row, from le ft  Ms J Lowen (coach), S Behrens, P Nugent, 

N  Gabler, S Rule, J Bobbert, Ms M Stewart (assistant coach)

Front row, from le ft  L Woker, O  Price, J Arendse-Gorvalla,

L Currie, H Kader.J van Heerden, N  Scott

Front: J Stassen

Back row, from le ft  D  Murray, P Marubelela, H Allderman, 

D  Hugo, Ms L Cow ie (coach)

Front row, from le ft  E Perrott, A  Anderson, M Russell, 

A  Esack, D  Burger, E Brooks

OPEN INTERSCHOOL HOCKEY TEAM

Back row, from le ft  Ms J Lowen (coach), C  Heerden, L du Plessis, 

I Macdonald, N  Andreas, J Kruger

Front row, from le ft  R Pandiani, S Dare, L de W e t (Vice-Captain), 

S Currie (Captain),T Barber, A  de W e t

Front: C  Bradley

132 THE HERSCHELIAN 2006



SPORT

the W PCC astroturf. The girls thoroughly 

enjoyed playing on the fast and unrelenting 

surface. The A team won the tournament 

and the B team were placed 4th overall. 

Eight schools participated.

At the end o f the season, all the age 

groups played in the PGSGU Interschool 

Tournament. The U10 girls were placed 

3rd overall. The U l l  side were full of 

team spirit and their confidence grew from 

match to match. The U12 side were happy 

with their results, coming in second place 

overall and remaining unbeaten throughout

the season. The U13 side played with 

“vuma” and perseverance and they were 

placed third overall.

We would like to thank Mrs van Niekerk, 

Mrs Verster, Ms Cowie, Ms Steward, Ms 

Lowen, Ms Beaumont and Mrs Bonellie 

for all their support and coaching. We 

would never have succeeded without their 

dedication. A special thanks to all parents 

for transporting the teams to matches and 

for their loyal support through rain, wind 

and sunshine. We had a brilliant fun filled 

season.

CROSS-COUNTRY
Captain: Aisha-Bibi van der Ross 

Vice-Captain: Catherine M uller

T
he PGSGU Cross-Country race 

was a challenging competition, 

with Herschel claiming a well 

deserved 2nd place. All the girls ran with 

enthusiasm and passion. The U12 and U9 

age groups claimed triumphant wins. The 

girls in pink and navy did us all very proud. 

Thanks to all the parents who supported 

the Herschel runners. It was a memorable 

day and enjoyed by all.

We were delighted when nine o f our

runners were invited to attend the Western 

Province Trials at Bellville High School. 

Natasha Scott did us proud by being placed 

in the top 20 at these trials and being 

selected for the Western Cape Team.

The weekly runs were often cancelled due 

to the miserable weather. The Monday 

practices were productive and kept the girls 

in tip top shape! This term was filled with 

enthusiastic and animated runners. We 

all look forward to the Interhouse Cross- 

Country, which should be a great success!!

Cross Country Camp at High-Noon was 

a wonderful experience. This camp is an

annual event organised by Bishops Prep. 

Herschel and Micklefield were invited to 

spend the week-end at High-Noon and 

to run a race against the local children. 

The weather was a bit cold and windy but 

the girls and boys made the most of it. 

The races were well run considering the 

temperature. It was a memorable and fun- 

filled camp.

Special thanks to all the teachers who put 

time and effort into the races and practices, 

especially Ms Dicey, who coached the 

juniors, Mrs Strauss, who coached the 

senior squad and Mrs Bonellie.

IN TE R S C H O O L CRO SS-CO UNTRY TEAM

Back row, from left: N Scott, L Woker, L Stratton, C  Murray,T Coles, P Marubelela,A van der Ross (Captain), C  Muller (Vice-Captain)

Second row, from left: M sT Dicey (Junior coach), N Haller, O  Price,A  Makin.A van Zyl, C  Bradley, D Murray, D Burger,J van Heerden,

R Ritchie-Roux, Mrs R Strauss (Senior coach)

Front row, from left: C  Diemont, E Brooks,T Hickman, E Morley, C  W alters, C Goliath, R Ndhluni,A Miszewski, G Grobler, S Henderson, A  Midgley, K  Pettit

Absent G Wesson
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GRADE 1 ART

Helene Schuhbauer Sarah Erasmus Sabriyyah Ebrahim Katharine Chaplin

Jenna W illcocks

Georgia Edwards Salma Ahmed

Sara Ruiters

Caroline Koch

Nina Hickman

Abigail Lorenz
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GRADE 2 ART

Anna Midgley Gemma Mitchell

Chloe Liddiard Nicola Alberts Jordan Elliot-Murray

Kirstin Els

Alexandra W ilson

Chiara Spokes

Achume Sidyiyo Sarah Odendal Zoe Crow Anne Sandilands Ellen De Leeuw
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GRADE 3 ART

Alexandra Evans Nicola du Plessis Catherine Amstrong Kristin Lowe

Gabriel la Topat

Kirsten Pettit

Elizabeth Atkinson

Clementine Golding Amelia Deary

Georgia Grobler

Christiana Batlis Lauren Biebuyck

Hannah Oelz
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GRADE 4 ART

Kimberley O rrey Kyra Scott

Eun ChongIm

Emma Blackburn

Sarah Brink

Kate van der Merwe

Alexandra Beaven

Olivia W arren

Amy Pycroft Maxine Fioroni

Amy Pycroft Beatrice Csuthy
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GRADE 5 ART

Alexa Psillos

Sarah-Jane Hodgson
Sarah Sperryn j essica Brand

Abigail Samuelson

Emma Oelz

Phila Marubelela Rhea Hsu

TinaW u

Lea Chisholm
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GRADE 6 ART
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GRADE 7 ART

Alexis de W e t Lara du Plessis

Jaclyn Kruger Laura de W et

Casey Lyttle Natasha Krumbock

Saskia Sevenster

Victoria Bosomworth

Samantha Robins
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GRADE 1
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GRADE 2

' W t ó  J o \
y o u  i » e 9 D . . .

ÍD Q m fe  

' f w o ?

PENTHO USE ...

is a kind of small house and a pore pirson lives in it. 

Gemma Lea

AUTOM OBILE ...

a type of phone that is very handy to use. 

Talita Hickman

a sullphone that is made in atim.

N ina Bonadei

a thing that rides on water.

Jordan Elliot-M urray

something that works aotumatide and moves. 

Achume Sidyiyo

is a so old thing nowone rebers it. 

Harira Baba

is a car but you have to move the handle. 

Kate Mason

it meens your own wendee house. 

Laurie Boulle

its were pepol keep there pants. 

Amy Pithey

a cover of a pen.

Courtney Ferreira

is a kind of small hous that a cat lives in. 

Meg Fisher

a house for a pig.

Megan Jones

it is a house of a pen. 

Alexandra Wilson JUB ILAN T ...

means to be a peace of fat yummy jelly. 

Sarah Odendal

is a very rich school.

Cayla van Coller

rely rely happy and exited.

Anna Sandilands-van A ardt

is a big planet 

Sophie Edwards

Emily W ilkinson

it means all animals go to sleep.

Anna Midgley

means a baterfly comeing out of its cacoon. 

Chiara Spokes

means that you need a lot of lectrice when 

your lights go out in the night. 

Yumna Dollie

something that you do evry day. 

India Tyers

do something agein and agein. 

Zahra Khan

is a car for a dog. 

Am elia Pepler

is when you coprate. 

Catherine D iem ont

minss that you hade a happy life.

Isabella M atthews
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MINIATURE...

means like a small creecha. 

Shahra Hendricks

atiniting is a ant and a bee.

Hannah Dennis

it means it is a smaller versin of 

the biger versin.

Nicola Pritchard

D ILIGENT ...

a gentleman that is very dili.

Isabella Cornwell

is when a pesone thinks with her brine in her hed. 

Amber Scott

means you must be intelegent.

Lisa Huber

you can doodl drawings.

Nicola Alberts

when you sked and you face your firs. 

Carla van der Burgh

when you alswauys want to know everything. 

Sarah Herderson

mens that you are very very diffrint. 

Sandra Nagel

it is a small baby. 

Courtney Kuhn

a silly gentelman. 

Isabella Kindersley

ECCENTRIC

it means that you are blanck and don't know 

what you are doing. 

Ammaarab Ebrahim

it is when a pasin is happy. 

Gemma M itchell

you don't now what 1+1 

Chloe Liddiard

is a reptile that lives in water. 

Annie Hsu

is like a man who is relly good at tries. 

Caroline M ills

it menes that you are all jumbeled up 

andjumbeld.

K irstin Els

very warm. 

Kira Badroodien

amazeing and incedbile.

Ellen de Leeuw

an electrick trick.

Nicola Louw

DISMANTLE...

when someone is disasbiel. 

Hannah Adams

might be a broken mantel piece or ordament. 

Paige Inglis

God has dismantle and lots of piple.

Zoe Crow

is sumthing that can chang culers. 

Rosanna Booth

a very small ant. 

Kate Johnstone
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GRADE 3

T H E  T H IN G  T H A T  IRR ITATES 

M Y  F A T H E R  M O S T  IS ... 

Workers at work do not pitch up.
Ambreen Saith

When my mother or I phone him in a meeting. 
Alex Lorenz

Being sick.
Sophie Malandrinos

When stuff does not work at work.
Kirsten P ettit

When the dogs run away.

Jean M art

IF I W E R E  M Y  F A TH E R  

F O R  T H E  D A Y .. .

I would not sit on the sofa for the whole day.

I would help in the house and be a little stricter. 
Alexandra Parks

I would go to work, come home at 3:30, 

kiss my children hello and go and read on my bed. i
Jean M arr

I would stay in bed and be lazy and act sick.
Josie Joubert

T H E T H IN G T H A T  IRR ITATES 

M Y  M O T H E R  M O S T  IS ...

When you drag your feet on the floor.
Ciara Madella

■
 Stealing sweets from the cupboard.

Nicole Hanes

When I tap on the table.
Jessica Gleeson

Having to wake up on school mornings.

1||B
IF I W E R E  M Y  M O T H E R  

F O R  T H E  D A Y .. .

I would spoil my child rotten.
Hajr Kader

I would shop till I drop.
Jessica M acleod Smith

I would make my brother go to school at 7 o'clock, i 

Alexia Tapanlis

I would get my brother grounded. 
Clementine Golding

T H E T H IN G T H A T  IRR ITATES 

M Y  B R O T H E R T H E  M O S T  IS ...

When I take forever to finish a sweet. 
Luci Graham

When I talk in a weird way. 
Clementine Golding

When I run faster than him.
H ajr Kader

When I say I have finished my chocolate 

and then he eats his and then I take mine out 

and eat it in front of him.

Amelia Deary

IF I W E R E  M Y  B R O T H E R  

F O R  T H E  D A Y .. .

I would be nice to Mummy.
Georgia Todd

I would be annoying back.
Luciana Graham

I would be so cute, funny and irritating. 
Gabi Topat

I would make his room tidy.
Jessica Gleeson

I would not go to work, I would stay in bed.
Stephanie Malherbe

W

J
T H E T H IN G T H A T  IRR ITATES

M E M O S T  IS ...

When my brother makes toilet paper traps in the 

bathroom.
Kimberley Devis

When my sister destroys my room.

Alex Lorenz

IF I W E R E  M Y  C A T  

F O R  T H E  D A Y .. .

I would sleep all day and when I woke up I would 

like to be loved.
Natascha Giesemann

I would lie and be pampered the whole day. 
Rosie Ritchie Roux

I would explore my street.

G L O B A L  W A R M IN G  IS ...

Getting very important. 
Josie Joubert

15

I would love being tall and I would 

boss my brother around. 
Nicole Hanes

r
Destroying the polar bears' homes. 

Elizabeth Atkinson

Making ice melt and is causing lots of floods. 
Laragh Musselwhite

Making the whole earth go very hot 
Kirsten Pettit

When it gets hot where it's not supposed to. 

Jessica Gleeson

W E  C A N  SAVE 

E L E C T R IC IT Y  B Y ...

Walking rather than using cars. 
Ambreen Saith

Switching off useless appliances. 
Kimberley Devis

Using candles instead of using lights. 
Elizabeth Atkinson

IF I W E R E  P R E S ID E N T  

F O R  T H E  D A Y .. .

I would make sure that everybody would 

have enough food.
Kimberley Devis

I would end world hunger.
Clementine Golding

I would make sure every car had a lane to drive in. 
Ciara Madella

N A T IO N A L  W O M E N ’S D A Y  IS ...

I When women celebrate the feet of being able to work. 
Athena Haggiyannes

j A day when we let the women of the world get to rest, j 

Amelia Deary

k = = = = = r
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Philippa Allen

WOmen are understanding.

Women are elegant.

Obviously, only women have kids.

Cara van Niekerk

They have more wrinkles. They like looking in the mirror 

to see if they are fat or thin.

Alexandra Evans

Why waste your time at the rugby when you could 

be at the mall choosing which shoes to put on.

There are rubies and diamonds and emeralds and 

sapphires and many more choices.

Catherine Armstrong.

Women are very kind and loving and speak gently. Women 

feed their families breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Christiana Batlis

Women can make babies. They get cold easier than boys. 

They are more flexible.

Philippa Allen

Women always sew. Women are very attractive. 

Women have a very good shopping taste.

Sabine McGregor

Women shop with good taste and are neat and tidy. 

Women work hard to cook and clean and 

some don't even have helpers.

Isabella M arine

Women use their common sense.

Georgina Bensch

Women can give birth to cute babies.

Women have higher voices than men. Women can look 

after children better than men.

Rufaro N dhluni

Women are feisty and women are always the wives. 

Marie-Louise von M altzan

Women can be nuns but men can't.

Women have different body parts to men. 

Hannah Oelz

Women love roses, perfume and jewellery.

They love chatting and helping charities.

Emily Hodgson

Women are neater than men.

They get scared of small insects.

Caryn Biebuyck

Women like my mom tend to push swings higher than men. 

Women are usually more difficult to beg to take 

you to Ratanga Junction!

Rebecca V iu ff

Women love to bake. Women love to chat.

Women love to make pottery.

Sjaan van der Ploeg

Women mature faster than men!!!

Women love romantic dinners!!

Nicola Haller

My mother wakes me up first in the morning 

and my dad does not!

Zaahidah Razzak

Women can give birth to another life. Women can cook. 

Women wear high heels and make-up.

Jessica Cheminais

Women give milk. They love to bake, 

garden and help others.

Taylor Brooks

Women have the ability to give birth to life.

Women wear skirts, dresses and high heels.

Women get more scared of gross stuff.

Georgia Grobler

Most women don't get angry when something goes wrong. 

Women have the ability to wear make-up but if 

boys wear make-up it's just wrong!

Kirsten Lowe

Women love watering the garden and planting flowers. 

Women wear strappy tops and boob tubes. 

Stephanie Gees

Women are born with eggs. Women can be aunties 

and grans. Women who have children are moms.

Georgina van Heerden

Women can be nuns and not monks. Only women can be 

mothers. Only women wear necklaces with flowers on. 

Alexandra M iszewski

They love going shopping in Dubai.

They love dressing up. They look pretty.
Saarah Gamiet

Women are good shoppers and they are always 

glamorous and almost always organized.

Women are like gems when you least expect it. 

Women are always healthy, wealthy and wise. 
Nicola du Plessis
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W H O W  THE HORSE

I
 GOT HIS NAME

Emma Rooney

I  High up on a rocky mountain was a herd of horses.

I  They lived in a large field near a forest, far away from 

I  any humans. Horses were not called horses in those 

I  days, they were called fluffies.

I  The leader was called Atlas. He was a tall, majestic, 

I  strong stallion. His wife. Star, was quite different. She 

I  was always in the kitchen baking something. They 

I  had a son called Lightning. He was much like his 

I  father in looks, coal black with a tiny white stripe but 

I  very different in personality. While Atlas was fighting, 

I  Lightning was playing with his friends.

One day Lightning woke up knowing that something 

special was going to happen that day. Of course, it 

was to be his first real day of training and fighting. He 

galloped down to breakfast and his mother had to 

■ warn him to slow down. The training went well and 

after a while he asked his Dad if he could have a 

break and go for a quick walk.

Soon he was hidden by some trees. He was near the 

edge of the field. Below him the ground dipped 

sharply and the sharp pointy rocks below looked 

scary. As he was looking down, the ground beneath 

him crumbled away and suddenly he fe ll. . .  down, 

down! When he woke up it was night time and just as 

he was thinking that things could not get worse, he 

got up, tripped and fell into some quick sand!

He shouted and screamed for help so long and so 

• loudly that his voice became hoarse. Just as he was 

■ giving up hope he heard a dip-clop. It was Atlas. 

Luckily, the quick sand was not too deep and he 

saved his son.

"What's wrong with yourvoice?"asked his dad.

"It's hoarse," replied Lightning.

From then on all Lightning's children have had hoarse 

H O W  THE BAT-EARED 
FOX GOT HUGE EARS

Sarah Brink

Many, many years ago, in a cave in a big wood, lived a 

fox and his name was Jack. He was a very nice fox, 

but he had very poor hearing because his ears were 

quite small.

One day Jack was sitting on a fallen tree when he saw 

the other animals playing a game of on-on. Then Jack 

got bored so he decided to ask if he could play. He 

went up to them and asked if he could play, but the 

other animals just laughed at Jack. Ail the other 

animals didn't like Jack just because he couldn't 

always hear them. So Jack just went back to his cave 

all alone.

After a while Jack got tired of listening to all the 

other animals having so much fun, so Jack left his 

cave and walked for a long time. As he walked, the 

woods were silent.

Soon Jack came to an opening in the woods with nice 

green grass. After a while it became evening and Jack 

fell asleep.

An hour went by and Jack woke up. It was dark by 

then. Jack was feeling lively after his long sleep, so he 

sat up and looked at the sky. The suddenly a shooting 

star shot quickly across the sky. Jack thought of a 

wish to make. He wished to have big bat ears so that 

he could hear better.

The next day Jack woke up to see that he had big bat 

ears. He was so excited that he went outside and all 

the other animals looked at him. They were so 

amazed that they all started to cheer for him as he 

walked down the path from his cave. From that day 

on Jack was never laughed at ever again. Jack always 

heard everything the other animals said and he 

always got to join in the games. That is how the fox 

became the bat-eared fox and got huge ears.

W H Y  THE FLAMINGO IS PINK
Jessica Worsley

One hot summer's day in Namibia, the flamingo sat 

quietly on the bank of the great, grey Fish River, not 

moving a muscle. He did this so that his grey feathers, 

of which he was very proud, would camouflage him 

in the shadows.

Soon he became impatient but that wasn't unusual 

because in those days flamingoes were impatient, 

vain, bossy, ungenerous and lazy (they still are!).

They also hate bright colours. He went down to the 

river to get some fish but there were none. Suddenly 

he heard a noise. He stared into the long grass, a 

buffalo burst into view, followed by an antelope.

"At last, "said Flamingo. "I have been waiting for you." 

"Sorry, getting to your place in ten minutes flat is 

easier said than done, especially if there are turtle 

crossings on the way, "said Buffalo.

"Never mind,"said Flamingo. "What did you want to 

tell me?"

"The food that keeps you alive, my good friend 

Flamingo, is becoming scarce, I am afraid to say," said 

Antelope slowly because that is the way all antelope 

speak.

The friends decided to go off and forage for food but 

lazy Flamingo chose to stay behind and let his friends 

do the work for him.

"Don't eat the pink Limnon Berries while we are 

away," warned Buffalo.

"As if I would,"said Flamingo. "They're pink, I hate 

pink!"

Two hours went by, then fifty minutes went by. 

Flamingo felt hungry. He knew his friends would 

probably be another two hours, so he grabbed a 

handful of pink berries and ate them!. They tasted 

good... very good... he fell asleep.

He woke up ten minutes later to find his friends 

staring at him.

"What is it?" he asked/'What's wrong?"

He suddenly saw his reflection in the water. He cried 

for hours and hours. Yes, he was pink.

That night Flamingo prayed to God and asked him to 

make him grey again. God took pity on him and said 

he could be grey for the first three years of his life. So 

that is why flamingo chicks are grey until they are 

three years old and then they turn pink.
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W H Y  THE PIG HAS 

A CURLY TAIL
Anna Mayer

One day there was a pig called Tippy. Tippy was 

sad because she had heard her owner. Bill, 

saying to a man that she would cost thirty-six 

coins. Tippy was taken to the market and was 

put into a pen with high walls. Tippy tried to 

jump and climb over the wall, but it did not 

work.

“So you want to get out?" said a voice. Out of the 

comer came a rat. "Let us get started. First, you 

must let me curl your tail."

"My tail!" half yelled Tippy bewildered.

"Yes, and do stop looking at me like I'm crazy”.

So Tippy let Robert, the rat, curl her tail tight. 

"Now, Tippy, bounce up and down then aim over 

the wall."

So Tippy did and flew over the wall. Robert, who 

secretly climbed on her back, fell off her back 

with a thump. So from that day on all the rats 

helped the pigs to get out of the market place 

by curling their tails.

H O W  A ZEBRA 
GOT ITS STRIPES

Shannon W hite

One day Zigby, the selfish zebra, decided to go 

and boast about his boring brown body. He 

would go and say that his brown body was 

definitely much brighter than the other zebras.

So one day, as he went to boast once again, the 

zebras weren't there. Zigby was very puzzled 

and went to tell wise donkey. But wise donkey 

was not there.

Zigby went to see if they were at the volcano. 

There before his eyes were all the members of 

the jungle. Zigby was so surprised'he galloped 

right into the volcano. When he managed to get 

out, his body was black and white.

All the other zebras jumped in the volcano so 

they could look as glamorous as Zigby. Zigby 

became prince of glamour and was known by 

every single zebra in Africa.

ANIMALS ALL AROUND!
Courtnay Pinheiro

It was a cold, crisp morning. I arrived at school on the 

18th of June 2007 holding my hamster cage very 

carefully. It was pet day. I was very excited! My 

hamster. Will, slept most of the time, so I let him rest. 

When I got to school I put my bags away and took Will 

down to the field. The field was full of dogs and their 

owners. The air was filled with the shouts of people: 

"Hi, Emma!"

"Can I run with your dog?"

"Cute hamsters!"

"Does your budgie bite?"

There was also the occasional bark here and there.

Kate also had a hamster. He is called Cheddar and 

was so excited that he ran around his cage. Emma 

Heidmann brought her noisy budgie, Dusty. The rest 

of the class was running on the field with their 

dogs. I put Will's cage on a bench and went to go 

and look at all the other pets.

I had to go running with Emma Rooney's dog, Bella. 

Olivia Warren arrived with her Dad, who was 

holding a very strong, excited dog. Jessica Lilly came 

with her Scotty dog that was barking a lot! Photos 

were taken of everyone with their pets. Soon, the 

parents came to pick up the dogs but Mrs Luyt said 

the hamsters and the budgie could stay. We went 

into the classroom and introduced our pets to the 

class. The only dog left was Cindy, Paige Leaf- 

Wrighfs Scotty dog.

The day was wonderful. I had lots of fun and so 
did Will!
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ACROSTIC POEMS

Jubilant

Explorer

Mature

Master at maths 

Attitude 
Jemma Clamp

Actress 

Lunatic 

Important 

Crazy 

Energtic 
Alice Steytler
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K IR S T E N B O S C H

Caitlin Walters

We went to Kirstenbosch for a school outing on 

the 1st of March. I went with Nina and Eun Chong. 

We learnt all about indigenous plants. It was a lot 

of fun. We got into groups of four and each 

received a plant. My plant was a wild mint. Our 

group had to tell facts about our plant. We had a 

very enjoyable day and I learnt a lot.

K IR S T E N B O S C H

Megan Allardice

We went to Kirstenbosch on Thursday. I enjoyed 

the outing a lot. I liked smelling and touching the 

flowers, as well looking for plants and trees. My 

best part of the outing was when we went to the 

hut and made cards with the indigenous plants. 

We could take them home with us.

O U R  V IS IT  T O  

W E S T E R N  P R O V IN C E  

P R E P A R A T O R Y  S C H O O L

Lauren Nixon

On the 19 June 2007,1 went to Western Province Prep 

to meet the Grade Fours.

The girls were split into 2 groups: A and B.The A group 

got mixed with the boys and the same happened with 

the B groups. I was in A.

Caity and I were in a group with three boys called 

Nicholas, Adam and Reece. We built an alien called 

Fergus out of recycled boxes, blocks and all sorts of 

other stuff. He comes from Mars, is very cute and has 

the nickname, Fergie. I feel sorry for him. His space 

rocket crashed into Mars, so now he has to live there.

After that, we went outside to play baseball. There was 

also hockey and I wanted to try but the teacher 

wanted me to play baseball, so I did. I was captain of 

my group and was the first girl to play. I got sixteen 

runs! Sadly, the other group won.

Then we went inside and showed our aliens and 

spaceships to everyone. There were lots of good ones 

but ours was the best. Later, we walked back to school 

and had some break time. We had to say good-bye to 

Fergus (or Fergie).

M Y  F R IE N D  S H A N N O N

Emma Blackburn

My friend is short and smart. She likes to make up 

poems and send them to people. My friend does lots 

of outdoor activities with me and makes me laugh a 

lot. She is eager to try new things, even if it is 

something she thinks she will not like. My friend 

often comes to my house. Her favourite sweet is a 

Yes/No bar and she always shares it with me. Her 

favourite vegetable is cabbage. My friend and I are 

always there for one another.

M Y  F R IE N D  S ITA

Kyla Endenburg

My friend has a brother and a sister. She has long 

hair and lives in Bishopscourt. My friend goes to 

Herschel Girls'School. She can speak English and 

Afrikaans fluently and is a perfectionist in art. She is 

beautiful inside and out. If I had to describe her I 

would say she is calm, lovely and understanding.

W H Y  A  G IR A F F E  H A S  

A  L O N G  N E C K

Demi Comitis

Once upon a time there lived a giraffe named 

Lenny who lived in the jungle. He had a very short 

neck but he loved it. This giraffe was not a normal 

giraffe because he loved eating juicy spiders.

One day the giraffe set out for some food. The 

giraffe saw a big tree with a small hole in it. Out of 

the corner of his eye, he saw a spider in the hole. 

He jumped up with joy and quickly ran over to the 

hole and put his head in it.

After catching the spider, he realised that the hole 

was too small to get his head out. He pulled and 

pulled but every time he pulled, his neck got 

longer and longer. Lenny got very irritated that 

his head was stuck. Later in the day, Zebra and 

Pig came by. They saw Lenny and they pulled him 

and pulled him. Every time his neck got longer 

and longer.

At last Lenny was out; he thanked his friends 

for helping him. Lenny then looked up to the 

tree to see if there were any other spiders.

He then realised his head was at the top of the 

tree, his neck was so long. That is how giraffes 

got long necks.
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GRADE 5

HAIKU POETRY

R IVER C IN Q UAIN S

LIMERICKS

A young girl thought she could ski 

But she landed on her knee 

She broke her thumb 

Then fell on her turn

W hat a silly young girl was she! 

Lauren Spokes

There once was a young girl 

called Meg

W ho had one shorter leg 

She jumped up and down 

And fell with a frown 

And now she can only eat egg! 

Megan Church

The river is wild 

The wondrous noise it makes 

W hy will it not stop? 

Lauren Biebuyck

T H U N D E R  

Thunder is a voice 

Calling out his words o f joy 

The voice o f the Earth 

Caitlin Pinheiro

L O C U S T

The awesome locust 

Eats all the leaves he can eat

He flies in a plague 

Alexandra Psillos

TREES

Strong, big

Swaying, rustling, whispering 

Give us oxygen, air 

Peaceful 

Tina Wu

G IR A F F E  

Tall, graceful 

Running fast, drinking

Colourful 

Abigail Samuelson

M O T H E R  

Kind, beautiful 

Cooks, reads, loves 

I love my mother 

Friend

Georgina Buchanan

M O T H E R  

Loving, caring 

Helping, smiling, cleaning 

Always there for me 

Friend

Alexandra Bensch

T IN A

Funny, cheerful 

Reading, laughing, working 

Always reading at break

Library 

Rhea Hsu

P H IL A



GRADE 5

MOMS & DAUGHTERS 

CRAFT EVENING

T H E  F A V O U R IT E  N IG H T

Rebecca W hite

My Mom and I got to school a little bit 

late. We sat with Cathy and Ali at table 

nine. My Mom and I made five cards. 

We had hot chocolate and muffins when 

we finished making cards. My Mom and 

I helped clean up, then I played a little 

bit with Dani and Carlyn. I felt happy 

inside because I had spent quality time 

with my Mom.

LITTLE MISS PRISS

Jessie Brand

It all began when her litde brother was 

born. She was four. Priscilla was her name. 

She used to love being an only child. If only 

her parents had thought of that first.

Once her brother was born, she realized 

that she was not getting all the attention. 

Priscilla became a selfish, rude little beast. 

She always threw tantrums if she didn’t get 

what she wanted, when she wanted and 

how she liked it. She hated the sight o f her 

“selfish, dirty” little brother. In fact she used 

to call him such bad names she used to get 

a jolly good hiding. But that didn’t help 

either!! She just hated them even more.

By this time people were calling her Little 

Miss Priss. She tried her best to avoid her 

family. Although she had given up throwing 

tantrums, her family found it even worse 

that she would not talk to them. But she 

didn’t realize that her family loved her 

unconditionally.

One bright summer’s morning, something 

happened. She realised that life wasn’t as 

bad as she thought. She also realised that 

it was a privilege to have a loving, caring 

family and that some girls her age didn’t 

even have a family. So she ran to her mother 

and her father and her brother’s rooms and 

gave them all a hug.

Today we learn that no matter what we do, 

our family still loves us unconditionally!!
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GRADE 5

f M Y  B IG  B R O T H E R  

I have an older brother 

W ho acts like my mother 

I guess he does shout 

O r gives me a clout

But I wouldn’t change him 

for another 

E lizabeth Perrott

C A T S

Cute, cuddly 

Soft, warm, fluffy 

There to keep you warm

Friendly 

Ghairunisa Harris

L O V E

A rose will bring 

A smile to a king 

The grumpiest king you could see 

A hug will bring 

A feeling o f love

A  D A Y  IN  T H E  LIFE 

O F  A  S A N  W O M A N

Eva Bonadei

I wake up and I hear the wild lions roaring 

in the distance. I smile and think of what 

a lovely day this will be. I get up and call 

all the women. The berry picking season 

has started. We put on our leather pouches 

and call our children to help. The walk is 

long and hard but finally we arrive and 

immediately we start picking. W hen our 

pouches are full we leave. Now we’ll have 

a feast to celebrate our food. The lions are 

still roaring.

D IE  D R O O M  S T R O O M

Megan Russell

Die stroom is ‘n geheime plekkie, dit is so 

mooi. Daar is rotse waarop die paddas sit. 

D it is baie stil en kalm. Daar is groot borne 

en bosse. Ek gaan daar om te ontspan. My 

hond gaan speel daar, maar sy kry vreeslik 

vuil. Jy kan die water hoor vloei, dit is so 

rustig. Daar is ook baie diere wat by die 

stroom bly.

Sent from above for you
N O U  IS EK  IN  G R A A D  5

A kiss will bring
Danielle Burger

A bloom to your face 

And without that we have no grace

Love is the closest thing we 

have to magic

Ek is nou in Graad vyf. Ons het al baie 

huiswerk en Wiskunde gedoen. Ek hou van 

Graad vyf en ek is baie lief vir my juffrou. 

Die werk is baie maklik, maar lekker.

Catherine Cullinan



GRADE 6

L IM E R IC K S

There once was a girl named Tash,

A N G E R

Tammy-Leigh M atthys

Who every morning took out the trash, 

She didn't tie her lace,
1 try to keep it all inside

So fell flat on her face
But 1 can't

Now she's got a rash from her crash. .
I'm so close to screaming

Natasha Scott
That's all 1 want do.

There once was a girl called Eun-Hye

This fury, this crazy need to shout out! 

You want to say a sentence or a word

Who wanted to sing in a play, But if you say the words they will likely just be mean. |

She was singing a note, How can 1 say it?

When she started to float How can 1 describe it?

And all she could do was to pray. How do 1 put it nicely?
Eun-H yeIm The urge to shout, the frustration.

There once was a girl called Lu
Anger is something you should let out 

Or else it's like a prison.
Who sat on a tube of glue When someone says something that annoys you
She got stuck to the chair You keep it locked,
So she had to strip bare,

You don't want to say what is bothering you.
And then she came down with the flu. 

Lucy Stratton
It's like a curse, a dreaded feeling that drags you in

There once was a girl named Sachan,

You could fight it but you don't,

You let the beast of anger consume you

Who met an adorable young man It takes bites out of happiness every single time

They had lots of fun, Until you have no happiness left.

Until he took out a gun This is what anger does.

Then poor little Sachan ran.
Sachan Robinson

*MS

M Y  W O N D E R L IK E  

S K O O L , H E R S C H E L

Jennifer van Heerden

Ek het ’n wonderlike en baie mooi 

skool. Ek geniet dit, want die 

sport is goed en ek het baie goeie 

vriendinne by die skool. Ek speel 

hokkie, netbal en tennis en neem 

aan swem deel. Ek het wonderlike 

vriende — hulle is baie oulik. Die 

onderwysers is baie slim. Herschel 

is ’n pragtige skool en ek hou baie 

daarvan. My gunsteling-vak is 

Wiskunde. Ek dink my skool is 

fantasties.

á
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GRADE 6

M Y  LIFE IS A  B R A ID

Jenna Lowe

My life is a braid 

Some parts tightly woven 

Some parts weakened in a way 

The future lies before me 

The threads are not yet sewn

They are lying in a pattern 

One that I can't understand 

Lying so uncertain 

Like a wave upon the sand

My destiny is a blank page 

The pen is writing as I speak 

At some times I'll be strong and calm 

At others scared and weak

All I know for sure 

Is that nothing's yet complete 

The world will carry on without me 

Nonetheless, less sweet

I can make a difference 

And a difference can make me 

lam like a tiny seedling 

Growing slowly to a tree

The future is still coming 

Like a wild and restless sea 

It's uncontained 

I've tried in vain 

But through me it will seep

I am shielded as I can be 

As I stand I am prepared 

I must admit though, just to you, 

That sometimes I am scared

The future is still coming 

Surely that you seel 

My time has come 

My will be done 

Stand back world-IT'S ME!

T H E W O B B L E G O T

Emma Johnson

ThisistheWobblegot 

He likes to scream and shout a lot 

He is a very funny creature. 

Because he once ate his teacher.

He has three gigantic eyes.

That look about double the size.

Of anything you've ever seen.

But they always look so bright and clean.

The Wobblegot's a friendly guy, 

Well, to most people like you and I, 

But for any teacher, short or tall 

He won't hesitate to gobble them all.

T H E  H Y E N A

Eun-Hye bn

A long time ago, a Hyena named Sachan 

lived in Africa. She was very strong, so 

every animal was scared o f her.

Sachan thought she was the Queen. One 

day she was walking on the mountain to 

find a place to sleep, but it was so sunny 

that she couldn’t find any shade.

She cried, “I am the Queen o f the 

world, but who is disturbing my sweet 

little nap?”

There was no response. She cried again, 

“W ho is it? W ho is it? Tell me!”

She looked around, behind and in front 

o f  the bushes. Then she looked up, but 

she couldn’t see anything because the 

sun was too bright.

“I am sleepy and I need a long nap! So 

go away!”

O f  course the sun did not go away, so 

she shouted again.

“You are not very helpful, you are useless! 

We don’t need your help, so go away, we 

can do everything ourselves.”

The sun was so sad she hid behind the 

mountain. The animals couldn’t see any­

thing. They blamed Sachan so they said 

she must bring the sun back. Sachan 

went to find the sun, but the sun did 

not come back.

An ant came along and said, “Please 

may I try to find the sun?”

Everyone started laughing, “What? You 

can’t do that! You are too small.”

The ant really wanted to find the sun so 

she went alone. The next day, she found 

the sun on the mountain. Everyone said 

sorry to the sun, even Sachan. The sun 

said, “I was upset but then this little ant 

came and she inspired me because she 

was trying really hard.”

Now Sachan and everyone else are 

friends.

Moral: Don’t  judge a book by its cover.
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NEW  PROVERBS

More haste, less... taste... waste. 

Beauty is only... a word 

. .just around the corner... one step away.

Look before you. .. listen... stare. 

Where there's a will there's a... won't. 

One good turn deserves a hug.

WATER DUMP

Joy Arendse-Gorvalla

There once was a pack o f hyenas 

who ate so much. Their den was hill 

o f  old and new carcasses. They were 

there so long that they started to 

stink and some o f them got infected 

with diseases found in the area.

The leader o f  the pack, Billy, decided 

to dump the carcasses in the only 

dam in the area. In the dam, lived a 

small family o f hippos, who had just 

gone out to visit their buffalo friends, 

Jane and Tom. W hen they got back 

after a lovely picnic in the game 

park, the dam was very polluted and 

contaminated. Even the flies couldn’t 

survive that smell. No animal could 

survive in the water, it was just so 

dirty and smelly.

Some o f the hyenas who had eaten 

the infected food needed water to 

wash it out o f their system. W hen 

they got to the dam the water was 

completely undrinkable. The hyenas 

were put in jail for polluting in a 

public area. Before they could finish 

their sentence, the hyenas that had 

eaten the infected meat had to go to 

hospital because they had swollen so 

much they had to be kept down with 

pins so they didn’t fly away. As for 

the others, they moved away to find 

crystal clean water.

The moral of the story is “water is 

too precious to pollute”.



GRADE 6

THE MAN AN DTHE DOLPHIN
Bridget Evans

A bottlenose dolphin was washed up on 
the beach and he was dying. A fisherman 
named Randolph took pity on him and 
pushed him back to sea; the dolphin 
looked at him then swam away. A day later, 

Randolph was caught in a storm at sea. He 

was sure he would die, but the dolphin 
saw him and guided him to a sandy island 
where he was rescued.

Randolph always sees the dolphin now, 
when he’s out fishing. Randolph and the 
dolphin never forget each others kindness. 
They are friends forever.

The moral of the story is: Kindness will 

always be returned.

THE LION A N D TH E  ELEPHANT t

Lucy van der Merwe

There was a beautiful lion lying sleeping 

in the long grass, when suddenly a huge 

elephant walked past him, rustling in the 

trees, eating. Suddenly the lion woke and 

walked to the elephant and roared loudly, 

“Get off my grass and leave me alone!”

The elephant answered quietly, “I’m just 

trying to get some of your leaves because all 

the trees are bare.”

Two weeks later, after a long dry spell in the 

forest, the lion was hot and thirsty. In the 

distance the lion found a waterhole, but as 

he got closer he recognised who owned it. 

It was the one to whom he had been rude. 

He was desperate so he decided to give it a 

go and ask the elephant anyway.

“Can I please have some of your water, I’m 

so thirsty?”, the lion asked the elephant.

The elephant turned around slowly. “Yes, 

of course you may have some of the water. 

The water, leaves and trees belong to 

everyone,” the elephant said proudly. The 

lion apologised to the elephant. As the lion 

turned round to drink, the elephant said 

quietly, “Always treat others the way you 

would like to be treated.”

XHOSA

Jenna Lowe

Namhlanje ndiza kuthetha 

ngomhlobo warn endimthandayo. 

Igama lomhlobo warn ngujulia. 

Ifani yakhe nguBidoli.Umhlobo 

warn uhlala eNewlands.Iminyaka 

yakhe ilishumi elinesibini. Umhlobo 

warn ufunda eHerschel kwisikolo 

samantombazana . kugreyidi 

zithandathu. Esikolweni uthanda 

ukudlala le midlalo ilandelayo: 

inethibholi nehoki. Ndiyamthanda 

umhlobo warn kuba uyangxola, 

unobubele, kwaye unothando. 

Sithanda ukuncokola nokuhleka 

uCamilla noOlivia. Umhlobo warn 

uthanda ukuzoba imifanekiso emihle 

nokucula iingoma ezimnandi. 

Umhlobo warn umde, umhle 

kwaye uyamangalisa kakhulu. 

Ndiyamthanda umhlobo warn kuba 

uyandonwabisa kakhulu!
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GRADE 7

Back row, from le ft Candice Murray, Daniella Bossenger, Georgina van der Ploeg, Olivia Grover, Danielle Comley,

Marguerite Beningfield, Imogen Macdonald, Chloe Bradley, Philippa Mossop

Fifth row, from le ft Victoria Bosomworth, Jadyn Kruger, Nicola Andreas, Lara du Plessis, Bianca Quibell, Caitlin Yates, Kelsey Huppert, Mikayla Morkel-Brink

Fourth row, from le ft  Aisha-Bibi van der Ross, Mikhaela Brinkman,Tennessee Barber, Kerri Snyders, Chloe Heerden, Nuraine Ebrahim,

Nicola W ood, Samantha Dare, Julia W ood

Third row, from le ft  Megan Day, Casey Lyttle, Heath Falconer, Nicole Norman,Alexis de W et, Samley Currie, Katharina Leighton,

Natasha Krumbock,Tracy Norman, Natasha Mostert, Demi McOwen

Second row, from le ft  Nikita Batlis, Kelly Sayer, Samantha Robins, Matilda Pickford-Moore, Saskia Sevenster, Cassidy Clarke,

Catherine Muller, Robyn Pandiani.Anna Parry,Alison van Zyl

Front row, from le ft Ibtishaam Jacobs, Mrs Lin Heidmann, Amara Chenia, Mrs Roché Strauss, Laura de W et, Mrs Liz Howard-Tripp,

Brooke Leaf-Wright, Mrs Annette Champion, Gabriella Fish

Developing the leadership 

poten tial o f  every Grade 7  g ir l is 

central to the leadership programm e 

which has been implemented 

a t Herschel.

GRADE 7 REPORT
M rs A  Champion

T
he girls are offered opportunities to 

serve the school by utilising their 

individual strengths and personal 

preferences. They may choose to be a class 

Monitor, assisting the Pre-Preparatory and 

Junior Preparatory teachers before school in 

the mornings; they may enjoy the challenges 

involved in school PR when they take visitors 

around the school on Open Days, represent 

the school at the Baba Indaba and other public 

events, and organise Friday ice cream sales; or 

they may choose to plan and run the Grade 

7 Community Outreach projects for the year 

as well as assisting with special days such as 

AIDS Day, the Warm Hearts Campaign and 

other whole school initiatives.

At the beginning of the year, an initial 

Leadership Workshop was held to focus on 

the qualities required of leaders. This was 

summed up in an African proverb that says: 

Authority must be handled with care, just

like an egg is handled. If not held firmly, the 

egg will fall and break; if held too tightly, it 

will be crushed. In order to illustrate the high 

levels of reliability and responsibility required 

in leaders, each girl was given a Vinca seedling 

to plant and nurture to maturity.

Although the girls are expected to run their 

portfolios proactively, they are assisted and 

mentored by the Grade 7 class teachers and 

Mrs Champion. Further opportunities to 

develop teamwork were afforded on the 

Outdoor Leadership Day run by the Cape 

Leadership Academy in Tokai. Typical 

comments afterwards were:

“I had to have determination and perseverance 

in order to overcome my fears.”

“I was proud of myself and my team.”

“No one ever gave up and everyone set and 

achieved personal goals.”

“The whole day was an amazing experience.”

“This day was filled with courage, joy, 

bouncing back, fun, teamwork and laughter.”
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GRADE 7 -  COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The importance o f  the Grade 7  

Community Outreach Programme 

is the practical application  

o f  the Herschel tagline: 

‘Learning to make a  difference’. 

M rs A Champion

erschel Preparatory places great 

importance on developing the 

personal qualities o f compassion, 

empathy and the desire to make a difference to 

the lives o f others. To this end, the Community 

Outreach Programme plays a central role in 

the wider Grade 7 year curriculum. It is run 

by the Outreach Committee, assisted by Mrs 

Champion, and actively supported by all the 

Grade 7 girls.

The Autumn Fair was, for the first time in 

10 years, affected by inclement weather. The 

girls, however, were undaunted and simply 

postponed the Fun Fair part o f the occasion to 

the end of the term. This had the unexpected 

effect of increasing their overall profit and 

may well be repeated in the future!

The Fair was, as always, greatly enjoyed by 

all, and the hard work o f the Grade 7 girls, 

tirelessly assisted by Mrs Howard-Tripp, Mrs 

Strauss and Ms Smit, was rewarded when an 

amount in excess o f R19 000 was banked. This 

money, supplemented by the Friday ice cream 

sales, has been allocated to many worthy 

causes during the year. The Community 

Outreach Committee’s role is to identify these 

causes and develop suitable programmes in 

response.

O ur long-standing association with Margaret’s 

House, a home for runaway boys, was

strengthened when we invited the boys to a 

Pool Party on a Saturday morning in March. 

The boys thoroughly enjoyed their visit and 

the lunch which the girls had prepared. In 

addition, a donation o f R3 000 was sent in 

response to a special appeal for financial 

assistance for this home.

The Grade 7s continue to sponsor the fees of 

a child at Little Lambs Day Care Centre in 

H out Bay, as well as assisting an 18-year-old 

girl who is an AIDS orphan. We packed sixty 

Love Packs o f basic foodstuffs for families 

in need, as well as twenty-five toiletry packs 

for men and women patients at Lentegeur 

Psychiatric Hospital. R1 250 was sent to St 

Andrew’s Church in Newlands to assist in the 

purchasing of school jerseys for needy school 

pupils.

The annual party for children from Glendale 

School is always a highlight and the Herschel 

girls enjoy the interaction with their guests, 

many o f whom have been visiting us for 

many years. Games, a singalong and tables of 

party treats ensured maximum enjoyment for 

Herschel and Glendale alike!

O ther good causes supported by the Grade 7s 

are: Meals-on-Wheels (Christmas Dinners), 

the Com m unity Chest, St Luke’s Hospice 

Tree o f Lights and ‘Bonne Esperance’ — a 

home for refugees.
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GRADE 7

FRIENDS

Friends are there in times of need 

When you fail and then succeed 

When you ever are in doubt 

Ask a friend; they'll help you out.

Having friends is such a pleasure 

And they should be treated like precious treasure 

You must keep your friendships strong 

Never ever let things go wrong.

A DANCE

Natasha M ostert

A poem is like a dance 

It is streamlined with grace 

You're in a trance when you write 

You're going at quite a pace.

You don't need to look back 

You write what you feel 

You go with the flow 

Because you know that it's real.

MY POEM
Catherine M uller

Like the sun and the moon 

Blazing in the sky 

On top of the world 

No longer scared or shy.

Not only words 

But so much more 

That feeling of peace 

The end of the war.

Living my life 

A sense of being 

An expression 

Of what I'm feeling.

Belonging in a place 

Where only I can reach 

Spreading my wings 

A summer day on the beach.

POEMS A N D PAINTINGS

Heath Falconer

My life is like a painting 

Colourful and wild 

Not like the painting of a small child. 

In some parts it's timid 

In others it is bold 

Just like my life 

Full of stories to be told. 

Sometimes the paintbrush 

Makes its own turn 

But with perseverance 

I will always learn 

That at the end of the tunnel 

There is always a light 

That's why my life 

Will always shine bright.

LIMERICK

Natasha Krumbock

There once was a girl called Tash 

Who once had a big secret stash 

The robbers came in 

And took everthin'

OPEN HANDS

O livia Grover

Poems are like your hands,

They can open up wide and reach out 

Or close up tightly.

When they're open they're welcoming 

But when they're closed they're dark and lonely, 

Nothing can be let out or in.

But it's your choice which hands you have 

Whether you want to open up or keep tightly shut 

And not be able to experience 

The greatness there is around you.



A lison van Zyl

Ek koop 'n Coke en sit op 'n stoel. 

Dertien is mislik as jy kan sien wat ek bedoel!

My lyf is lomp en afgestomp.

Ek hou van seuns en ek wil'n model wees. 

Ek kan sien... my lyf is voorblad-mooi 

ek is 'n held se nooi.

Dit is wonderlik om met my vriende te wees 

maar ek moet hier sit en my huiswerk leer!

My life is a play 

My dream is for fame 

Awaiting an audience 

Calling my name.

The world is my stage 

It should be put to good use 

To let my light shine 

To make positive news.

My life is a movie 

Directed, then shown 

My dream is to be 

A blessing made known.

MY POEM
Lara du Plessis

My life is a butterfly 

Delicate and small,

As it breaks through the chrysalis 

Out into it all.

The precious breath of life 

Like an ever-faithful breeze 

Carries this fragile butterfly 

Over wide lands and seas.

Through ups and downs 

The butterfly goes 

Sucked into whirlwinds 

With family, friends and foes.

When it flies out 

Its head is wildly spinning 

It flutters bravely away 

And knows it's now winning.

MY POEM OF LIFE

Natasha Krumbock

I sometimes wonder 

How it had all begun,

The flowers, trees and animals 

The movement of things, that like to walk and run. 

Life itself, full of surprises 

You'd be a genius if you knew the answers.

I believe in God 

The mighty creator,

He's powerful, yes,

But now you try and guess!

How did God start?

I wonder each day.

But each time I think 

It blows my mind away.

SHE IS ME

Aisha-Bibi van der Ross

As strong as the beast whose name she bears 

She cannot escape it, no time for repairs 

Her destiny is final and to her it is grim 

She's going against the current but she cannot swim. 

The mistake that she made was one of regret 

She tried to suppress it, she tried to forget 

She got her taste of nectar ever so sweet 

And for that she is now complete 

When I talk about her and refer to she,

When I talk about her, I talk about me
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PRE-PREPARATORY CONFERENCE

“ EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE” 

PARENT CO NFERENCE 2007

Head o f Pre-Preparatory: Cindy Summer

D
uring May 2007, the Pre- 

Preparatory & Foundation Phase 

presented a Parent Conference 

entitled “Emotional Intelligence.” Parents 

from Herschel and Wet Pups were 

invited to attend the morning and were 

entertained and informed by stimulating 

speakers. Amongst those presenters were 

Soli Philander, a well known performer 

and motivational speaker, who enlightened 

both teachers and parents by giving an apt 

description of the world that our young 

children live in today.

Linzi Fredman, a clinical psychologist, 

spoke about Emotional Intelligence as 

being an essential ingredient for making a 

success of life in today’s world.

Nikki Bush’s presentation on “Connecting 

with Children through the Noise and 

Clutter”, makes us aware that we are living 

with a sense that time has sped up and yet 

we still have the same 24 hours a day.

Dr. Marlene Wasserman allowed parents 

the opportunity to reflect on their own 

sexuality, to assist their children in 

developing a positive view on this topic 

while taking cognisance o f one’s own 

feelings and views.

Parent-teacher conferences and workshops 

are an opportunity to establish better 

communication between parents and 

teachers. Good communication and sharing 

information can help both parties feel more 

supported and create positive feelings. Most 

importantly, children benefit by improved 

communication because contact between 

parents and school helps children learn and 

succeed.

The Pre-Preparatory Department fosters 

positive and open communication and 

we encourage regular parent workshops, 

conferences and parent-teacher meetings. 

We endeavour to solve differences fairly, 

find solutions and most importantly, to 

achieve a common goal.
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Gabi Lanfear Saskia Booth Georgia Bulmer

Rebecca Dix-Peek Bridget Massey Calli Basnett
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PRE-PREPARATORY EXPERIENCES
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A DAY IN THE LIFE
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LITTLE LAMBS

L ily  g p l l



BOUNCING BUNNIES

f l g r i n  S t  i r k

C h i a r a  W i l l i a m s - W y n n

G e o r g i a  J a c o b s

M a x in g  C a d i z

flutterbg, flutterbg 
Butterfly...

Bouncing
Bunnies

2007

C r a i ly  f i l b e r t s

G g o r g i g  p g r d i k i s

G a b i  I s a n f g a r

J g r n r a a  I s u s e o m b g

I s a y a a n  M o h a r o g d

P r i s h a  G o v a n

f l s h l g y  ‘R .a m s b o t to m

G e o r g i a  C l a r k

J g n n a  t l i e k r o a n

M a r i a n n a  C j s t a t h i o u

■Rebecca ®ix-Peek
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ADIEUS

ABIGAIL SIMPSON

Sheila Schuurmans

I
t is w ith great sadness that we say a 

fond farewell to Abigail Simpson 

who has been one o f our Remedial 

Support teachers for the past year and a 

half. Abigail has been a devoted, caring 

and professional teacher, and she has 

made a major contribution to the learning 

o f many Herschel Pre-Preparatory and 

Preparatory girls.

Abigail has worked tirelessly with small 

groups in the Grade R, Grade 1 and 

Grade 2 classrooms, and has provided 

much reinforcement with Language

and Numeracy. In addition, she has 

seen many girls for individual Remedial 

and Academic Support lessons and has 

played a powerful role in developing and 

reinforcing their learning.

Abigail has made a fine contribution to 

the multi-disciplinary Remedial Support 

Team and she will be greatly missed. She 

has also been a creative and “hands on” 

school photographer and has been seen 

on many occasions taking lovely pictures 

o f school activities and outings.

Abigail has elected to further her studies 

at Stellenbosch University and we wish 

her much success and happiness in her 

new career path. She will be missed!

AVRIL MACÉ
Heather Bailey

A
t the end of this year we say 

farewell to Avril Macé. She leaves 

Herschel Preparatory School 

after nineteen years o f service as a Grade 

1 teacher.

Throughout her career at Herschel, Avril 

has proved herself to be an excellent 

teacher. Her creativity and artistic talents 

have ensured that her classroom has at all 

times been a vibrant, busy and energetic 

environment. The children have been 

encouraged to express themselves 

openly and this has been conducive 

to optimal learning taking place. Avril 

has enthusiastically involved herself 

in the activities that take place in the 

Foundation Phase. Her ideas for concerts, 

Nativity and Carol evenings have always

been productive and highly successful. 

She most certainly has a flair for the 

performing arts and has taken part in 

staff items with gusto! The enormous 

enjoyment and m irth of the children 

were a delight to observe as they watched 

Mrs: Macé parade in costume for them!

During her long years of service she has 

shown dedication to the school and to 

the little ones who have been in her care. 

She will be remembered by hundreds 

o f children and many colleagues. Her 

sense o f humour, concern for others and 

excellent work ethic will be missed.

We wish you well as you embark on this 

new chapter o f your life, Avril. We hope 

that many doors to interesting pursuits 

will open for you and that you will enjoy 

good health and happiness in the years 

ahead. God Bless.

THE HERSCHELIAN 2007 175



ADIEUS

NAZLI DOMINGO-SALIE

Mrs B Heidmann

M
rs Nazli Domingo-Salie 

took up her appointment 

at Herschel in 2004 as a 

Grade 5 teacher and she soon endeared 

herself to parents and pupils alike. 

Her warm, compassionate nature and 

positive interaction with the girls made 

the Grade 5 Alpha class a happy place.

Mrs Domingo-Salie obtained her 

Masters Degree from the University of 

the Western Cape while at Herschel, 

and she also made the most o f every 

opportunity to teach the school 

community about diversity and 

acceptance of differences. Her sense 

o f humour and stories were greatly

appreciated by her colleagues.

Mrs Domingo-Salie was the House 

Mistress for Merriman and so loved 

to be involved in all the activities of 

her house. She will be remembered for 

her “Super Salie” outfit at the 2007 

Interhouse Gala and the trolley dash 

on Sports day.

She has taken up a position in the Edu­

cation Department as Deputy Chief 

Education Specialist Project Manager 

Lit/Num  Strategy. Mrs Domingo- 

Salie is passionate about improving 

the quality of teaching and learning in 

disadvantaged communities.

I would like to take this opportunity to 

wish her much success and happiness 

in her new career.

ANYA MORRIS
Cindy Summer

A
nya Morris (nee Robinson) 

joined the Pre-Preparatory five 

and a half years ago. My first 

encounter with Anya was many years ago 

when we met as students at Barkly House 

Training College where she qualified as 

a Pre-Primary Teacher. Later at the ripe 

old age of thirty-eight, Anya once again 

joined the student fraternity, completing 

a BA degree through Unisa. She went on 

to finish half o f her Masters degree before 

deciding that enough was enough.

Anya spent most of her teaching career 

in Durban where she was principal at 

many Pre-Primary schools. At Herschel, 

Anya immediately formed an integral 

part o f our Pre-Preparatory family 

making a significant contribution to the 

children whom she taught, touching 

their lives with her gentleness, wisdom 

and a quirky sense of humour. For 

many of her colleagues, especially those 

of us in the Pre-Preparatory, she was an

inspiration. We were often confronted by 

her incredible energy when on her arrival 

at school, the music would be switched 

on and Anya could be seen whizzing 

around, whistling or tapping to the tune

that was being played. Anya would laugh 

and respond to our amazement by telling 

us to take our daily dose o f vitamins 

and Spirulina. We always appreciated 

Anya’s incredible ability to listen and 

we could always count on her sensitive 

and empathetic responses. Working with 

the curriculum is one of her passions 

and she was instrumental in designing 

and implementing the New Curriculum 

at the Pre-Prep. She leaves the Pre- 

Preparatory having set up a practical 

system and approach to the Grade R 

Learning Programme.

Anya will be sadly missed at Herschel; 

however we know that one persons 

loss is another one’s gain, and she will 

be following her passion, taking up a 

position as a teacher trainer at ELRU 

(Early Learning Resource Unit), where 

she will be making a difference in the 

lives o f disadvantaged communities.

Anya, we will never forget your friendship, 

love and support that you have given us 

since your arrival at our school.
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MICHAELA KRITZINGER, GRADE 12




